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HC ASKS AUTHORITIES TO HOLD 
AVANIYAPURAM JALLIKATTU | 5

CM REVIEWS FLOOD SITUATION; MINISTERS 
INSPECT RELIEF WORKS IN TUTICORIN | 5

Half of Tuticorin city  flooded, villages cut off
MOBILE, INTERNET CONNECTIVITY  COMPLETELY DISRUPTED BUT SHOPS MANAGE TO OPEN IN A FEW AREAS

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

A
semblance of  normalcy 
returned to this flood-
ravaged district  on 
Wednesday evening with 
shops opening in a few 

areas of  the city but many low-lying 
areas are still waterlogged. Many vil-
lages on the Tirunelveli-Tuticorin 
highway road and Tuticorin-
Tiruchendur highway road remained 
cut off  three days after roads were 
washed away in the torrential rain.

Residential areas in the city in-
cluding Bryant Nagar, P&T colony, 
CEG Nagar, SBI colony, Golden 
Puram, S M Puram, Muthammal 
colony, Pushpa Nagar and Masilama-
ni Nagar are the most affected. Till 
Wednesday evening, water level till 
the ground floor of  houses was ob-
served in Muthammal colony, P&T 
Nagar and CEG Nagar. Mobile con-
nectivity in the whole city was 
down and the internet con-
nectivity was completely 
disrupted. Due to this, most 
of  the helplines opened by 
the state government were 
useless, said residents.

Important roads connecting 
Thoothukudi Government Hospital, 
railway station and bus stand remain 
flooded. Approach roads to villages on 

the Tirunelveli-Tuticorin highway 
are completely damaged and many 
villages including Madukarai, Nana-
lkadu, Arampannai and Padugaiyur 

were cut off. Villages like Athur, 
Kurumbur and Arumuganeri 
on the road between Tuticorin 
and Tiruchendur were cut off  
from the main road as connect-

ing roads and a few culverts 
were washed away.

The ground floor of  Thoothukudi 
Government Hospital is still flooded 
with knee-deep water all along the ap-
proach roads. Patients were moved to 

the first floor while a few who were 
critical were shifted to Tirunelveli 
government hospital. As corporation 
and state government officials strug-
gle to supply food and essentials, 
NGOs, private colleges and traders 
association are pitching in to help the 
residents. M S A Gnanaselvam, secre-
tary of  traders association in Tuti-
corin, said many private organisa-
tions have started supplying food for 
people in the city. “Today, government 
officials have also provided necessary 
support to families stuck in residen-
tial areas,” he added.
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F rom being virtually marooned two days ago, Anush-
iya Mayil and her family consider it nothing short 
of  a miracle to have been airlifted to the Govern-

ment Rajaji Hospital (GRH) in Madurai 200 km away 
where she gave birth to a healthy baby boy on Wednesday 
morning. The 27-year-old woman from Srivaikuntam in 
Tuticorin district was preparing for the birth of  her sec-
ond child around December 25. However, things turned 
upside down amid the deluge on Sunday night. Anushiya’s 
mother Sethulakshmi said their house in Vallanadu was 
flooded. “We wanted to get her to a hospital, but our vehi-
cle to Srivaikuntam government hospital got stuck in the 
rain water. We came to know 
that the GH too was flooded. 
So we went to stay at a rela-
tive’s house in Srivaikuntam 
on Monday, but even that 
building was flooded,” she 
said.

“We were forced to the top 
floor and terrace. There was 
no power and we could not 
get even milk for my grand-
son. The emergency helpline 
numbers we tried were busy 
or the person who answered 
would ask us to wait. The IAF 
helicopter was our final 
hope,” Sethulakshmi said. “Finally on Tuesday morning, 
we caught glimpse of  a helicopter. Some children who 
were staying in the same building quickly wrote down 
the words, ‘Medicine’ ‘Help’ on a chart paper and waved. 
Luckily, it caught their eye,” recounts Anushiya. 

Along with her husband Perumal, mother Sethulak-
shmi and elder son Jaswant, she was rescued by an Mi-17 
V5 helicopter and airlifted to Madurai airport on Tuesday 
where she was received by Madurai district collector MS 
Sangeetha. “I was worried about my daughter as she had 
been feeling some pain and got nauseous after she got onto 
the helicopter,” says Sethulakshmi.

Anushiya was taken in an ambulance and admitted 
to GRH. Doctors said both Anushiya, who had a normal 
delivery, and the newborn baby were in good health. The 
baby was born at 2.06 am and weighed 3.18 kg. Even as the 
family has a reason to celebrate now, it may take a while 
for them to return to normalcy as their home and belong-
ings remain damaged in floods.
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S everal salt manufacturers in  Tu-
ticorin district have suffered 
huge losses after their  stocks 

were wiped out in  the recent floods. 
According to manufacturers and mer-
chants in the region, following a low 
season until October and two consecu-
tive years of  decline in the salt industry, 
the floods are expected to further re-
duce salinity, resulting in a subsequent 
decrease in production.

M Arun, a salt manufacturer from 
Mullakadu, said that he had been un-
able to access his salt pan for the past 
three days and couldn’t even estimate 
the extent of  his losses. Due to flooding, 
Arun had to relocate to Madurai as his 
Tuticorin residence was submerged in 
floodwaters. “Salt production already 
declined in the last two years due to 
decreased salinity after erratic rainfall. 
Now, the flood will continue the down-

ward trend for the industry,” added 
Arun.

M Rajan, manager of  Dileepan Salt, 
a salt manufacturing company, said 
that more than 20,000 bags of  salt were 
washed away in the flood, and he was 
unable to contact the owner, who has 
been stranded in the city for the past 
three days. “Salt pans on Tiruchendur 

Road are the most affected as the near-
by Korampallam tank breached, inun-
dating them,” he said.

P Karthick, secretary of  the Salt 
Pan Labourer Association, expressed 
concerns about the industry’s chal-
lenges, stating, “Already, we were not 
paid properly in the last two years due 
to the industry’s downturn in 

Thoothukudi caused by decreased sa-
linity and reduced demand in the mar-
ket.” Karthick urged the government 
to treat salt pan labourers like farmers 
and provide relief  measures.

Highlighting the plight of  salt pan 
labourers, Karthick mentioned that 
many villagers in the suburbs rely on 
salt pan work, and a protest staged in 
Periyasamy Nagar on Wednesday 
morning was largely by salt pan labour-
ers. He emphasized that for many salt 
pan labourers, there are limited liveli-
hood options as there is minimal culti-
vation near the city.

K Muthu, a 42-year-old salt pan la-
bourer, has been unemployed for the 
last four months. “I started working in 
the salt pan when I was 16 years old, 
and I don’t know any work other than 
salt manufacturing. The flood has com-
pletely washed away my life. I have lost 
my house and belongings. I don’t have 
any hope in life now,” she said. 

Woman airlifted by 
IAF delivers baby

Flooded salt pans leave owners, workers in lurch

Residents block road 
seeking relief, food

CSG rescues 
woman in labour

Without food 
for three days

Min rescued 
from floods

Residents of Indira Colony, Periyasamy 
Nagar and M G R Nagar Korampallam 

suburbs in Tuticorin city on Wednesday 
picketed the Tirunelveli -Tuticorin State 
Highway demanding food and relief material. 
“No officials have visited the area for the last 
three days. Our children had no food and we 
couldn’t contact any of the panchayat leaders 
as mobiles were completely down. We really 
feel like foreigners in our own land, no political 
leaders have met us in the last three days,” 
said S Ramalakshmi of Indira Colony. Many 
suburbs in Tuticorin city including 
Veernayakathattu, Athimarapatti, Kalantharai, 
Mudukukadu and Mullakadu, are affected by 
water overflowing from the Korampallam tank. 
Muruga Perumal of Veernayakanthattu (ward 
52 of Tuticorin corporation), said no rescue 
operation was carried out even in the city 
limits. “We are left without food. I have to swim 
and reach the higher areas and get milk for the 
children. No information was passed to the 
residents when the Korampallam tank was 
opened,” he said. A senior police official from 
Ramanathapuram district given special charge 
said it is tough to handle the protesters. “Some 
people in the low lying area demand food while 
some others restrict the entry of vehicles 
carrying food. They demand pumping of water 
from the area,” he said. TNN

The Coastal Security 
Guards rescued a 

38-year-old pregnant 
woman experiencing 
labor pain and redirected 
her to the hospital. 
Konslin Mary, 38, and her 
mother Silvin Rani, 
residents of S M Puram, 
struggled for more than 
two hours to find a 
hospital in the locality as 
most of the hospitals 
were dysfunctional due to 
power supply issues. 
Silvin Rani recounted, “It 
was a sleepless night for 
my family. My son-in-law 
went to all the hospitals 
around Bryant Nagar and 
S M Puram to check the 
availability of doctors. He 
had to come back every 
time and inform us as our 
mobile phones were 
dead.” Eventually, Konslin 
was sent to Tuticorin 
Government Hospital

On Wednesday 
morning, 80-year-old 

T Muniyamma, with a 
broken left hand, was 
waving her other hand for 
help from the first floor of 
her house in Bryant 
Nagar. Coastal Security 
Guards from 
Ramanthapuram, who 
heard the cry for help 
from her husband 
Thangaraj, 87, directed a 
boat to her residence. The 
elderly couple climbed 
onto the boat with the 
assistance of a few 
youngsters in the locality. 
The guards rescued them 
and transported them to 
a camp. “We went 
without food for the last 
three days. Today 
morning, when I came out 
to get food, I slipped near 
the gate and fractured my 
left hand,” Muniyamma 
said.

State fisheries and 
fishermen welfare 

minister Anitha 
Radhakrishnan, who hails 
from Tuticorin, was 
rescued by Tamil Nadu 
Fire and Rescue 
Department on 
Wednesday morning. The 
minister was stranded in 
the floods in the Eral area 
of the district for the last 
three days. He later joined 
municipal administration 
minister K N Nehru to 
inspect the flood-affected 
areas in the city.
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TAKING STOCK: The six-member central team led by
Colonel K P Singh visited the flood-affected Tuticorin city
and parts of the district
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ANUSHIYA MAYIL WITH 
HER BABY 

Madurai: Defense personnel
and the Indian Coast Guard
continued their rescue and re-
lief  operations in Tuticorin
district on Wednesday. The In-
dian Army established critical
crossing lines, facilitating pe-
destrians to navigate roads
that were cut off. Several peo-
ple were rescued and assisted,
with 134 receiving medical ca-
re. Food materials were distri-
buted to over 800 people.

The Indian Coast Guard
mobilized three aircraft and
deployed eight independent
disaster relief  teams in Tutico-
rin. The two ICG ALH helicop-
ters stationed at Madurai air-
port conducted relief  sorties
early on Wednesday. In three
ALH sorties, the ICG dropped
over 1000kg of  relief  material
in various locations.

The Indian Navy opened
Tuticorin Airport for relief
operations on Wednesday. The

ICG shifted its operations from
Tuticorin airport to maximize
air coverage. The Navy distri-
buted 2.5 tonnes of  relief  mate-
rial and successfully rescued
50 people.

The relief  teams of  the ICG
also initiated the use of  Gemi-
ni boats for rescue operations.
People with special medical
conditions are being evacua-
ted to secure locations.

Indian Coast Guard Ship
Sujay, patrolling at sea off  Tuti-
corin, is actively contributing
to flood relief  efforts. Com-
mander of  Coast Guard Eas-
tern Region, Donny Michael,
visited Tuticorin on Wednes-
day to oversee the flood relief
efforts by the ICG.

The Indian Air Force deplo-
yed one Mi-17 V5 and four ALH
Dhruv helicopters for opera-
tions from Madurai and Tuti-
corin on Wednesday. Flying for
more than 25 hours, the IAF he-
licopters dropped nearly 24
tonnes of  relief  materials.

Defence services
continue rescue ops
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