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Tiger presence alarms
Murinjapuzha and 
Peermade villagers
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Idukki  

THE residents of  Peer-
made and Murinjapuzha 
villages are living in fear 
due to the recurring pres-
ence of  tigers in the re-
gion. However, in the in-
spection held under the 
leadership of  forest offi-
cials from the Murin-
japuzha and Peermade 
ranges, they could not con-
firm the presence of  the 
big cat. They were un-
able to identify pug 
marks in Thottapu-
r a  a n d  M u r i n -
j a p u z h a  a r e a s , 
where the tiger 
was spotted one 
week ago. 

Murinjapuzha 
deputy range of-
ficer K Sunil told 
TNIE that though 
the officials could 
not identify pug 
marks, they can-
not reject the pos-
sibility that big 
cats have strayed 
into the areas as 
they lie close to 
the forest. 

“In Thottapura, 
a government of-
ficial had spotted 
the tiger. Since Thottapura 
lies close to the forest area, 
the tiger might have 
strayed into human habi-
tation from the nearby for-
est,” he said. 

Since there was no at-
tack on cattle or any unto-
ward incidents reported in 
the area, the department 
has not initiated any ac-
tion to capture the big cat. 
“However, patrolling is be-

ing conducted at locations 
where the residents have 
spotted the tiger,” he said. 
Last week, after a tiger cub 
was found dead on the 
highway near Murin-
japuzha, the employees of  
a KSRTC bus reportedly 
spotted a tiger on the na-
tional highway. Sunil said, 
the dead animal was not a 
tiger cub, but a leopard cat, 
that might have been acci-
dentally killed after it was 
hit by some vehicle while 

trying to cross the road. 
Earlier, three passen-
gers had also spot-
ted a tiger on the 
National Highway 

when they were 
h e a d i n g  t o 
Vandiperiyar. 

The inspection 
conducted by the 
forest department 
had identified 
pug marks and 
confirmed it was 
a tiger. Sunil said 
that though there 
is a long distance 
between the Na-
tional Highway 
and the forest 
area by road, 
there is only a 
4km aerial dis-
tance between the 

road and the reserve 
forest. 

“Residential areas, ex-
cept estate lane houses, are 
few in between them. The 
location comprises mainly 
of  plantation where wild 
animals like sambar deer 
are frequently spotted. 
Hence, there are chances 
for the tiger to stray into 
the highway through the 
estates,” he said.

Five fishermen stranded at sea rescued
Thrissur: The Sea Rescue team under the fisheries department on Wednesday rescued five 
fishermen who were stranded in the mid-sea after the engine of the St Antony’s boat 
malfunctioned. The fisheries department received the help call around 2pm on Tuesday. 
Though the team set out with the boat for rescue, they returned around 3am on 
Wednesday as the faulty boat was brought to the shore after tying it to the rescue boat.

AP native dies after car hits crane in Kochi
Kochi: A man died and another person was seriously injured after a car hit a crane at 
Chittethukara Bridge on the Seaport-Airport Road in the wee hours of Wednesday. The 
deceased is Kuchipudy Venkat, 24, of Anantapur, Andhra Pradesh, and the injured is 
Abhilash of Chirayinkeezhu, Thiruvananthapuram. The body will be handed over to 
relatives after postmortem on Thursday.

In Thottapura, a 
government 
official had 

spotted the tiger. 
Since Thottapura 

lies close to the 
forest area, the 

tiger might have 
strayed into 

human habitation 
from nearby forest

K Sunil, Murinjapuzha 
deputy range officer
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