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R A G H O T T A M  K O P P A R 
@Gadag

STUDENTS of  Adarsh 
Shikshana Samiti (ASS) 
Commerce College in Be-
tageri in Gadag have cel-
ebrated the New Year in a 
unique way. 

A total of  30 students 
from the NSS wing con-
tributed money and 
bought 100 blankets. They 
have split themselves in a 
group of  3-4 and have 
started distributing blan-
kets to the poor near rail-
way station, bus stand 
and other areas in Be-
tageri. The idea was 
mooted by Prof  Bahubali 
Jainar who told the stu-
dents to do something dif-
ferent to welcome the 
New Year.

NSS students convened 
a meeting to plan on cel-
ebrating the New Year in 
a unique way. Several ide-
as were pitched but Prof  
Jainar decided to donate 
blankets to the needy as 
the weather is chilly. Stu-
dents usually plan to go 
outside or join together 
in a hotel to celebrate the 
New Year. But these stu-
dents have celebrated the 
New Year in a meaning-
ful way.

They contributed from 
their pocket money for 
the last two months. Stu-
dents themselves met 

the needy and enquired 
about them before hand-
ing them a blankets. 
Many poor blessed the 
students for their novel 
idea. 

Veereshwara Pun-
yashrama seer Kallayya-
jja, ASS College chair-
man Anand Potnis and 
others appreciated the 
students’ gesture.

Prof  Jainar said: “If  
we offer the poor food, it 
will help them for some 
hours but if  we give them 
a blanket in the cold 
weather, it will be helpful 
for them to keep them-
selves warm and avoid 
possible contact of  win-
ter diseases. Our students 
collected money from 

their savings and bought 
blankets.  The made 
groups and distributed 
the blankets. We are hap-
py that other students 
rose up to a social 
cause.”

A student Manoj Dala-
bhanjan said: “We have 
identified people who 
were in real need of  
blankets. Many appreci-
ated our way of  celebrat-
ing the New Year and we 
are thankful to our 
teacher for guiding us to 
this novel way. Last 
month, we went to Kap-
pataguddda to build 
small check dams and 
pits and now we have cel-
ebrated the New Year in 
a meaningful way.”

Students celebrate New 
Yr by keeping poor warm

HDMC mulls ‘city walk concept’ 
to resolve people’s grievances

Move comes after complaints from public galore over civic issues in twin cities

M A L L I K A R J U N  H I R E M A T H 
@ Dharwad

THE Hubballi-Dharwad 
Municipal Corporation 
(HDMC) commissioner 
has come with a unique 
‘city walk concept’ to reach 
out to the public. The com-
missioner will choose an 
area based on the number 
of  complaints received and 
walk around to inspect 
that area. Meanwhile, he 
will also hear grievances 
directly from the people 
there.

This initiative of  the 
senior official was the 
need of  the hour as it will 
give the general public an 
opportunity to express 
themselves with regard to 
their problems that have 
been unattended for a long 
time. The step taken by the 
commissioner is receiving 
appreciation from all cor-
ners of  the society. Earlier, 
he used to visit the work-
ing sites to ensure the 
quality of  work. 

Speaking to The New In-
dian Express, Ishwar Ulla-
gaddi said he used to hold 
frequent meetings with 

the authorities. However,
when he found a rise in the 
number of  complaints, he 
decided to take up the 
walking concept. Such 
walks will help him fath-
om what can be done to get 
rid of  problems and reduce 
its causes.

“I have come across 
problems related to the un-
derground drainage sys-
tem and I have instructed 
the authorities concerned 
to act swiftly. Officials like 
us have to go to the public 
as they can share their 

problems which we may 
not have noticed. We are 
here to serve the people. 
We will try our best to un-
derstand their predica-
ment and coordinate to re-
solve it. The areas for the 
walk will be decided after 
learning about the facts in 
the areas on the day of  the 
visit,” he added.

Social activists appreci-
ated the move and said this 
kind of  system will help 
the public to express their 
problems. A majority of  
people suffer in silence 

due to various reasons like 
lack of  knowledge, fear to 
meet the authorities, hec-
tic schedule and others. 
Now, they can put forth 
their problems directly.

“The walk by the com-
missioner should be car-
ried out early in the day 
before people leave their 
house for work. With this 
initiative, the entire sys-
tem, including other offi-
cials, will perform their 
duties properly as they 
will be held responsible for 
lapses,” he added.

MLA upset 
after BJP men 
raise pro-PM 
slogans
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @
K a r w a r

KARWAR-ANKOLA MLA 
Satish Sail was visibly an-
gry when BJP workers and 
raised pro-BJP slogans at 
the railway station during 
Vande Bharat Express event 
on Saturday evening.

During the stage event to 
celebrate Vande Bharat Ex-
press stoppage at Karwar 
station, BJP workers raised 
slogans in favour of  Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and former MLA Rupali 
Naik. The workers were not 
ready to budge even at the 
request of  Naik. 

A visibly upset Sail did 
not get on the stage. Though 
the railway officials and 
former MLA appealed to the 
party workers to remain si-
lent and co-operate, the par-
ty workers, it fell on deaf  
ears. Later, speaking to re-
porters, the MLA thanked 
the Central government for 
the Vande Bharat Express 
service to Karwar, but add-
ed, “It is a development is-
sue. I do not want to play 
politics on this. But some 
people are playing politics. 
They have made this event a 
party affair,” he said.

The HDMC commissioner to choose an area based on the number of complaints received and walk around to 
inspect the area and address people’s issues |  EXPRESS

SIGNING OFF 2023 
People click pictures of the last Sunset of 2023 atop Nrupatunga Hills in Hubballi  on Sunday |  D HEMANTH 

A student of the Adarsh Shikshana Samiti  Commerce College gives 
away a blanket to a poor in Betageri  in Gadag |  EXPRESS

K I R A N  B A L A N N A N A V A R 
@ Ballari

FOR the first time, Ballari 
district will witness a 
State-level Youth Festival. 
The two-day event will be-
gin on January 6. Chief  
Minister Siddaramaiah is 
likely to inaugurate the 
event which will be held 
on the municipal ground 
in Ballari city. Youth who 
won in different activities 
from all districts of  the 
state will be participate in 
the event.

Recently, Ballari dis-
trict in-charge and Sports 
and Youth Empowerment 
Minister B Nagendra held 
a meeting of  all the offi-
cials and directed them to 
work for the success of  
the event. Ballari city is 
getting spruced up to wel-
come the youth from all 
the districts of  the state.

Minister B Nagendra 
said that it is proud mo-
ment for residents espe-
cially the youth of  the dis-
trict that such a state-level 
event was being held in 

Ballari. Besides CM Sid-
daramaiah, DyCM D K 
Shivakumar and other 
cabinet ministers are ex-
pected to participate in 
the event.

“Before the inaugura-
tion of  the fest, a proces-
sion with different theme 
will be taken out. About 
30 to 40 students and their 
staff  including university 
students will participate 
in the event. Cultural, 
sports, arts and other ac-
tivities will be held in the 
fest. 

The fest will provide a 
platform for the youth to 
show their talent. Food, 
accommodation, security 
and other necessary ar-
rangement will be provid-
ed by the district adminis-
tration. There will be 
separate helpdesk to deal 
with any emergency or 
other requirements. Near-
ly 8,000 students, staff  and 
artistes will be present at 
the event. Noted national-
level artistes,  singers, 
and dancers will perform 
at the event.

Two-day Youth Fest 
in Ballari from Jan 6 

Sports Minister B Nagendra and MLA Nara Bharath Reddy at a 
preparatory meeting with officials in Ballari  |  EXPRESS

The state government must withdraw the cases filed 
against activists who held protests demanding 
Kannada name boards on commercial establishments

A H 
Vishwanath, 
MLC


