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147th Mannam jayanti 
fete to kick off today 
with delegates’ meet
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Kottayam

CELEBRATIONS to mark the 
147th jayanti of  Bharata Kesari 
Mannathu Padmanabhan, the 
founder of  Nair Service Society 
(NSS), will commence at the 
NSS headquarters in Perunna 
on Monday.

The two-day event will kick 
off  with the All Kerala 
Nair Delegates’ meet-
ing at the specially pre-
pared Mannam Nagar 
venue in Perunna at 
10.15am. The jayanti 
celebrations will fol-
low on Tuesday.

The festivities will 
begin from 7am with 
the offering of  floral 
tributes at Mannam 
Samadhi.  Besides 
members of  the com-
munity, political lead-
ers and prominent fig-
ures of  the state will 
gather at the NSS head-
quarters to pay re-
spects to the visionary 
leader. 

At the delegates meeting, NSS 
general secretary G Sukumaran 
Nair will provide an overview 
of  the society’s activities, ac-
complishments, and its stance 
on various socio-political issues 
that impact the community. 

Since the Lok Sabha election 
is scheduled for April 2024, it is 

likely Sukumaran Nair will an-
nounce the organisation’s po-
litical position at the meet. NSS 
president Dr M Sasikumar will 
preside over the event. Dance 
performance by actor Rachana 
Narayanankutty and a kathaka-
li performance will be held in 
the afternoon and at night.

Former KPCC president 
Thennala Balakrishna Pillai 

will inaugurate the 
jayanti celebrations at 
10.45am on Tuesday. 
Sukumaran Nair will 
welcome the gathering 
and Dr M Sasikumar 
will preside over the 
event. Writer C Rad-
hakrishnan will deliv-
er the keynote address 
while MP N K Premach-
andran will deliver a 
c o m m e m o r a t i o n 
speech on Mannathu 
Padmanabhan.

The meetings and 
celebrations will be 
held at a huge ‘pandal’ 
set up on the school 
ground near the NSS 

headquarters. NSS officials said 
the pandal, spread over 50,000 sq 
ft, will be able to accommodate 
around 30,000 people. 

Delegates have started pour-
ing in at the NSS headquarters 
since Sunday evening. Food pre-
pared by catering expert Pazhay-
idom Mohanan Namboothiri 
will be served to all attendees.

Search on for culprits behind murder 
of elderly shop owner at Mylapra
Gold chain weighing 8 sovereigns, cash inside the shop and CCTV hard disk found missing

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Pathanamthitta 

A SPECIAL investigation team 
led by Pathanamthitta inspec-
tor of  police Jibu John began a 
hunt for the culprits in the My-
lapra murder case. George 
Oonnunni, 73, of  Puthuveliyil, 
Mylapra, was found murdered 
inside his shop – Puthuveliyil 
Store – on Saturday.

“It was a well-planned mur-
der. The crime was committed 
by more than one person. But 
we don’t think professional 
killers were behind it. George 
was murdered by tightening a 
rope around his neck. His rela-
tives said that he wore a gold 
chain weighing eight sover-

eigns, which 
was found 
missing. The 
drawer of  the 
table inside 
the shop was 
found open. 
We have not 
estimated the 
stolen cash 
from the shop. The CCTV hard 
disk in the shop was also taken 
by the killers,” Jibu John told 
TNIE.    

The deceased is the father of  

Mylapra Service Cooperative 
Bank secretary Shaji George. 
The police suspect that the 
murder took place between 
2pm and 6pm. George was 
found dead by his grandson 
when he came to pick up his 
grandfather on Saturday 
evening. According to local 
people, it was George’s grand-
son who used to pick him up 
daily after closing the shop. It 
was a small shop that func-
tioned at Post Office Junction 
at Mylpara on the Punalur-Mu-

vattupuzha Road. To prevent 
noon time sunlight, a  plastic 
sheet was tied in front of  the 
shop. So outsiders could not see 
people standing inside the shop. 
Though other shops are func-
tioning just 20m away from his 
shop, nobody noticed the 
incident. 

George’s body was found  
in a chair with his hands and 
legs tied to it. A cloth was in-
serted into his mouth to silence 
him. 

Dog squad and forensic ex-
perts inspected the spot and 
collected evidence. The body 
was shifted to Kottayam Medi-
cal College Hospital on Sunday 
for conducting post-mortem 
examination.

Man-animal conflict: Bisons spread 
terror in residential areas of Munnar
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Idukki  

AFTER wild elephants, wild 
gaur (commonly known as bi-
son) menace has begun to creep 
into the town limits of  Munnar 
and Devikulam areas of  Iduk-
ki. The residents demand forest 
officials to be active round-the-
clock to tackle any man-animal 
conflict. 

“Although gaur menace had 
been confined to forest fringes 
in the hills so far, things have 
begun to change for the worse 
as they have begun to stray into 
residential areas here, spread-
ing panic among residents 
now,” said Arakka Sami, a 
resident. 

On Saturday, a wild gaur 
which had strayed into the resi-
dential area in Lockhart estate 
in Devikulam spread terror 
among tea plantation workers 
settled in the area. 

“Seeing the wild gaur near 
the employees quarters, resi-
dents who were staying inside 
their lane houses screamed. 
They asked others to stay in-

side and people on the road to 
move away to avoid getting at-
tacked by the animal,” he said. 

“Munnar is a hill town that 
lies close to the Mathikettan 
Shola reserve forest. This for-
est area include elephants, ti-
gers, leopards, bison, and other 
wild animals. Due to shortage 
of  food in the forest areas, wild 
animals enter nearby residen-
tial areas of  the region. The 
condition would turn severe as 
soon as summer approaches 
in,” said Jenson, another 
resident.

Padayappa, a wild tusker, 
which had been roaming in the 
residential areas in Munnar 
and Devikulam, damaged shops 
and crops cultivated by tea 
workers on Friday. 

People of  the area are afraid 
to come out of  their houses. 
“Elephants stray into the lane 
areas shortly after sunset look-
ing for fodder in the farmlands. 
This keeps residents in fear 
when they cross the streets to 
move to the other side,” Jenson 
said.

Boy assaulted 
by mother’s 
friend in 
Alappuzha
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Alappuzha  

THE Kuthiathodu police on 
Sunday registered a case 
against a woman and her friend 
for allegedly beating up her 
one-and-a-half-year-old child. 
The boy, who sustained a frac-
ture on his hand, is undergoing 
treatment at Alappuzha Medi-
cal College Hospital. Deepa, a 
native of  Kuthiathode, and her 
friend Krishnakumar, hailing
from Thiruvizha near Chertha-
la, have been named accused in 
the case. 

According to the police, 
Krishnakumar assaulted the 
child with a cane. Some of  the 
neighbours later informed the 
boy’s father about the incident 
who then came to get the child. 
There were visible marks all 
over the child’s body, said the 
police. Deepa had been sepa-
rated from her husband and the 
child was under her protection. 
Meanwhile, Krishnakumar is 
absconding.
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A NIGHT OF FUN AND FROLICS
Crowd enjoying the music concert held as part of New Year celebrations at Fort Kochi on Sunday |  A SANESH

Ranni, Mallappuzhassery grama panchayat presidents resign
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @P’Thitta

RANNI grama panchayat presi-
dent K R Prakash and Mallap-
puzhassery grama panchayat 
president S Ushakumari of  
Pathanamthitta district re-
signed from their posts. They 
had won the local body polls 
held in 2020 as independent 
candidates.  

Prakash resigned following 
the LDF’s victory in the recent 
bypoll held in panchayat’s ward 
seven. After the 2020 polls, in 
Ranni grama panchayat, with a 
total of  13 wards, LDF won five 
seats, BJP won two, Congress 
won four, Kerala Congress (M) 
and Prakash won one seat 
each. 

But later, two BJP members, 

who had earlier supported LDF, 
withdrew their support and  
supported Prakash. Following 
this, he became the panchayat 
president with the support of

BJP(two seats) and UDF (five 
seats). However, in the bypoll 
held after a BJP ward member 
Vinod A S resigned from his 
post, CPM candidate Ajimon 

won with a good majority. Cur-
rently, LDF has majority seats 
in the grams panchayat (seven). 
Hence, Prakash resigned from 
the post.

Ushakumari of  Mallapuzhas-
sery stepped down from her 
president’s post as per the in-
ternal agreement with the LDF. 
The next president term will be 
for CPI.

It was a well-planned murder. The crime was committed by more than 
one person. But we don’t think professional killers were behind it. 
George was murdered by tightening a rope around his neck

Jibu John, Pathanamthitta inspector of police
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Seeing the wild gaur near 
the employees quarters, 
residents who were staying 
inside their lane houses 

screamed. They asked others to stay 
inside and people on the road to 
move away to avoid getting attacked 
by the animal

Arakka Sami, a resident
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president’s post as per an internal agreement with the LDF

Man hangs 
self after 
killing wife
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kochi

A 58-YEAR-OLD man died by 
suicide after allegedly murder-
ing his wife in Piravom near Ko-
chi on Sunday. According to the 
police, the man -- identified as 
Baby, of  Kakkadu -- also at-
tacked his daughters. He hacked 
his wife Smitha, 47, to death be-
fore hanging himself  inside 
their house.  The couple’s daugh-
ters, Sheba, 21, a nursing stu-
dent, and Hanna, 19, sustained 
injuries and have been admitted 
to a private hospital in Kochi. 
Their condition is reported to 
be stable.

The incident came to light 
when one of  the daughters in-
formed their neighbours. A 
team from the Piravom police 
station soon reached the spot 
and launched an investigation. 
The incident is suspected to 
have taken place around 5am 
following a heated exchange be-
tween the couple. To escape the 
attack, the daughters ran into 
the room upstairs and closed 
the door. They were initially ad-
mitted to a private hospital in 
Piravom and later shifted to 
Kochi.

Smitha’s body was found ly-
ing on the bedroom floor with 
several hacking wounds and 
bruises. The knife reportedly 
used for the attack was also re-
covered from near the body. The 
police said traces of  a brawl 
were found within the room 
while blood stains were found in 
the living room and an adjacent 
room. Baby was found hanging 
in another room.

The police also found a mes-
sage, reportedly written by 
Baby, on a wall citing the rea-
sons that possibly led to the in-
cident, along with New Year 
greetings. The couple reported-
ly quarrelled frequently. How-
ever, the exact reason behind 
the incident is yet to be 
ascertained.

“The police are examining 
the writing, which is suspected 
to be a confession by Baby,” Pi-
ravom SHO Indraraj D S said. 

‘Ztudents’ add charm to Cochin Carnival
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kochi

ZTUDENTS, a group of  students from across the 
state, were in Fort Kochi to add to the charm of  
Cochin Carnival and aid those in need. Around 
500 members of  the group, which aims to provide 
the students with an opportunity to connect and 
learn, came to the site to volunteer. “We are a 
community of  3,000 students who met on Insta-

gram. Children are capable of  doing many 
things. Students are given a chance to network, 
learn, volunteer and contribute to society 
through Ztudents. and Cochin Carnival is one 
such opportunity to bring children together,” 
said Rashid P, a volunteer with the Ztudents. 

Five groups of  100 students, from Kasaragod 
to Thiruvananthapuram, worked for several 
days to help the public. 

Sreejith Panickar @PanickarS
It’s funny to see the lamentation of those who pretend to be secularists, over the Ram Mandir. They bring up images of other re-
ligious figures from the constitution to tell that not only Shri Ram finds a place in the book. Who denied the presence of others? 
Of all those images, only Ram’s is relevant in the current context as the dispute in Ayodhya was related to His Janmabhumi. The 
matter was settled by the Supreme Court of the county. Yet, these guys cannot accept the reality. Cry on if you can’t move on!
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A bison roams through the residential 
area in Lockhart estate, Devikulam


