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Historic temple premises 
turn into a dumping yard
Abandoned by villagers 3 decades ago after a woman fell into well

A portion of the neglected Mahadev temple at Karatagi in Koppal district 

R A G H O T T A M  K O P P A R  @  K o p p a l

THE premises of  the historic 
Mahadev temple at Karatagi in 
Koppal district have turned 
into a garbage dumping yard. 
Tourists visited the temple, 
which also has a well of  histor-
ic importance, till about three 
decades ago. 

According to some local resi-
dents, the temple was a tourist 
spot but footfalls dipped after 
the 1990s. History buffs are urg-
ing the Archaeological Survey 
of  India (ASI) to clean up the 
place and develop is as a tourist 
spot so that many students and 
tourists can visit and also ac-
quaint themselves with the his-
tory of  the region. 

Pundalik Kalliganur, a his-
tory buff, said, “We have visited 
the place which is spread across 
three acres of  land. It is home 
to memorial stones called Veer-
agallu which tell stories of  the 
then Nayakas who fought 
against enemies to save the 
temple. There is a gun installed 
on the memorial stone as a trib-
ute to the Nayakas which shows 
that they were martyred by en-
emies who used guns. This is 
our first impression after 
watching the memorial stone. 
There is a need to carry out a 
detailed study and research 
here”.

A Karatagi resident said, 
“We had seen the well on the 
premises brimming with water 
till three decades ago. We have 
heard from our elders that an 
old woman fell into the well, fol-
lowing which people stopped 
using its water. As a result, it 
was abandoned by the villagers 
due to which it has turned into 
a garbage dumping yard. We 
request the authorities to de-
velop the place as a tourist spot 
to not only attract tourists but 

also create employment and 
business opportunities for the 
locals.”

When contacted, an official 
from the Koppal district ad-
ministration said this comes 
under the purview of  the ASI. 
Officials at the Dharwad of-
fice of  the ASI did not respond 
to calls. 

The place is spread across three acres 
of land. It is home to memorial 
stones called Veeragallu which tell 
stories of Nayakas who fought 
against enemies to save the temple.

Pundalik Kalliganur, a history buff

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @  H o n n a v a r

AN auto driver was killed on the spot 
and two of  his friends seriously injured 
after a tipper rammed the autorickhaw 
in which the three travelling at Are An-
gadi village near Honnavar late Tues-
day night. The two injured have been 
identified as Jannu and Vasanth Naik, 
with whom Vinayak Narayan Bhat, the 
person who was driving the tipper had 
an argument over a financial matter. Af-
ter the verbal duel, the duo met Lobo, 
the auto driver and were returning 
home in his auto. With a motive to kill 
the two, Bhat allegedly rammed a tipper 
into the three-wheeler. While Lobo died 
died on the spot, the two passengers sus-
tained serious injuries and were rushed 
to a hospital where they are undergoing 
treatment. The accused is at large and 
the police have launched a manhunt to 
nab him. Honnavar police have regis-
t e r e d  a  c o m p l a i n t  a n d  a r e 
investigating.

Accident or 
murder? 1 killed, 
two injured

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@  H u b b a l l i

IN the wake of  ongoing main-
tenance and upgradation 
work at Karatagi and Sid-
dapur stations, there will be 
an extension of  partial 
cancellation of  the fol-
l o w i n g  t r a i n 
services. 
Train No 17303 SSS 
Hubballi-Karatagi 
Express commencing 
from December 1 to 10 
will remain partially can-
celled between Gangavathi 
and Karatagi stations. It will 
be short-terminated at Gan-
gavathi station.

Train No 17304 Karatagi-

SSS Hubballi Express com-
mencing from December 2 to 
11 will originate from Ganga-
vathi station instead of  Kara-
tagi. It will be partially can-
celled between Karatagi and 
Gangavathi stations.

Train No 07381 SSS Hub-
balli-Karatagi Passen-

ger Special journey 
commencing from De-
cember 1 to 10 will re-
main partially can-
c e l l e d  b e t w e e n 

Gangavathi and Karata-
gi stations. It will be short-

terminated at Gangavathi 
station.

Train No 07382 Karatagi-
SSS Hubballi Passenger Spe-
cial commencing from De-

cember 1 to 10 will originate 
from Gangavathi station in-
stead of  Karatagi. It will be 
partially cancelled between 
Karatagi and Gangavathi sta-
tions. Train No 16545 Yesvant-
pur-Karatagi Express com-
mencing from December 1 to 
10 will remain partially can-
celled between Gangavathi 
and Karatagi stations. It will 
be short-terminated at Gan-
gavathi station.

Train No 16546 Karatagi-
Yesvantpur Express journey 
commencing from December 
2 to 11 will originate from 
Gangavathi station instead of  
Karatagi. It will be partially 
cancelled between Karatagi 
and Gangavathi stations.

PARTIAL CANCELLATION OF 
TRAIN SERVICES EXTENDED

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Youth Festival today
Haveri: The district 
administration and Youth 
Empowerment and Sports 
Department will organise a 
youth festival titled 
‘Yuvajanotsava’ on Friday at 
Haveri town’s Hosmani 
Siddappa District Stadium.

Silver crown, gold 
stolen from temple 
Gadag: Miscreants broke into a 
temple and stole the gold chain 
and silver crown from the idol 
of Goddess Holalamma in
Shirahatti. The temple 
authorities have removed the 
CCTV cameras for some days as 
renovation work of the temple 
is in progress. Taking advantage 
of the situation, the thieves 
made away with the valuables. 

The state government has sent an advisory to 
all the districts to keep a vigil on patients 
suffering from any symptom of pneumonia

K Venkatesh, 
Minister


