
CBI lists ex-Mumbai top cop, 
others as 'unrelied' witnesses

MUMBAI 
 
The Central Bureau of  

Investigation (CBI) has 
submitted a list of  23 wit-
nesses it would not be ex-
amining against former 
media executive Indrani 
Mukerjea and other ac-
cused in connection with 
the killing of  her daughter 
Sheena Bora. 

The agency in the list, 
submitted to a special CBI 
court here on Thursday, 
that includes Mumbai's 
former police commission-
er Rakesh Maria and other 
police officials said they 
would not be examined in 
the trial as they were "un-
relied witnesses". 

Indrani and her two for-
mer husbands - Peter Muk-
erjea and Sanjeev Khanna - 

are accused of  being in-
volved in the killing of  
Sheena Bora, Indrani's 
daughter from her first re-
lation. Sheena (24) was 
murdered on April 24, 2012, 
allegedly by her mother In-
drani, Khanna, and driver 
Shyamvar Rai in conspira-
cy with Peter Mukerjea. 

The killing, however, 
came to light only in 2015 
when Rai was arrested by 
the Mumbai police in an-
other case. At the time, 
Maria was the city police 
commissioner and had su-
pervised the probe. 

The case was later trans-
ferred to the CBI. 

Indrani had earlier this 
year sought the court to di-
rect the CBI to submit a list 
of  witnesses it was going 
to examine. 

In April, the agency had 
submitted a list of  92 wit-
nesses who would be exam-
ined. 

Haryana to soon have own state song 
Chandigarh: Haryana will soon get its own state song reflecting the rich history, heritage and vibrant 
culture of the state, Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar said while introducing a proposal on the first day 
of the winter session of Vidhan Sabha here. Three songs chosen by the government were played in the 
House that would decide on one song to be officially declared as the state song.  

NATION
BHOPAL | SATURDAY | DECEMBER 16, 2023

Washout in LS... 
It was also demanding action against BJP MP Pratap 
Simha, who had authorised the visitor passes for the two 
men who breached security to enter the House.The 
usual laying of papers as well as standing committee 
reports could not be tabled in the lower house on 
Thursday and Friday due to protests. The three bills that 
seek to replace the criminal laws were listed on the 
agenda on Thursday and Friday but could not be taken up 
for consideration. 
Soon after the  RS met at 11 AM, it was adjourned till 2 
PM within minutes amid protest by Opposition after 
Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar rejected their demand to 
suspend the scheduled business of the day to discuss the 
security breach in Parliament. Soon after the listed papers 
were tabled, the Chairman informed the members that 
he had received 23 notices under Rule 267 of the Rajya 
Sabha procedures for suspension of the scheduled 
business of the day to discuss the "serious situation arising 
out of breach of security" in Parliament on December 13. 
The Chairman did not approve the notices, and 
announced the Zero Hour. 
At this point, the entire Opposition members erupted in 
protest. Aam Aadmi Party member Raghav Chadha tried 
to raise a point of order by making a hand gesture. 
Dhankar objected to the gesture, and said, "Mr Chadha, 
you don't have to do like this (hand gesture) to raise a 
point of order...use your tongue...don't do it." "... you 
were convicted, you were sentenced by this House," the 
Chairman said to him. Chadha was earlier suspended 
from the Upper House, but his suspension was ended 
later. 
At 2 PM, Opposition members were up in arms again 
raising the security breach issue. 
Dhankhar adjourned the proceedings for the day as his 
repeated request for order in the house did not yield 
result. 
The house will now reconvene on December 18. 
Before adjourning the house, Dhankhar asked Leader of 
Opposition Mallikarjun Kharge and Leader of the House 
Piyush Goyal, and other floor leaders to meet him in his 
chamber. Kharge had said the home minister of the 
country can give interviews on TV but is averse to giving 
a statement on the floor of Parliament. 
"INDIA parties demand that Shri Amit Shah should give a 
statement in the Parliament and then it should be 
discussed in both the houses," he said. "It is our duty to 
raise our voice on this serious issue of national security, it 
is our parliamentary duty," Kharge also said in a post in 
Hindi on X. 
"What kind of justice is it to illegally suspend opposition 
MPs over the huge lapse in security of Parliament and its 
MPs," he also asked. 
 

Woman shot... 
Kajal was in touch with another person, which Devendra 
disliked and asked her not to talk to the man. Furious 
over the attitude of his friend, he planned to kill her and 
on Thursday night, he executed the crime. Maravi told 
reporters that the probe into the case was underway and 
accused was being questioned. On Friday, the victim's 
family and villagers staged protest on Narsinghpur 
highway and demanded stringent punishment against the 
accused. The family claimed that the accused had been 
harassing her for two years. 
 
Forgive students... 
In a letter, he drew attention of CJ to the incident 
wherein the Chancellor of a private university professor 
Ranjeet Singh fell ill during train journey to Jhansi from 
Delhi. The students travelling in the train took him out 
from train at Gwalior station. They snatched the key 
from the driver of the car to rush the ailing professor to 
nearest hospital. However, professor's life could not be 
saved. The car belongs to a Judge. The police have 
identified 10 accused involved in the incident.    
 
No Apex Court.. 
The bench told senior advocate Huzefa Ahmadi, 
appearing for the mosque committee, who said the high 
court has been considering interlocutory applications 
having 'far reaching ramifications' in the matter and 
passing orders, that the order of the high court passed on 
Thursday has not been formally challenged before it. 
Ahmadi said the high court is entertaining application 
after application even as the issue of its jurisdiction to 
transfer to itself all matters related to the dispute is under 
challenge before the apex court. 
 
Ladli Behna... 
In the order, it was also said that action would be taken 
against those who would violate the order. 
After the order kicked up a controversy, the directorate 
of Women and Child Development Department directed 
the official to cancel it. Immediately after receiving 
instructions from the directorate, the official scrapped the 
order. When the order was issued, the Congress leaders 
alleged that it was a conspiracy to write off the scheme.  
 
Move Czech... 
The plea alleged that Gupta -- who was detained at 
Prague Airport on June 30 this year -- was subjected to 
forced consumption of beef and pork during his detention 
in Czech custody and was denied consular access, the 
right to contact his family in India, and the freedom to 
seek legal representation. "The petitioner seeks the 
appointment of legal counsel in both countries-Czech 
Republic and the US. He specifically requests the court to 
appoint an Indian advocate to represent him, 
underscoring the language barrier and the lack of 
adequate representation during the extradition trial in 
Prague," it added.
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Nothing changed in 11 yrs, says Nirbhaya�s mom
 NEW DELHI 

 
"It has been 11 years and 
nothing has changed. We 
got justice with everyone's 
cooperation but several 
cases are stuck in the lower 
court for 10 to 12 years," 
said the mother of  the 23-
year-old paramedic 
student whose gang-rape 
and murder on December 
16, 2012, had seared the na-
tion's soul. 

The student, who came to 
be known as Nirbhaya -- 
the fearless one -- was 
raped and brutally assault-
ed inside a moving bus in 
south Delhi by six people, 
before being thrown out on 
the road. She died on De-
cember 29, 2012, in Singa-
pore's Mount Elizabeth 
Hospital. Of  the six ac-
cused, Ram Singh 
allegedly committed sui-
cide in the Tihar Jail days 
after the trial began in the 
case while the juvenile was 
released in 2015 after 

spending three years in a 
correctional home. The 
other four convicts -- 
Mukesh Singh (32), Pawan 
Gupta (25), Vinay Sharma 
(26) and Akshay Kumar 
Singh (31) -- were hanged to 
death in Tihar jail on 
March 20, 2020. 

Nirbhaya's father Badri-
nath Singh claimed that 
even now, whenever inci-
dents of  rape happen, no-

body stands with the vic-
tim. "We got justice as the 
whole nation was with us. 
Fast track court helped us 
to get justice for our daugh-
ter," he said. 

Her mother Asha Devi 
said that cases of  crimes 
against women have not 
decreased still. "Laws were 
made, but nothing was 
done. Sometimes we get so 
disappointed by the feeling 

that nothing is going to 
change. Many cases come 
to us also and we can only 
extend our moral support 
to them." Badrinath Singh 
said, "Giving justice to one 
Nirbhaya will not give jus-
tice to everyone. What hap-
pened to Anjali who was 
dragged on New Year's 
Eve? During the investiga-
tion, it was found that the 
accused were drunk, but it 

was not her fault." "When 
the protests were held in 
our daughter's case, 
several women took part in 
it with their children and 
faced water canon. People 
struggled a lot during that 
period. But nothing has 
changed," he added. 

Anjali Singh, an employ-
ee of  an event management 
firm, was allegedly 
dragged under a car for 

kilometres on December 31 
night in 2022 in Delhi be-
fore she succumbed to seri-
ous wounds while still un-
der the car. Nirbhaya's 
mother said that the sys-
tem should function prop-
erly. There should be 
change, justice should be 
given on time and police 
should also work properly, 
she said. 

"What happened to the 
case in which 25-year-old 
Anjali was dragged for 12 
kilometres? "I met her fam-
ily. Her mother is not well 
and she was the only earn-
ing person in the family," 
Asha Devi said. 

According to a National 
Crime Records Bureau re-
port, Delhi recorded the high-
est number of  crimes against 
women among the 19 metro-
politan cities in India in 2022. 
The national capital reported 
14,158 cases of  crimes against 
women in 2022 followed by 
6,176 in Mumbai and 3,924 in 
Bengaluru.

WOMEN�S SAFETY: Crimes against women have not 
decreased, says Nirbhaya's mother

Of the six accused, Ram Singh  
allegedly committed suicide in the  
Tihar Jail days after the trial began. 

The other four convicts -- Mukesh Singh (32), 
Pawan Gupta (25), Vinay Sharma (26) and 
Akshay Kumar Singh (31) -- were hanged to 
death in Tihar jail on March 20, 2020. The 
uvenile was released in 2015 after spending 
3 years in a correctional home.

RHEA MOVES HIGH 
COURT AGAINST CBI 
LOOKOUT CIRCULAR  

MUMBAI 

Rhea Chakraborty has 
moved the Bombay High 
Court challenging the look-
out circular issued against 
her by the Central Bureau 
of  Investigation (CBI) in 
connection with its probe 
into the death of  actor 
Sushant Singh Rajput.  

Rajput was found dead 
in his apartment in subur-
ban Bandra on June 14, 
2020, and his father had, in 
July that year, lodged a 
complaint with Bihar po-
lice accusing Chakraborty, 
the actor's then girlfriend, 
and her kin of  abetting his 
suicide.  

In her plea, Chakraborty 
sought for the circular to 
be quashed and in a sepa-
rate application sought 
temporary suspension of  
the circular as she has to 
travel abroad for a profes-
sional event. 

COURT DENIES BAIL TO 
TWO ABVP ACTIVISTS

 GWALIOR 

A court in Madhya 
Pradesh has denied bail to 
two ABVP activists arrest-
ed for allegedly forcibly 
taking a high court judge's 
car parked outside a rail-
way station to rush an ail-
ing man, who was the vice-
chancellor of  a private uni-
versity, to a hospital. 

Special Judge for dacoity 
cases Sanjay Goyal on 
Wednesday rejected the 
bail applications of  Akhil 
Bharatiya Vidyarthi 
Parishad (ABVP) Gwalior 
secretary Himanshu 
Shrotriya (22) and deputy 
secretary Sukrit Sharma 
(24), observing that one 
seeks help with politeness 
and not with force. 

According to additional 
government prosecutor 
Sachin Agrawal, 
Shrotriya and Sharma 
were arrested on Monday 

and charged under MP 
Dakaiti Aur Vyapharan 
Prabhavit Kshetra Ad-
hiniyam (MPDVPK Act), 
an anti-dacoity law, after 
they snatched a car's key 
from its driver at Gwalior 
railway station and took 
an ailing man to hospital. 

The activists of  the stu-
dent organisation were 
produced in court on 
Tuesday which remanded 
them in judicial custody 
for 14 days, he said. 

Citing the police case di-
ary, judge Goyal also ob-
served that an ambulance 
had reached the place by 
the time the accused were 
trying to take the ailing 
man to the hospital in the 
car. An ambulance is the 

appropriate vehicle to 
transport an ailing person 
to the hospital, the court 
said. Meanwhile, calling 
the action against the ac-
tivists "injustice", the 
ABVP said it would 
launch a statewide agita-
tion. The outfit's MP secre-
tary Sandeep Vaishnav 
said on Thursday, "The 
health of  a passenger on a 
train became serious on 
Monday.  

The ABVP men who 
were travelling from Delhi 
to Gwalior on the train 
passed on the information 
to our functionaries at 
Gwalior station." 

SHEENA 
BORA CASE

SUSHANT  
DEATH CASE

No Friday prayers for 
10th consecutive week

SRINAGAR 
 

The management committee 
of  the Jamia Masjid in 
Nowhatta here alleged that 
the Jammu and Kashmir ad-
ministration did not allow 
Friday prayers for the tenth 
consecutive week. 

Anjuman Auqaf  Jamia 
Masjid in a statement said 
the authorities once again 
disallowed Friday prayers at
the central mosque for the 
10th consecutive Friday and 
also put Mirwaiz-e-Kashmir 
Muhammad Umar Farooq, 
who delivers the Friday ser-

mon there, under house de-
tention.The Anjuman said 
that no reason is provided by 
the authorities for these re-
strictions and curbs. 

Meanwhile, the Mirwaiz 
condemned the repeated clo-
sure of  the mosque on Fri-
days and his "arbitrary on-
off  detention", including on 
Fridays. "I fail to understand 
why the central Jamia 
Masjid was being targeted 
again and again unless it is to 
cause grief  to the Muslims of  
the valley and show them 
their place in Naya Kashmir," 
the statement said.

For taking judge's car to 
rush man to hospital 


