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JERUSALEM

MILITANT group Hamas released 
two more Israeli women hostages on 
Thursday with more Palestinian 
prisoners to be freed under an ex-
tended truce that has paused weeks 
of  deadly conflict.

With the current truce set to ex-
pire early Friday, international bod-
ies have called for a lasting halt to 
the violence, sparked by deadly Ha-
mas attacks on Israel that prompted 
it to mount a devastating assault on 
the Gaza Strip.

US Secretary of State Anthony 
Blinken met with Israeli and Pales-
tinian leaders to seek a longer pause 
that would allow further prisoner-
hostage exchanges and more aid for 
displaced civilians in Gaza.

The Israeli military said on Thurs-
day at least two women hostages had 
been returned from Gaza after being 
released to the Red Cross by 
Hamas.

More were expected to be trans-
ferred “in the next few hours”, it 
said. Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu’s office named the 
two as French-Israeli dual national 
Mia Shem, 21, and Amit Soussana, 
40.

Israel is due to release more Pales-
tinian prisoners in turn, after the 
sides agreed to extend the pause in 

combat operations until Friday. 
International bodies have called 

for more time to allow medical sup-
plies, food and fuel into the besieged 
Gaza Strip after fierce combat and 
bombardments sparked by Hamas’s 
bloody October 7 attacks on Israel.

“We have seen over the last week 
the very positive development of  
hostages coming home, being reu-
nited with their families,” Blinken 
said at a meeting with Israeli Presi-
dent Isaac Herzog in Tel Aviv.

“It’s also enabled an increase in 
humanitarian assistance to go to in-

nocent civilians in Gaza who need it 
desperately. So this process is pro-
ducing results. It’s important, and 
we hope that it can continue.”

Blinken later told Netanyahu it 
was “imperative” to protect civil-
ians in southern Gaza “before any 
military operations there”.

The latest extended truce had been 
due to end at 0500 GMT Thursday, 
but the Israeli army said the “opera-
tional pause” would continue as in-
ternational mediators negotiate the 
release of  hostages held by Hamas. 
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2 MORE ISRAELIS FREED 
UNDER EXTENDED TRUCE

US Secretary of State Blinken says temporary ceasefire producing results,  
urges Israel to extend it further

Palestinian activist Ahed Tamimi (centre) in the West Bank town of Ramallah after she was 
released from prison by Israel on Thursday |  AP

Hamas attack 
kills 3 Israelis 
in West Bank
JERUSALEM

HAMAS claimed responsi-
bility for a shooting attack 
in Jerusalem that killed 
three people on Thursday, 
shortly after the extension 
of  a truce between Israel 
and the Islamist group 
that rules Gaza.

Police said the two gun-
men who carried out the 
attack were from annexed 
east Jerusalem and were 
shot dead at the scene, 
near a bus stop on the 
western side of  the city, 
where there are no check-
points controlling entry.

“Two terrorists arrived 
in a car, one of  them 
armed with an M-16 and 
the other with a pistol,” 
and opened fire, Jerusa-
lem police chief  Doron 
Torgeman told reporters.

The two gunmen were 
shot dead “after the attack 
by two off-duty IDF (Israeli 
army) soldiers and anoth-
er civilian who fired at 
them”, police said in a 
statement. “A police search 
of the terrorists’ car re-
vealed ammunition and 
weaponry,” it added. Police 
identified those killed as a 
73-year-old rabbi, Elime-
lech Waserman, along 
with Hana Ifergan, 67, and 
Livia Dikman, 24. In a 
statement issued hours 
later claiming responsibil-
ity, Hamas called the at-
tack “a natural response to 
the unprecedented crimes 
of  the occupier in the Gaza 
Strip and against children 
in Jenin”, in the Israeli-
occupied West Bank.


