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The state government must withdraw the cases filed 
against activists who held protests demanding 
Kannada name boards on commercial establishments

A H 
Vishwanath, 
MLC
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Udupi CMC takes 
up Rs 3-cr road 
repair works 
The roads will be in a better condition in 
the city in another 10 days, says official

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Udupi

AHEAD of  Paryaya Mahotsa-
va in Udupi on January 17 and 
18, the civic authority has tak-
en up road repair works in the 
city limits at a cost of  Rs 3 
crore. The roads will be in a 
better condition in the city in 
another 10 days as many peo-
ple will throng the city to wit-
ness the biennial event. Pot-
holes at several stretches in 
the city are being filled. For 
the resurfacing work of  the 
road with asphalt from Brah-
magiri Circle to Town Hall in 
Ajjarakad area, the cost has 
been estimated at Rs 49.75 
lakh. For pothole-filling works 
across the city, the civic au-
thority is spending Rs 25 lakh. 
In order to reconstruct the 
concrete slabs that were bro-
ken, the CMC is spending Rs 
20 lakh. For repainting the 
footpath and medians of  the 
main roads, the CMC has set 
aside the amount of  Rs 25 
lakh. Likewise, the recon-
struction of  the drainage, in-
stallation of  concrete slabs on 

the drainage lines, widening 
of  the road in some stretches 
will also be taken up and the 
CMC has taken up these works 
simultaneously.

CMC Commissioner Rayap-
pa told TNIE that apart from 
Rs 3 crore for civil works, the 
CMC will spend Rs 33 lakh for 
waste management from Jan-
uary 5 to January 20. In parts 
of  the city, pothole filling work 
is already over and in the re-
maining places, it will be com-
pleted by January 10, he add-
ed. Udupi DC Dr Vidya Kumari 
K had chaired a meeting of  of-
ficials of  various departments 
on December 1 and directed 
the officials to ensure smooth 
conduct of  Paryaya Mahotsa-
va in Udupi. She had stressed 
on ensuring that basic ameni-
ties are provided for the con-
venience of  visitors to the city. 
Sources said that temporary 
parking lots will be readied in 
the days to come, so that there 
will not be any inconvenience 
for the visitors to park their 
vehicles when they visit the 
temple town for the event.

Power cut in Mangaluru
Mangaluru: There will be power cut at Pragathi service station, 
Kalakunja road, Bhagavathi Kshetra, Expert college, 
Bhagavathi temple, CBO Hall, Sharada Vidyalaya, Ocean Pearl 
hotel, Honda Matrix, PVS Circle, Hanuman Timber, 
Venkataramana temple, Dongarakeri, Canara high school, City 
Point, Ayodhya temple, Manasa Towers, Mannagudda, Alake, 
Vadirajanagar, Jamia mosque and other areas between 10 am 
and 3 pm due to maintenance works on January 2. ENS

Man hit by tanker dies
Udupi: Jaya (64), who was hit by a tanker near Udyavara here 
on Saturday evening, died on Sunday. He was trying to cross 
the road when the incident happened. Jaya as routine practice 
was returning home after his day’s work. It is said that tanker 
driver Shivaraj was driving negligently when Jaya was trying to 
cross the NH-66 near Bhagavathi Hardware shop near 
Udyavara. Though he was shifted to hospital immediately, he 
died while being taken to the district government hospital. ENS

ISRO extends support for research and 
academics at Srinivas University

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Mangaluru

AN International Conference on 
Electronics, Mechanical, and Na-
notechnology, ICEMN-2023, by
Srinivas University was held in 
Mangaluru.

The event was inaugurated by 
Dr Umamaheswaran R, a scien-
tist from ISRO, who announced 
ISRO’s full support for research 
and academics at Srinivas Uni-
versity. He said, “ISRO encour-
ages the involvement of  the gen-
eral public and students, offering 

them opportunities to visit ISRO 
and gain knowledge in satellite 
and rocket technology.”

Dr C A A Raghavendra Rao, 
chancellor of  Srinivas Universi-
ty, informed participants in his 
presidential address that Srini-
vas University would facilitate 
Memorandums of  Understand-
ing (MOUs), combined research 

activities, and collaborations. He 
envisioned Srinivas University 
becoming a leading institution in 
research and sought increased 
cooperation from ISRO. Dr A 
Srinivas Rao, Pro-chancellor of  
Srinivas University, chief  guest 
of  the programme, pledged 
strong support for research ac-
tivities and expressed the univer-
sity’s commitment to fostering 
collaborative research.

Dr S Muralikrishna, a scientist 
from the Sensor Technology Lab 
at King Mongkut’s University of  
Technology, Thailand, empha-
sised the role of  nano technology 
and advancements in Li-ion bat-
teries in the overall technological 
process. 

Dr Anil Kumar, Vice-chancel-
lor I/C & Registrar, Srinivas Uni-
versity, discussed the current 
trends and opportunities availa-
ble for students in technical 
fields. Approximately 100 papers 
from the UK, Malaysia and across 
the country were registered for 
the conference. 

9-year-old M’luru boy donates hair for cancer patients
D I V Y A  C U T I N H O  @ Mangaluru

ONE of  the youngest hair do-
nors, Arnav Prabhu, a 9-year-
old boy from Mangaluru, has 
donated his 24 inches of  hair 
for a good cause of  making 
wigs for cancer patients.

On December 29, on the day 
of  his Brahopadesha, Arnav, 
son of  Srilatha Prabhu and 
Ashwin Prabhu from Man-
nagudda in the city and a class 
4 student of  Amrita Vidyalaya, 
donated his hair that he had 
grown in the past 4 years. His 
mother Srilatha Prabhu, speak-
ing to The New Indian Express, 
said, “When he turned 2.8-year-
old, we contacted a person 
named Yathish Deshpande 
from Mumbai who made wigs 

for cancer patients and it was 
in 2017, Arnav donated his hair 
for the first time. Later at the 
time of  his enrollment to Am-
rita Vidyalaya, there were re-
strictions to cut hair in saloons 
due to Covid-19. When schools 
reopened, we sought special 
permission from the school au-
thorities and he was allowed to 
grow his hair as it was for a 
good cause,” she said.

“Since we are not allowed to 
cut hair outside during Brah-
mopadesham, we had arranged 
for his hair cut at our residence 
itself  by a person from a saloon. 
Hair must be very dry and since 
it was very thick and long, I had 
to put five ponytails and then 
shave off  his hair. We later 
packed it in cover and handed it 

over to Yuva Shakti Kadeshiva-
laya organisation, an organisa-
tion which has so far done 250 

plus hair donations for cancer 
patients in and around Man-
galuru,” Prabhu added.

It was Arnav’s idea to donate 
his hair for cancer patients. 
Parents and teachers said it 
was a tough time for Arnav at 
the school, as his schoolmates 
used to make fun of  him calling 
him a girl for long hair yet he 
was firm on growing his hair. “I 
did not pay attention to my 
schoolmates who made fun of  
me. Now, I feel great after do-
nating my hair,” Arnav said.

“Teachers were very support-
ive despite boys being not al-
lowed to grow long hair in the 
school. Since it was for a good 
cause, the school authorities 
gave permission for him to 
grow long hair and inspired by 
him, many students have come 
forward to donate their hair,” 
said Srilatha.

Arnav Prabhu who donated his hair for a 
good cause |  EXPRESS

Civil  works in full  swing in 
Udupi city ahead of Paryaya Mahotsava

People catching the glimpse of last Sunset of 2023 at Panambur beach in 
Mangaluru on Sunday

Dignitaries at an International Conference on Electronics, Mechanical, and 
Nanotechnology, ICEMN-2023, by Srinivas University in Mangaluru |  EXPRESS

ISRO encourages the involvement of the general public and students, 
offering them opportunities to visit ISRO and gain knowledge in satellite 
and rocket technology

Dr Umamaheswaran R,  scientist from ISRO
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