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terrorists killed in clashes with security forces in 
Pakistan, the army said on Sunday
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BEIRUT  

THE US military said on Sun-
day that its forces opened fire 
on Houthi rebels after they at-
tacked a cargo ship in the Red 
Sea, killing several of  them.

The US Central Command 
(Centcom) said the crew of  the 
USS Gravely destroyer first 
shot down two anti-ship ballis-
tic missiles fired at the Singa-
pore-flagged Maersk Hangzhou 
late on Saturday, after the ves-
sel reported getting hit by a 
missile earlier that evening as 
it sailed through the Southern 
Red Sea.

Four small boats then at-
tacked the same cargo ship 
with small arms fire early Sun-
day and rebels tried to board 
the vessel, the US Navy said.

Next, the USS Gravely and 
helicopters from the USS 
Dwight D. Eisenhower aircraft 
carrier responded to the Mae-
rsk Hangzhou’s distress call 
and issued verbal warnings to 
the attackers, who responded 
by firing on the helicopters.

“The US Navy helicopters re-
turned fire in self-defence,” 
sinking three of  the four boats 
and killing the people on board 
while the fourth boat fled the 

area, the US Central Command 
said. No damage to US person-
nel or any equipment was 
reported.

There was no immediate 
comment from the Houthis.

The Denmark-based shipping 
giant Maersk, owner of  Maersk 
Hangzhou, said on Sunday that 
it would suspend shipping 
through the Red Sea again after 
the  two at tacks  on  i ts 
freighter.

“In light of  the (most recent) 
incident—and to give time to 
investigate the details of  the in-
cident and assess the security 
situation further—it has been 
decided that all transits through 
the area will be postponed for 
the next 48 hours,” Maersk was 
quoted as saying by the Danish 

public broadcaster DR.
The events surrounding the 

Maersk Hangzhou represented 
the 23rd illegal attack by the 
Houthis on international ship-
ping since November 19, the 
Central Command said. It was 
the first time the US Navy said 
its personnel had killed Houthi 
fighters since the Red Sea at-
tacks started.

For over a month, Houthis 
have claimed attacks on ships 
in the Red Sea that they say are 
either linked to Israel or head-
ing to Israeli ports. They say 
their attacks aim to end Israeli 
offensive in the Gaza Strip. AP

US Navy sinks three boats of Houthi rebels
Centcom terms it self defence; several insurgents killed in firing by Navy helicopters; one boat manages to flee

US Navy Vice Adm. Brad Cooper |  AP

KYIV 

RUSSIA launched a fresh 
drone assault on Ukraine on 
Saturday night, after promis-
ing that strikes on the Russian 
border city of  Belgorod earlier 
in the day “would not go 
unpunished.”

The Ukrainian Air Force said 
on Sunday that it had shot 
down 21 of  49 drones launched 
by Russian forces overnight. 

It said the “Shahed” drones 
were particularly targeted at 
“the front line of  defence, as 
well as at civilian, military and 
infrastructure facilities in the 
front-line territories.” Six guid-
ed missiles had also targeted 
Kharkiv.

Twenty-eight people 
were wounded in an at-
tack on Kharkiv, re-
gional Gov. Oleh Synie-
hubov said on Sunday. 
A central hotel, apart-
ment buildings, kinder-
garten, shops and admin-
istrative buildings sustained 
damage, according to the re-
gional prosecutor’s office.

Russia’s Defence Ministry 
said that it had hit “decision-
making centres and military 
facilities” in Kharkiv, report-
ing that its strike on the 
Kharkiv Palace Hotel had “de-
stroyed representatives of  the 
Main Intelligence Directorate 
and Ukrainian Armed Forces” 
involved in the “terrorist at-
tack” in Belgorod.

Ukrainian Interior Minister 
Ihor Klymenko said that a Brit-
ish journalist was among the 
wounded, while German broad-
caster ZDF said on Sunday that 

one of  its television crews had 
been in the hotel. 

A Ukrainian translator was 
hit by debris and seriously 
wounded, with one of  the 
team’s security guards also sus-
taining injuries, ZDF said. 
“This is another attack by Rus-

sia on the free press,” said 
ZDF editor-in-chief  Bet-
tina Schausten.

In Kyiv, a Russian 
drone attack caused a 
fire to break out at a 

critical infrastructure 
facility, local officials said. 

They did not identify the facil-
ity further.

Shelling in the centre of  the 
Russian border city of  Belgo-
rod on Saturday killed 24 peo-
ple, including three children. A 
further 108 people were wound-
ed in the strike, regional gover-
nor Vyacheslav Gladkov said 
on Sunday, making it one of  the 
deadliest attacks in Russia.

Russia’s Defence Ministry 
said it identified the ammuni-
tion used in the strike as Czech-
made Vampire rockets and 
Olkha missiles fitted with clus-
ter-munition warheads. It pro-
vided no additional informa-
tion.   Agencies

The ruined lobby of Kharkiv Palace 
Hotel in Kharkiv, Ukraine on Sunday |  AP

Belgorod revenge: 
Russia hits military 
facilities in Ukraine

RINGING IN 2024  
The 9pm “family fireworks” explode over Sydney Opera House during New Years Eve celebrations in Sydney on Sunday |  AFP

BEIJING 

CHINESE President Xi Jin-
ping said on Sunday that Chi-
na’s economy has be-
come “more resilient 
and dynamic than be-
fore” as he vowed to 
strengthen the mo-
mentum of  economic 
recovery.

“ We  h ave  g o n e 
through the test of  
winds and rains, have 
seen beautiful scenes 
unfolding on the way, 
and have made plenty 
of  real achievements. 
We will remember this 
year as one of  hard 
work and persever-
ance. Going forward, 
we have full confidence in the 
future,” Xi said in New Year 
message.

Xi said that as China achieved 

a smooth transition in Covid-19 
response efforts, its economy 
has sustained the momentum 
of  recovery, and steady progress 

has been made in pur-
suing high-quality de-
velopment in the out-
going year, Xinhua 
n e w s  a g e n c y 
reported.

Noting that next 
year will mark the 75th 
anniversary of  the 
founding of  the Peo-
ple’s Republic of  Chi-
na, he said his govern-
ment will steadfastly 
advance Chinese mod-
ernisation, faithfully 
apply the new develop-
ment philosophy on all 
fronts, speed up build-

ing the new development para-
digm and promote quality de-
velopment, and safeguard 
security.  PTI

Xi Jinping praises China’s 
economy as more resilient 

Talks on HK 
and Macao

Xi said China will 
support Hong 

Kong and Macao. 
“China will be 

reunified, and all 
Chinese on both 

sides of the 
Taiwan Strait 

should be bound 
by a common 

sense of 
purpose,” he 

added 

Israel strikes in central 
Gaza kills at least 35
DEIR AL-BALAH 

ISRAELI strikes in central Gaza killed at least 35 people 
on Sunday, hospital officials said, as fighting raged 
across the tiny enclave a day after Israel’s PM said the 
war will continue for “many more months.” 

Benjamin Netanyahu stressed that “the war will con-
tinue for many months until Hamas is eliminated and 
the hostages are returned.”  

“We will guarantee that Gaza will no longer pose a 
threat to Israel,” he said on Saturday.

On Sunday, he vowed, “We will continue our defensive 
war, the justice and morality of  which is without peer.” 
The military said Israeli forces were operating in Gaza’s 
second-largest city, Khan Younis, and residents reported 
strikes in the central region. In the area of  Zweida in 
central Gaza, an Israeli airstrike killed at least 13 people 
and wounded dozens of  others.  Agencies


