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Trichy: Expressing concerns
over street vendors encroa-
ching major roads, Trichy cor-
poration councillors in the co-
uncil meeting on Wednesday
sought the local body to stre-
amline street vendors to pre-
vent traffic bottlenecks. A sec-
tion of  councillors urged the
authorities to regulate the mo-
bile eateries functioning du-
ring the night as they don’t
contribute to the local body’s
revenue but occupy arterial
roads and junctions.

Councillor P Senthilnat-
han (ward 47) said a woman ri-
ding a two-wheeler on Pudu-
kottai Main Road near Kallu-
kuzhi bridge lost her life in a
road accident last week cau-
sed due to encroachments by

vendors. “When corporation
employees try to remove en-
croachments, there is no sup-
port from police. Outlets are il-
legally occupying the walking
tracks around the Anna stadi-
um at Khajamalai too.” 

Councillor V Leela (ward
49) said that accident risks ha-
ve increased drastically due to
street vendors encroaching
roads. N Prabakaran (ward 17)
said that trucks parked on the
carriageway of  East Boule-
vard are also causing acci-
dents. 

Councillors expressed dis-

satisfaction over the lack of
regulations for food carts sel-
ling meat items. “Nobody is
inspecting the quality of  fo-
ods items sold during night ea-
teries, which are not paying
any user fee to the local body,”
TMuthuselvam, councillor of
ward 57 said. 

Replying to councillors,
mayor Mu Anbalagan said
that encroachments on roads
hindering public movement
will be removed. 

“We will insist the police
commissioner to deploy offi-
cials to help our staff  during

such drives,” he said.
Meanwhile, councillors

said wages were not credited
for 250 sanitary workers de-

ployed for flood works in
Chennai and Tuticorin re-
cently. Officials said the wor-
kers will be paid soon.

Encroachments
Lead To Traffic

Congestion

Trichy councillors seek eviction of
street vendors from arterial roads

Trichy: Two policemen at-
tached to the Velippalayam
station in Nagapattinam dis-
trict were placed under sus-
pension on Wednesday on
charges of  violating service
rules.

The action comes days af-
ter the two policemen de-
ployed for bandobust duty at
BJP state president K Anna-
malai’s padayatra in Naga-
pattinam, visited the saffron
party’s membership enrol-
ment camp set up at the place
wearing their service uni-
form.

Police officials said the
two had allegedly enrolled
themselves in the party on
the day, which was a viola-
tion of  18(1) of  the Tamil Na-
du Subordinate Police Offi-
cers Conduct Rules 1964. Dep-
uty Inspector General (DIG)
of  Thanjavur range T Jaya-
chandran issued the suspen-
sion order.

The incident happened
on December 27 evening,
when Annamalai visited Na-
gapattinam to participate in
the ‘En Mann En Makkal’ ya-
tra. In a video widely circu-
lated on social media, sub- in-
spector K Rajendran and spe-
cial sub – inspector A Karthi-
keyan, who were on
bandobust duty at Avurithi-
dal area on that day, are seen
approaching the BJP’s mem-
bership enrolment camp at
Avurithidal enquiring some-
thing with the volunteers.

Based on the video, SP
Harsh Singh ordered a DSP
to inquire into the incident.
During the inquiry, the two

policemen denied giving a
missed call at the BJP enrol-
ment camp to join the party.
However, they refused to sur-
render their mobile phones
for verification.

The inquiry report was
sent to the DIG of  Thanjavur
range for further action on
December 29, said SP Singh
told TOI. They were trans-
ferred to armed reserve po-
lice on the day.

Singh said that the two
policemen had given their
mobile phone to BJP volun-
teers at the enrolment camp
and received it back after a
while.

The official order from
the Thanjavur range has
stated that it was a gross mis-
conduct for having tried to
join as a member in a politi-
cal party, in violation of  the
rules.

Meanwhile, Annamalai
condemned the suspension
and demanded the state gov-
ernment to revoke the order. 

Two cops suspended after
visiting BJP’s enrolment camp

TIMES NEWS NETWORK The action comes days
after the two policemen
visited the saffron party’s
membership enrolment
camp set up at the place
wearing their service
uniform

Trichy:As many as 8,000 scho-
ol students in Andanallur
block in Trichy district on
Wednesday were distributed
with a one kg dates syrup pack
each in an initiative aimed at
preventing iron deficiency
conditions among govern-
ment school students. The ini-
tiative covering students of
classes I to XII was implemen-
ted by the school education de-
partment in association with
the corporate social responsi-
bility (CSR) drive of  Trichy-
based Lion Dates Private Li-
mited. 

School education depart-
ment officials said that during
routine health checkups, so-
me of  the students at govern-
ment schools in Andanallur
block were found to have iron
deficiency. As poor health con-
ditions may impact their scho-
ol attendance, the company
was approached to support in
distributing dates syrup. The

department distributed the
dates syrup to all elementary,
middle, high and higher secon-
dary government students in
Andanallur. “We have already
distributed such dates syrup
to the Trichy corporation
school students in Andanallur
block. Soon, we will expand
the initiative to anganwadis,”
K Maruthanayagam, block
education officer said. 

The cost of  each pack of  da-
tes syrup was estimated at
`̀390. Parents were encouraged
to feed the syrup to their child-
ren periodically. The distribu-
tion of  dates syrup in a one-ti-
me drive, officials said.

8,000 students get dates syrup 
to prevent iron deficiency

NUTRITION BOOST

R Baskar
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Trichy: The Trichy railway
division will soon launch a
restaurant on a coach wit-
hin the premise of  the rail-
way museum located in the
city. Following Chennai, the
authorities have taken this
initiative to provide dining
experience to rail passeng-
ers and the public. A private
company will set up the res-
taurant and run it for a pe-
riod of  five years at a licence
fee of  ̀̀ 15 lakh, officials said.
To station the coach, a con-
crete base was laid to a
length of  30m. The process
of  laying a broad gauge
track is now in progress.

“Kitchen will not be on
the coach. Dining will also

be arranged out of  the coach
based on the demand. We ex-
pect the work to be comple-
ted by the mid of  March” a
senior official from the com-
mercial department said.

After five years, the
agency will hand over the co-
ach to the railways. There is
also a plan to provide a par-
king space inside the muse-
um premises for the public
coming to the restaurant.

Rail restaurant to
come up in Trichy

WORK UNDERWAY
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Trichy: A 68-year-old man
died after he was hit by an uni-
dentified vehicle at Oottathur
in Trichy on Tuesday. 

Police said S Mudiyappar
of  Keelavaladi in Lalgudi ta-
luk was walking on the side of
a road near Perumal temple
on Tuesday morning when
the unidentified vehicle hit
him. He suffered severe head
injuries and died on the spot,
said a police officer. 

The Kanakiniyanallur po-
lice filed a case and took up the
investigation based on a com-
plaint from Mudiyappar’s
daughter D Lourde Mary, 37,
of  Oottathur. The prelimina-
ry investigation revealed that
the vehicle which hit him was
a four-wheeler. TNN

Man dies in
hit-and-run

incident

Trichy: Three incidents of
chain and bag snatchings we-
re recorded in the last one we-
ek in Trichy city.

M Sundaram, 63, from
Kallar street in Periya Mila-
guparai was walking on the
road near KAP Viswanatham
Government Medical Colle-
ge (KAPVGMC) around 9pm
on Tuesday, when two men on
a bike snatched his mobile
phone and fled. 

On December 28, M Push-
palatha, 44, of  LIC colony in
KK Nagar was riding her bi-
ke near Cloud Nine church
on Sathanur Road at around
7pm, when two unidentified

people on a bike grabbed her
five sovereign gold chain. She
managed to catch hold of  2.5
sovereigns of  the chain while
the snatchers fled the scene
with the broken part. 

On December 30, two bike-
borne snatchers targeted Na-
garathinam, 58, of  Viswas
Nagar on Thanjavur Road.
She was riding pillion with
her brother near the Manjat-
hidal railway station when
the duo tried to snatch her
bag. Nagarathinam lost cont-
rol and fell on the road and
suffered head injuries and
was admitted to a hospital.
TNN

Three back-to-back
snatchings in Trichy

Trichy: The Trichy corpora-
tion on Wednesday informed
councillors that the ongoing
underground drainage (UGD)
project works in three phases
will be completed by March
this year. 

“Out of  the total 858km
long UGD pipelines, works ha-
ve been completed for about
800km. Pending works inclu-
ding in Pattabiraman Street
will be completed before
March. The contractors were
informed about the deadline,”
mayor Mu Anbalagan said.
Before the present elected co-
uncil assumed office in March
2022, only around 75km long
UGD pipelines were installed,

he added. 
Councillor P Govindarajan

(ward 41) said roads in his ward
damaged due to UGD works ha-
ve not been relaid so far. 

Replying to councillors, the
mayor said a proposal was sent
to the government seeking
funds to relay 311km long roads
damaged due to UGD works.
“Around 450km long roads we-
re already relaid in the areas
where works were completed.
Funds allocated for repairing
damaged roads in Trichy were
one of  the highest for any ur-
ban local bodies in the state.”

V Ramadoss (ward 55) said
UGD works have been too slow
in Karumandapam. TNN

UGD works to be completed
by March, says mayor Purchasing a super sucker 

machine to clear UGD  
manholes at 3.7 crore

 Resolution to add air-condi-
tioners in upcoming integrated 
bus terminus at 14.5 crore

 Public urinals and toilets  
at Butterfly park and  
Srirangam at 46 lakh

 Appointing a librarian and 
caretaker for the study centre 
in Cantonment

 Building offices for coun cill ors 
and ward officials in all wards
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