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The PM 2.5 level recorded at Vellore 
on Monday. Nitrogen dioxide level 
was at 14 µg/m3 against the 
prescribed standard of 80 µg/m3
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VIT’s Dr Sekar Viswanathan 
elected vice president of EPSI
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vellore

DR Sekar Viswanathan was 
elected as the Vice President 
of  the Education Promotion 
Society for India (EPSI) at its 
11th General Body meeting 
held in Bangalore. 

Over 350 participants, in-
cluding chancellors, vice-
chancellors, presidents, and 
principals from higher-edu-
cation institutions nation-
wide, attended the event held 
on Friday. Viswanathan’s
election as Vice President is 
expected to benefit the EPSI 
as he can leverage his rich 
experience of  over 30 years 
in the education sector. He 

received the 2012 Young Edge 
National Award for his inno-
vative practices. He actively 
contributed to the National 
level Co-Chair of  
FICCI’s Higher Ed-
u c a t i o n 
Committee.

Dr MR Jayaram, 
Chancellor of  Ra-
maiah University, 
was elected as the 
President at the 
meet. EPSI is a 
non-profit society 
consisting 8,000 
member institu-
tions, spanning universities, 
colleges, and schools in In-
dia. It aims to foster educa-
tional growth and elevating 

quality standards in India. 
The organisation is also 
committed to enabling the 
implementation of  the Na-

tional Education 
Policy (NEP) 2020, 
in higher educa-
tion institutions 
and also work to-
wards globalisa-
tion of  Indian 
education.

EPSI has estab-
lished an interface 
platform for stake-
holders where they 
can discuss and 

address sector-related is-
sues. Dr Viswanathan is the 
Vice President of  VIT-
Vellore.

Delay in drainage works 
wrecks roads in Vellore 
P R A V E E N A  S  A  @ Vellore

IT seems public in Ward 49 of  
Vellore Municipal Corporation 
have to put up with poor roads 
here as long as the work on un-
derground drainage (UGD) 
projects is not completed. The 
latter works have stalled for 
over six months, thereby in-
creasing the trouble on the 
roads criss-crossing the locali-
ty.  Residents claimed around 60 
to 70 streets in the ward are 
currently in a state of  
disrepair owing to the 
prolonged delay on the 
part of a private com-
pany in finishing 
drainage work.  

The UGD project com-
menced a year ago, with the 
drainage pipelines fully laid 
underground six months ago. 
However, the manual connec-
tion of  the pipelines is still 
pending, said the residents. As 
a result the road re-laying work 
too is delayed.

 Residents of  Pillaiyar Kovil 
Street and Jeeva Nagar express 
the growing difficulty of  navi-
gating the deteriorating roads, 
and incidents of  minor acci-

dents have become common. 
Residents are still waiting for 
the completion of  the UGD 
work.

 However, residents of  KK 
Nagar in Ward 49 emphasise 
the need for a proper sewage 
line for sewage water discharge 
before road construction. How-
ever, in that area, wet mix mac-
adam has been laid for road 
construction. They raised con-
cerns about the corporation’s 

inadequate planning  for the 
slow progress of  the 

work.
Sheela (39), a resi-

dent of  Pillaiyar Kovil 
Street, expressed con-

cern about the poor 
road conditions. “The 

road was last re-laid several 
years ago. The situation has 
worsened due to ongoing UGD 
works. Officials claim that road 
repairs will commence once 
UGD works are complete, but it 
has been six months since the 
UGD pipeline installation with-
out any progress on the pipe 
connections. Residents hope 
roads will improve with the 
completion of  UGD works,” she 
said. 

“The area has nursery 
schools, and parents struggle to 
bring their kids to school due to 
the road conditions,” another 
resident added.   Amalraj (name 
changed) from K K Nagar ex-
pressed concerns about the 
lack of  a sewage line, leading to 
wastewater on the streets. De-
spite the recent application of  
wet mix macadam on the roads, 
the sewage issue remains 
unresolved.

Councillor Loganathan from 
Ward 49 emphasised on his ef-
forts in urging the L&T to expe-
dite the completion of  the UGD 
work. He stated that, “Despite 
my persistent  requests, 
progress has been slow.” He 
added, “Wet mix has been ap-
plied for road construction on 
most streets in the ward, and 
only about 10 streets are cur-
rently facing issues related to 
the UGD system.” However, res-
idents state that more than 60 
streets in the ward have road is-
sues. Parvathy, the person in 
charge of  UGD work at the Vel-
lore Corporation, told TNIE she 
would investigate the matter 
and ensure the timely process-
ing of  the required work.

Re-laying of roads delayed as underground drainage works crawl

The works on laying underground drainage pipes have stalled for over six months 
in Ward 49 of the Vellore Municipal Corporation. Residents claimed around 60 to 70 
streets are currently in a state of disrepair  |  S DINESH

POWER OF PRAYER 
Midnight services were held in churches to mark Christmas. (Above) Devotees at the 

Immaculate Conception Cathedral in Puducherry on Monday |  SRIRAM R 

WIFE, 2 AIDES ARRESTED OVER MAN’S MURDER
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Cuddalore

THREE people, including a law 
student, were apprehended by 
the police on Sunday for the 
murder of  a 45-year-old water 
tank operator.

K Mamallan, who was a resi-
dent of  in Melavanniyur vil-
lage near Kattumannarkoil, 
was found dead on a road in his 
locality on December 19. His 
body bore severe injuries.

Though an accident was sus-
pected initially police filed a 
suspicious death case after as-
sessing the injuries. 

Police say Mamallan was 
killed as a fallout of  the sus-
pected illicit affair of  his wife, 
M Nagalakshmi (37), with K 
Thangapandian (24) of  the 

same village. 
Mamallan, aware of  the rela-

t ionship,  had moved to 
Chidambaram but continued to 
confront his wife about the af-
fair.  Sources at Kumaratchi Po-
lice Station said Nagalakshmi 
was in an illicit relationship 
with Thangapandian for 
three years. Mamallan 
and Nagalakshmi had 
frequent quarrels over 
the latter’s extramari-
tal tie. He also broke 
her phones on four occa-
sions.  However, Nagalak-
shmi persisted in her relation-
ship with Thangapandian, who 
is currently working in Kuwait.  
“After questioning Nagalaksh-
mi, we suspected her involve-
ment as she did not respond 
adequately to our questions,” 

said a police official involved in 
the investigation. Nagalakshmi 
eventually confessed to the 
crime after a detailed investiga-
tion was launched under the 
leadership of  Sethiyathopu 
sub-division Deputy Superin-

tendent of  Police MS 
Rubankumar. 

Further inquiry re-
vealed that Thangapan-
dian had orchestrated 
the murder through his 
associates, M Ilavend-

han (24), a mechanic, and 
P Rajaguru (28), a third-

year-law student from a college 
in Andhra Pradesh, both from 
Kandamangalam village.

Nagalakshmi also revealed 
details of  her illicit relation-
ship and disputes with Mamal-
lan. As per the plan, Ilavendhan 

and Rajaguru had been tailing 
Mamallan for the past few 
months. In the early hours of  
December 19, they executed the 
murder using an iron rod as 
Mamallan was on his way to 
work. Rajaguru, leveraging his 
knowledge of  law, made it ap-
pear as an accident. The cul-
prits then informed Nagalak-
shmi and Thangapandian 
through a phone call. Acting on 
suspicion, the police detained 
Nagalakshmi, leading to the 
subsequent arrest of  Ilavend-
han and Rajaguru on Sunday.

The trio was presented be-
fore the magistrate and re-
manded in jail. The police have 
initiated measures to bring 
Thangapandian back to India, 
as he is considered the master-
mind behind the murder. 

Dr Sekar Viswanathan

Nataraja temple priests 
bar entry to HR&CE staff
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Cuddalore

THE friction between the tradi-
tional priests of  the Nataraja 
Temple, Chidambaram, and the 
Hindu Religious and Charita-
ble Endowment Department 
personnel continues even as 
the 10-day Arudra Darshan fes-
tival is on.  

The department official ap-
proached the police on Monday 
after finding entry restrictions 
at Kanagasabai (golden cham-
ber) of  the temple. Simultane-
ously, the secretary for Podhu 
Dikshitars filed a petition with 
the Cuddalore district superin-
tendent of  police, citing a court 
order and the pending case re-
garding entry to Kanagasabai. 

The Arudra Darshan festival 
commenced on December 18. A 
car procession is scheduled for 
Tuesday, and Arudra Darshan 
will be observed on Wednesday, 
with arrangements overseen 
by Podhu Dikshitars. 

The entry of  devotees to Kan-
agasabai was restricted from 
Monday to Thursday, citing fes-
tival preparations. 

Earlier, HR&CE written to 
the police seeking protection 
for entry into Kanagasabai, 
even during the festival, based 
on a government order. Podhu 
Dikshitars had also petitioned 
the Cuddalore Superintendent 
of  Police seeking protection to 
prevent disruptions during 
Arudra Darshan rituals. Simul-
taneously, they filed a writ peti-
tion at the Madras High Court, 
resulting in Justice PT Athike-
savalu issuing an order on De-
cember 22 to the Cuddalore dis-
trict police to ensure safety and 
protection for the conduct of  
Arudra Darshan rituals. 

On Monday, HR&CE officials 
arrived at the temple with po-
lice and three devotees, at-
tempting to enter Kanagasabai, 
citing the government order. 
Podhu Dikshitars denied entry, 
presenting the court order. 

Collective effort essential 
for progress: Gurumurthy
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Cuddalore

COMMUNITY development 
cannot solely rely on politics 
but requires unity, 
said  ‘Thuglak’  maga-
zine editor S Guru-
murthy at a private 
event in Chidambar-
am on Monday.

“ C o m m u n i t i e s 
should unite beyond 
political affiliations 
for development. Em-
bracing culture and 
spirituality while leading a tra-
ditional life is also crucial. 
Tamil Nadu stands unrivaled 
in culture, tradition, and spir-
ituality among states,” he stat-

ed. Gurumurthy, emphasising 
the need for unity beyond po-
litical barriers, remarked, “I 
conducted research on econom-
ically prosperous areas in In-

dia. I observed a spe-
cific community in 
Ludhiana, Punjab, 
contributing to 30-
40% of  global bicycle 
production. Similarly, 
communities in Na-
makkal and Karur 
have established two 
banks despite having 
a modest population. 

Gujarat dominates  80% of  the 
diamond business, showcasing 
that education is not a determi-
nant of  talent. Unity in busi-
ness is evident.”

S Gurumurthy

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Labour union protests transfer of officer 
Puducherry: The transfer of an Indian Forest Service officer from 
Puducherry to Andaman and Nicobar Islands has upset MNREGA 
workers here.  The local wing of a national agricultural workers union 
expressed strong opposition to the transfer of District Rural 
Development Agency (DRDA) Project Director G Satyamurthy. Union 
President Vincent and Secretary Tamilselvan observed that the 
workdays under the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment 
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) in Puducherry had seen a significant 
increase from 20 to 60 when Satyamurthy was at the helm.

NELSON MANDELA

IT ALWAYS 
SEEMS 

IMPOSSIBLE 
UNTIL IT’S  

DONE 
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