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New Delhi: The Delhi high
court has said that it has
been coming across various
cases where the abuse of
Right to Information (RTI)
Act, 2005, has led to “paraly-
sis and fear” among govern-
ment officials.

The single judge bench
of  Justice Subramonium
Prasad said the RTI Act is
meant to further good gov-
ernance and the unfortunate
misuse of  the same will only
dilute its importance as well
as make government ser-
vants dither from carrying
out their duties.

“Right to Information
Act, 2005 was brought out
with a laudable objective of
bringing about transparen-
cy in the functioning of  the
government. The Act was
brought into to provide for
secure access to information
to every citizen, and to pre-
vent corruption and to hold
governments and their in-
strumentalities account-
able. However, this court is
now seeing increasing
abuse/misuse of  the RTI Act
and this case is a classic case
of  abuse of  the Right to In-
formation. 

The purpose of  the RTI
Act is meant to further good
governance, and unfortu-
nate misuse of  the same will
only dilute its importance as
well as make government
servants dither from carry-
ing out their activities (sic),”
said the bench. The court
was hearing a plea moved by
one Shishir Chand challeng-
ing an order passed by the
Central Information Com-
mission directing its regis-
try to not entertain any fur-
ther cases from him con-
cerning the untimely de-
mise of  his younger brother
on account of  alleged medi-
cal negligence of  one Dr Atul
Chhabra of  Jamshedpur's
Tata Memorial Hospital.

HC: RTI abuse
has triggered
paralysis in

bureaucracy

New Delhi: Even as the Supreme Court
verdict on the petition challenging the
electoral bonds scheme is awaited, there
appear to be concerns within the Election
Commission, particularly ahead of  the
general election next year, about unac-
counted cash making a comeback as the

primary mode of  political funding in the
event of  bonds or their anonymity being
scrapped. Though the EC opposes electo-
ral bonds on the grounds that they do not
offer transparency regarding the source
of  funds contributed to political parties
through this route, sources said their un-
availability in the present form could en-
courage big parties to switch back to ac-

cepting unexplained cash donations, of-
ten routed through conduits, to fund their
electoral campaigns.

Bonds have courted controversy over
offering anonymity to big donors like cor-
porates who are wary of  being identified
with a particular political party, but
sources revealed they have helped reduce
cash-based political funding by almost

80%. The government claims bonds have
enabled infusion of  clean money in politi-
cal donations through banking channels,
and due compliance of  tax obligations.
Sources said EC, as directed by SC, has
submitted full details of  contributions ev-
er received by political parties in the form
of  electoral bonds, in a sealed envelope.
An election expert said the next best alter-

native to electoral bonds may be cash pay-
ments or contributions through electoral
trusts. However, cash donations above
`̀20,000 need to be declared by the parties
in their annual contribution reports, as
mandated by Section 29(c) of  the Repre-
sentation of  the People Act, 1951. Even in
the case of  contributions routed through
electoral trusts, both the donor and donee

political party are to be named in the par-
ties’ contribution reports.

“Corporates may not find the anonym-
ity of  bonds in the current alternatives
available. Hence, the parties may be
forced to return to funding through unac-
counted cash...precisely the reason why
the bonds scheme was introduced,” said a
former government official.
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