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Exciting space missions slated
for launch in 2024

2023 proved to be an important one for space missions, with NASA’s OSIRIS-

REx mission returning a sample from an asteroid and India’s Chandrayaan-3

mission exploring the lunar south pole. Here’s a look at how 2024 is shaping
up to be another exciting year for space exploration

NASA will launch Europa
Clipper, which will explore one
of Jupiter’s largest moons,
Europa

With Europa Clipper, scientists
want to investigate whether
Europa’s ocean could be a
suitable habitat for
extraterrestrial life

The mission plans to
do this by flying past
Europa nearly 50
times to study the
moon’s icy shell, its
surface’s geology and
subsurface ocean

The launch window—the
period when the mission could
launch and achieve its planned

route—opens on October 10,
2024, and lasts 21 days. The
spacecraft will arrive at the

Jupiter system in 2030
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The Artemis programme will
send humans to the Moon for
the first time since 1972,
including the first woman and
the first person of colour

Artemis Il will put astronauts
into orbit around the Moon
before returning them home. It
is currently planned for launch
as early as November 2024
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VIPER, which stands for
Volatiles Investigating Polar
Exploration Rover, is a robot
the size of a golf cart that
NASA will use to explore the
Moon’s south pole in late 2024

This robotic mission is
designed to search for
volatiles, which are
molecules that easily

vaporise, like water
and COz, at lunar
temperatures

VIPER’s launch and
delivery to the lunar surface is
scheduled for November 2024

The Japanese Aerospace
Exploration Agency (JAXA),
has a robotic mission in
development called the
Martian Moon eXploration
(MMX), planned for launch in
September 2024

The mission’s main science
objective is to determine the
origin of Mars’ moons. The
spacecraft will spend three
years around Mars conducting
science operations to observe
Phobos and Deimos. MMX will
also land on Phobos and
collect a sample before
returning to Earth
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Hera is a mission by the European Space Agency (ESA) to return
to the Didymos-Dimorphos asteroid system that NASA’s DART
mission visited in 2022

But DART didn’t just visit these asteroids, it collided with
one of them to test a planetary defense technique called
“kinetic impact.” DART hit Dimorphos with such force that it
actually changed its orbit

Hera will launch in October 2024, making its way in late 2026 to
Didymos and Dimorphos, where it will study the physical
properties of asteroids

Israel, Gaza end dark year,
with no end in sight to war

DEIR AL-BALAH

ISRAELI strikes in central
GazaKkilled at least 35 people on
Sunday, hospital officials said,
as fighting raged across the
tiny enclave a day after Israel’s
PM said the war will continue
for “many more months.”
Benjamin Netanyahu
stressed that “the war will con-
tinue for many months until
Hamas is eliminated and the

bodies were draped in white
plastic and laid out in front of
a hospital, where prayers were
held before burial.

Officials from Al-Agsa Hos-
pital in central Deir al-Balah
said the 13 were among 35 bod-
ies received on Sunday.

The Israeli military said it
was battling militants in Khan
Younis, where Israel believes
Hamas leaders are hiding. It
also said its forces operating in
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terrorists killed in clashes with security forces in
Pakistan, the army said on Sunday
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US Navy sinks three boats of Houthi rebels

Centcom terms it self defence; several insurgents killed in firing by Navy helicopters; one boat manages to flee

BEIRUT

THE US military said on Sun-
day that its forces opened fire
on Houthi rebels after they at-
tacked a cargo ship in the Red
Sea, killing several of them.

The US Central Command
(Centcom) said the crew of the
USS Gravely destroyer first
shot down two anti-ship ballis-
tic missiles fired at the Singa-
pore-flagged Maersk Hangzhou
late on Saturday, after the ves-
sel reported getting hit by a
missile earlier that evening as
it sailed through the Southern
Red Sea.

Four small boats then at-
tacked the same cargo ship
with small arms fire early Sun-
day and rebels tried to board
the vessel, the US Navy said.

Next, the USS Gravely and
helicopters from the USS
Dwight D. Eisenhower aircraft
carrier responded to the Mae-
rsk Hangzhou’s distress call
and issued verbal warnings to
the attackers, who responded
by firing on the helicopters.

“The US Navy helicopters re-
turned fire in self-defence,”
sinking three of the four boats
and killing the people on board
while the fourth boat fled the

area, the US Central Command
said. No damage to US person-
nel or any equipment was
reported.

Kim vows to launch three spy satellites in 2024

SEOUL

NORTH Korean leader Kim
Jong Un vowed to launch three
military spy satellites, produce
more nuclear materials and in-
troduce attack drones in 2024, as
he called for “overwhelming”
war readiness to cope with US-
led confrontational moves.

He set forth plans to launch
three more military spy satel-

lites next year in addition to the
country’s first reconnaissance
satellite launched in November.
He underscored the need to es-
tablish “a reliable foundation”
to build more nuclear weapons.
Kim also ordered authorities to
enhance submarine capabilities
and develop various types of
unmanned combat equipment
such as armed drones. Kim said
“vicious” anti-North Korea

moves by the US and its follow-
ers “have reached the extremes
unprecedented in history,”
pushing the Korean Peninsula
to the brink of a nuclear war, ac-
cording to KCNA. Kim cited the
expansion of US-South Korean
military exercises and the tem-
porary deployment of powerful
US military assets such as
bombers and a nuclear-armed
submarine in South Korea. AP

There was no immediate
comment from the Houthis.

The Denmark-based shipping
giant Maersk, owner of Maersk
Hangzhou, said on Sunday that
it would suspend shipping
through the Red Sea again after
the two attacks on its
freighter.

“In light of the (most recent)
incident—and to give time to
investigate the details of the in-
cident and assess the security
situation further—it has been
decided that all transits through
the area will be postponed for
the next 48 hours,” Maersk was
quoted as saying by the Danish

1.89 lakh policemen
deployed across B’desh

Dhaka: Bangladesh has deployed
more than 1.89 lakh policemen
to ensure law and order ahead of
the January 7 general election
being boycotted by the main
opposition BNP, media reports
said on Sunday. Presently, the
country’s police force has around
2.13 lakh personnel, including
civil staff, The Daily Star
newspaper reported.

Belgorod revenge:
Russia hits military
facilities in Ukraine

KYIV

RUSSIA launched a fresh drone assault on
Ukraine on Saturday night, after promising
that strikes on the Russian border city of
Belgorod earlier in the day “would not go un-
punished.” The Ukrainian Air Force said on
Sunday that it had shot down 21 of 49 drones
launched by Russian forces overnight.

It said the “Shahed” drones were particu-
larly targeted at “the front line of defence, as
well as at civilian, military and infrastructure
facilities in the front-line territories.” Six guid-
ed missiles had also targeted Kharkiv.

Twenty-eight people were wounded in an at-
tack on Kharkiv, regional Gov. Oleh Synie-
hubov said on Sunday. A central hotel, apart-
ment buildings, kindergarten, shops and
administrative buildings sustained damage,
according to the regional prosecutor’s office.

Russia’s Defence Ministry said that it had hit
“decision-making centres and military facili-
ties” in Kharkiv, reporting that its strike on the
Kharkiv Palace Hotel had “destroyed repre-
sentatives of the Main Intelligence Directorate
and Ukrainian Armed Forces” involved in the
“terrorist attack” in Belgorod.

Ukrainian Interior Minister Ihor Klymenko
said that a British journalist was among the
wounded, while German broadcaster ZDF said
on Sunday that one of its television crews had
been in the hotel. A Ukrainian translator was
hit by debris and seriously wounded, with one
of the team’s security guards also sustaining
injuries, ZDF said. “This is another attack by
Russia on the free press,” said ZDF editor-in-
chief Bettina Schausten.

In Kyiv, a Russian drone attack caused a fire
to break out at a critical infrastructure facility,
local officials said. They did not identify the
facility further. Shelling in the centre of the
Russian border city of Belgorod on Saturday
killed 24 people, including three children. A
further 108 people were wounded in the strike,
regional governor Vyacheslav Gladkov said on
Sunday, making it one of the deadliest attacks
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The events surrounding the
Maersk Hangzhou represented
the 23 illegal attack by the
Houthis on international ship-
ping since November 19, the
Central Command said. It was
the first time the US Navy said
its personnel had killed Houthi
fighters since the Red Sea at-
tacks started.

For over a month, Houthis
have claimed attacks on ships
in the Red Sea that they say are
either linked to Israel or head-
ing to Israeli ports. They say
their attacks aim to end Israeli
offensive in the Gaza Strip. AP
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Taliban say forces killed
dozens of Tajiks

Islamabad: Security forces in
Afghanistan killed a number of Tajik
and Pakistani nationals and arrested
scores others involved in attacks
against religious clerics, the public,
and mosques. Mohammad Yaqoob
Mujahid, Taliban’s appointed
defence minister said dozens of

Tajiks and over 20 Pakistanis were
killed in past 12 months “in
operations by security forces.”
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| SUMAYA BANU
Wio, Abdul Khadar
Rlo. Puthraballu Mane, Laila
Posf, Lalla Village
Beithangady Taluk, D. K.
Listrict, kamalaka Slate, India
have changed my name as
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24 Farticulars:
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Rs. 11.70 Lakhs,
from 30122023 @ 11.30 AM

2} Tender must be submilted o
before 1600172024 @ 5.30 PM
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Village, Daregudde Post, Moodbdr
Taluk, D K. Dist. have changed my
name as Jithendra Shetty (New
Mame) for all purposes wide
Affidavit dated 30.12.2023 before
Motary Harisha P, Moodubidire

Government of Kamataka httpasopp kamataka.govin

Terder Mol KIMSKOPPALITENDER! RADIOLOGYMR!  2023-
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21122043 swom Dbelore Notary Instruments. Approx Tender Value Rs. 4500 Lakhs. 2} KIMS/

KOPPALTENDER/ANASTHESIA/GI2023-24. Particulars @ Supply of
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Fanduranga, residing af D No 1433
Valachil Koppala House, Farangipat
Post, Arkula, Mangalury City- 574143
0 K Dustnct, Karnataka, have changed
my name 0 PREETHI PANDURANGA
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