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“IT was the most terrifying 
nightmare we ever had during 
which the last six-hour wait in 
the jungles was the worst and 
the voice saying ‘we are here to 
help you’ was the best relief  we 
ever had in our life,” said a 
trekker who was among the 
nine students who had gone 
missing in Kankumbi jungles 
in Khanapur taluk.

A joint operation by Karna-
taka and Goa Forest depart-
ment teams succeeded in 
searching a group of nine col-
lege students, which went miss-
ing during a trek in the jungles 
of  Parwad near Kankumbi of  
Khanapur taluk on Saturday. 

The rescued youths are stu-
dents of  1st year of  a noted pri-
vate college in Belagavi. Ac-
cording to sources from the 
forest department, the students 
had planned to go for a trek in 
Kankumbi forest to watch 
Janavi waterfalls, which is lo-
cated on the outskirts of  Par-
wad village on Goa- Karnataka 
border. 

The students reached near 
Parwad village on their bikes 
on Friday afternoon. They 
reached the waterfalls and par-
tied there. Later, while return-
ing, they forgot the route and 
went missing in the jungles.

Vikas (name changed), said 
that they had two friends who 
had visited the waterfall a cou-
ple of  times and were confident 
that they knew the route very 
well. “We followed the regular 
forest path which was very 
clear while going inside the for-
ests toward the waterfalls. But 
while returning, we missed the 
path and realised that we were 
lost in jungles. But then too we 
kept struggling in jungles with 
hope we will find the route 
again. After it was dark, we lost 
hope and tried to search the 
mobile network and started 
sending messages to our friends 

asking for help. We ensured no 
one gets separated from each 
other and no one even preferred 
to attend nature’s call. The un-
familiar noises around us and 
the fear of  wildlife made us do 
so,’’ he said.

A team led by Assistant 
Conservator of  Forests 
Santosh Chavan start-
ed the search operation 
from Parwad forest at 
about 10 pm after the 
friends of  the trekkers 
informed the officials of  
the forest department. In addi-
tion, the matter of  the disap-
pearance of  the students was 
brought to the notice of  the 
Forest Department of  Goa too. 
Hence, a team of  Goa Forest de-
partment also conducted an op-
eration from the Goa Forest.

The students were found sit-
ting tired on the rocks in the 
forest of  Java Goa in the early 
hours of  Saturday.  They were 
brought to the Kankumbi 
Range Forest Officer’s office 

and were provided with first 
aid.

The Goa Forest De-
partment has regis-
tered a case against all 
9 students for illegal 
entry in the forest.

Officials and staff  of  
forest department of  both 

the states including Kankumbi 
Range Forest Officer (RFO) Shi-
vakumar,  Bhimg ad RFO 
Rakesh Arjunwad, Khanapur 
RFO Nagaraja Balehosur, Dep-
uty RFO Vinayak Patil, Goa 
DFO Anand and others partici-
pated in the search operation.
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Missing trekkers rescued 
from Goa forest by staff
Goa forest dept registers a case against 9 for illegal entry in jungles 

The group of missing students after being traced in the jungles on Goa border on 
Saturday |  EXPRESS

Protesting its leader’s arrest, KRV blocks road
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ACTIVISTS of  the Karnataka 
Rakshana Vedike (KRV) staged 
a dharna protesting against 
the arrest of  their State presi-
dent T A Narayana Gowda and 
other members, at Kittur Rani 
Channamma Circle in Bela-
gavi on Sunday.

The agitators shouted slo-
gans against the Karnataka 
government for initiating ac-
tion against those who are de-
manding the use of  Kannada 
language on nameplates and 
mandatory Kannada in admin-
istration which they said is 
very unfair. 

They expressed their anger 
stopping all the vehicles ply-
ing at the Kittur Rani Chan-
namma Circle and shouted slo-
gans against the government. 
The people plying in that area 
faced severe inconvenience 
due to the agitation.

Deepak Gudaganatti, KRV 
district president said that the 
pro Kannada activists had 

launched a public movement 
in Bengaluru, demanding that 
the outsiders should obey the 
government’s order using 
Kannada language to cover 
60%  space on the nameplates 
and advertisement boards. But 
the police have arrested sev-

eral pro-Kannada activists in-
cluding KRV President Gowda 
and taken an anti-Kannada at-
titude, he alleged. 

Gudaganatti alleged that 
apart from Kannada, which is 
the mother language of  the 
state, Karnataka has been giv-

ing priority to all other lan-
guages. This will not be toler-
ated, he said, demanding the 
installation of  Kannada name-
plates in Bengaluru. “We ob-
tained police permission for 
the protest. But before the pro-
test started, the police arrested 
the leaders. It is illegal. The 
government should immedi-
ately release the arrested Kan-
nada activists and the cases 
filed against them should be 
withdrawn,” he demanded.

Gudaganatti warned that if
Kannada is not given priority 
on nameplates, the platform is 
ready to fight. The fight will be 

extended to all districts, he 
said.

Mahadev Talawar, State 
secretary, KRV said that it is 
illegal for the police to arrest 
those who protested for the 

introduction of  Kannada 
nameplates. This act is an in-
sult to Kannadigas. The arrest-
ed activists should be released 
immediately, he added.

Hundreds of  activists par-
ticipated in the protest.

We followed the regular forest path which was very clear 
while going inside the forests toward the waterfalls. But while 
returning, we missed the path and realised that we were lost 
in jungles.
A trekker

Activists of Karnataka Rakshana Vedike stage a protest at the Kittur Rani 
Channamma Circle in Belagavi on Sunday |  EXPRESS

3 injured as car 
rams tractor
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Belagavi

THREE persons were severely injured 
in an accident after the driver of  the 
car in which they were travelling lost 
control and rammed a sugarcane-load-
ed tractor near Nipani on Saturday.

The injured have been identified as 
Anwar Pathan (45), Gajanan Shankar 
Kate (54) and Surekha Gajanan Kate 
(50), all residents of  Ichalkaranji in 
Maharashtra. 

According to police sources, the in-
jured were travelling in the car from 
Belagavi to Ichalkaranji. When their 
car reached a bridge beside Gandhi 
Hospital in Nipani, they came across a 
sugarcane-laden tractor travelling from 
Nandgad to Hamidwada Sugar Factory. 
The driver of  the car lost control and 
rammed the tractor from the backside. 
The police rushed the injured to a hos-
pital at Kolhapur in Maharashtra. A 
case has been registered at Nipani Ur-
ban police station.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Five new Covid cases in Davanagere
Davanagere: Even though JN.1 variant of Covid-19 virus is not fatal, Health 
officials are not negligent on tracing, tracking and treating patients. 
District surveillance officer Dr G D Raghavan said that with five new Covid 
patients on Sunday, the number of active Covid cases in the district has 
increased to nine. With this, the total number of positive cases from first, 
second, third and the present waves has increased to 58,520, out of this, 
57,882 got cured and discharged. He requested the people having Influenza like 
illness and SARI to get themselves tested and treated as proper treatment helps in quick 
recovery. He also requested the public not to get over the counter drugs for treatment. ENS

The state government must withdraw the cases filed 
against activists who held protests demanding 
Kannada name boards on commercial establishments

A H 
Vishwanath, 
MLC


