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Medico’s death: Court 
rejects Ruwise’s bail plea
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @T’Puram

THE Thiruvananthapuram Ad-
ditional Chief  Judicial Magis-
trate Court on Monday rejected 
the bail plea of  Dr Ruwise, ac-
cused of  abetting the suicide of  
Dr Shahana, a medical PG stu-
dent. The court dismissed the 
plea saying the accused had 
committed a ‘grave offence’. 
Also, the court considered the 
argument of  the public prose-
cutor that the investigation 
would be adversely affected if  
Ruwise is granted bail.

The custody application 
moved by the Medical College 
police will be considered on 
Tuesday. The police had sub-
mitted a petition earlier, seek-
ing the custody of  Ruwise for 
further interrogation and evi-
dence collection. But the inves-
tigation by the police to trace 
Abdul Rasheed, the father of  
Ruwise, has reached nowhere. 

He went absconding since the 
police arraigned him as an ac-
cused in the case. As per the 
relatives of  Shahana, Abdul 
Rasheed, a government con-
tractor, had clear involvement 
in the case as he insisted on Ru-
wise to demand dowry from 
Shahana’s family.

Shahana’s mother had earli-
er told the police that Ruwise’s 
relatives sought dowry and put 
pressure on the medico. Based 
on the statement, Ruwise’s kin 
will be questioned, said the po-
lice. “We searched the resi-
dence of  Abdul Rasheed in Kol-
lam on Sunday night and some 
other places nearby on Monday 
too. Efforts are on to trace him. 
We expect the court to consider 
the custody application on 
Tuesday so that we can inter-
rogate Ruwise to get more de-
tails pertaining to the case,” 
said P Harilal, Medical College 
inspector of  police.

YSRC appoints 11 new assembly constituency coordinators
Vijayawada: In a fast paced development, the YSRC on Monday appointed 11 new assembly 
constituency coordinators which saw three ministers and one former minister shifted from 

their current constituencies. The party appointed coordinators to five Constituencies 
reserved for SCs and also dropped four sitting MLAs. The party dropped two big winners in 

the 2019 elections — Alla Ramakrishna Reddy who defeated TDP national general 
secretary Nara Lokesh and Tippala Nagi Reddy who trounced Jana Sena Party chief Pawan 

Kalyan in Gajuwaka — and replaced them with BC leaders at both the places.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

TEA BREAK
Filmmakers Adoor Gopalakrishnan and Cary Sawhney, along with critic A Meera Sahib (c) having tea at a temporary stall  at 

Tagore theatre in Thiruvananthapuram on Monday, the fourth day of 28th International Film Festival of Kerala |  VINCENT PULICKAL

T O B Y  A N T O N Y  @Kochi

THRISSUR-BASED Highrich 
Online Shoppe Pvt Ltd, which 
was booked by the State GST 
department for tax evasion to 
the tune of  `126 crore, is also 
facing numerous criminal cas-
es across Kerala, it has emerged. 
Meanwhile, GST department 
officials said in the tax evasion 
case, the company will have to 
pay a penalty of  around `125 
crore, besides the `126 crore it 
evaded.

The Thrissur district 
collector on Thursday 
ordered provisional at-
tachment of  properties 
and bank account of  
Highrich, its directors 
Prathapan Kolatt Das-
an and co-founder 
Sreena Prathapan. 
The order came after a 
case was registered 
against the firm and 
its directors under the 
Banning of  Unregu-
lated Deposit Scheme 
(BUDS) Act at Cherpu 
police  station in 
Thrissur. 

The Kerala GST In-
t e l l i g e n c e  Wi n g , 
Kasargod, arrested 
Prathapan on Decem-
ber 1. He was granted 
bail by the Ernakulam Addi-
tional Chief  Judicial Magis-
trate (Economic Offences) 
court on Thursday. 

According to Kozhikode na-
tive Valsan P A, who moved 
court against Highrich and 
sought registering a case under 
BUDS Act, crime branch offi-
cials told him that the police 
had registered 13 cases against 
the firm. Despite cases regis-
tered as back as 2021, no further 
action was taken against the 

firm, and it continued to thrive, 
launching various investment 
schemes, including online 
shopping, cryptocurrency and 
OTT platforms, Valsan said.

Prathapan had been convict-
ed earlier for running a money-
chain company, Greenco Secu-
rities Pvt Ltd. 

“Police played a game of  cat 
and mouse. The lethargy by au-
thorities, including the police, 
allowed Highrich to flourish,” 
alleged Valsan. 

Cherpu SHO (station 
house officer) Shibu T V 
said multiple cases have 
been registered against 
the firm, and that he 
could not divulge more 

details. Irinjalakuda 
DySP Shaiju T K said 
a case was first regis-
tered suo moto against 
Highrich at Cherpu 
police station in 2021. 
“The police have filed 
a chargesheet in court 
after completing the 
probe in one case. The 
second case was regis-
tered this year and the 
investigation is on,” 
Shaiju said.

On January 22, the 
Sulthan Bathery po-
lice in Wayanad regis-
tered a case against 

Highrich for duping a person 
named Arjun N S. He alleged 
that he was approached by peo-
ple associated with the firm on-
line and urged to invest. In Oc-
tober 2022, he invested `32,000, 
but is yet to receive any of  the 
monetary benefits promised.

On July 28, 2022, the Ernaku-
lam South Police booked 
Prathapan, Serena and Bincy 
Abraham, a leader with High-
rich, for cheating a Panampilly 
Nagar native.

Not just tax evasion, 
Highrich Ltd booked 
in multiple cases

A case was first 
registered suo 
moto against 

Highrich at Cherpu 
police station in 
2021. The police 

have filed a 
chargesheet in 

court after 
completing the 

probe in one case

Shaiju T K, 
Irinjalakuda DySP

Pinarayi Vijayan @pinarayivijayan
The enchanting gatherings of thousands at #NavaKeralaSadas in Idukki, De-
vikulam, and Udumbanchola constituencies were empowering spectacles. 
This fuels our commitment to sculpt a prosperous future for Kerala.
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ROADS TO NILAKKAL PACKED WITH VEHICLES
Vehicles blocked on Erumeli, Pathanamthitta routes to control the influx of pilgrims at Pampa and Sannidhanam

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Pathanamthitta

THOUGH the heavy rush of  pil-
grims at Sabarimala temple 
continued on Monday, concert-
ed efforts by the police and TDB 
staff  ensured better crowd 
management at the Sannidhan-
am and Nadapandal. However, 
blocking of  vehicles on Erume-
li-Sabarimala and Pathan-
amthitta-Sabarimala routes led 
to a long tail-up of  vehicles. 

The vehicles were blocked to 
control the influx of  pilgrims at 
Pampa and Sannidhanam. 

Long queues of  vehicles 
could be seen at Eruthu-
vapuzha, Kanamala, Alappad 
Junction, Naranamthodu, 
Laha, Plapally, and Elavunkal. 
So, pilgrims coming from 
Erumeli and Pathanamthitta 
had to wait for hours on road 
even before reaching Nilakkal.

As per the details shared by 
the police, till 7pm on Monday, 
54,692 pilgrims reached Sannid-
hanam through virtual Q. A to-
tal of  15,93,633 pilgrims visited 
the hill shrine this season. Last 
year, around 50 lakh pilgrims 
visited the hill shrine and the 
temple revenue crossed `350 
crore. From this week, 80-85 pil-

grims will be allowed to climb 
the holy steps in a minute. As 
many as 1,950 policemen are on 
duty in Sabarimala. 

“KSRTC’s Sabarimala serv-
ices earned `13 .09 crore till 
date. On days of  rush, KSRTC’s 

daily collection was around ̀ 60 
lakh. We have sold 22,02,000 
tickets for Sabarimala services
this season. We are operating 
148 chain services on Pampa-
Nilakkal route and 38 long-dis-
tance services daily,” said 

KSRTC Pampa special officer 
Sunilkumar T. In the first 10 
days of  pilgrimage season, 
KSRTC earned over `5 crore 
and daily collection stood at 
around `50 lakh.

As part of  safety arrange-
ments, pilgrims were blocked 
at various places on the forest 
trekking path from Pampa to 
Sannidhanam. A special reve-
nue squad led by the duty mag-
istrate and the executive mag-
istrate has been deployed to 
ensure drinking water facili-
ties and safety of  devotees. The 
special queue for the disabled, 
elderly and children has come 

as a huge relief  to such pil-
grims. The supply of  drinking 
water and biscuits has been in-
tensified. New water kiosks 
have been set up at Pampa in 
addition to KWA’s drinking wa-
ter distribution centres. 

Nilakkal provided parking 
facilities for 61,307 vehicles
from November 30 to December 
10. Police sources said though 
there are 17 parking grounds at 
Nilakkal, parking facilities are 
not being fully utilised owing to 
the absence of  staff  to direct 
drivers to vacant spaces. 

“Last year, at least three per-
sons were deployed on each 
parking ground and it helped 
a c c o m m o d at e  m a x i m u m 
number of  vehicles at each 
ground. But now the drivers 
are parking vehicles in the 
parking ground as they like. If  
TDB deploys employees to man-
age the parking of  vehicles on 
the parking grounds, it will 
help utilise the maximum space 
and a maximum of  8,000 vehi-
cles can be parked on these 
grounds at a time,” said police 
sources. 

TDB president P S Prasanth 
said that he would look into the 
issue and ensure smooth park-
ing of  vehicles at Nilakkal.

The jam-packed queue of pilgrims near the sreekovil  of the Lord Ayyappa Temple in 
Sabarimala on Monday |  SHAJI VETTIPURAM

BJP, Cong blame govt
Pathanamthitta: Congress and 
BJP came down heavily on the 
government and Travancore 
Devaswom Board alleging the 
authorities failed to ensure 
basic facilities for Sabarimala 
pilgrims.  BJP state president K 
Surendran on Monday said the 
alleged cold war between TDB 
and police is the reason for the 
issues in Sabarimala. Former 
opposition leader Ramesh 
Chennithala also flayed the 
government after visiting 
Edathavalam at Sabarimala. 

UDF delegation to visit Pampa today
T’ PURAM: In the wake of widespread complaints about the lack of 

intervention by the government to address crowd management 
issues in Sabarimala, a UDF delegation will visit Pampa on Tuesday.  
UDF convener M M Hassan said that the delegation will take stock 

of the situation in Sabarimala. The team will also ensure that 
adequate facilities are provided to the pilgrims.


