
Ashish Pathak appointed UMC commissioner 
Bhopal: Ashish Kumar Pathak (State Administrative Services), chief executive officer (CEO) of 
Smart City Ujjain has been appointed as commissioner of Ujjain Municipal Corporation (UMC). 
He will have the additional charge of the Smart City Ujjain CEO.     
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People’s Theater Group pays  
tribute to Savitribai Phule  

The People’s Theater Group paid tribute to Savitribai 
Phule, the country's first female teacher, with a theatri-
cal presentation based on her life struggles on 
Saturday at Pragya Higher Secondary School in Kolar.  
The play, directed and written by Sindhu Dhaulpure in-
volved 20 artists showcasing Phule's contributions 
against social injustices and superstitions. Approxi-
mately 450 school students attended the presentation. 
The narrative began with Phule's childhood desire for 
education, leading to her expulsion from school due to 
her status as a Shudra girl. The play also highlights 
Savitribai's activism against the practice of  head shav-
ing widows, leading to protests and a strike by barbers. 
 

Dance, singing championship held  

The Dance Sports Association, under the banner of  
Natarajan Foundation, organised the state-level ‘Mad-
hya Pradesh Dance and Singing Championship’ at the 
People's University Auditorium. Participants selected 
from district-level competitions in Indore, Gwalior, Ja-
balpur, Burhanpur, Khandwa, Shajapur, Narsinghpur 
and many more showcased their dance and singing tal-
ents. Winners of  the state-level competition included 
Honey, Mohit, Harsha, Meenal Wike, Riddhi Vyas, 
Manya, The Lords Group, Pari Namdev, Sanskar, Mol-
isha Gupta, who secured gold medals in the dance 
championship. Renowned Bollywood choreographer 
and Dance India Dance dancer, Vaibhav Guhe, graced 
the event as the celebrity judge for the ballroom danc-
ing category. 
 

Pride of MP season 2 ends 

The grand finale of  Pride of  MP Season 2 concluded 
at Shagun Place on Hoshangabad Road in the city. 
Over 40 participants from across the state competed 
in Miss, Mister, and Kids categories. Chief  guest Tas-
neem Khan, an educationist and motivational speak-
er, along with celebrity guests Rafi Malik, TV serial 
‘Des Ki Beti Nandini’ fame, and supermodel, organ-
ised the event. Renowned choreographer and groom-
ing expert Rufi Khan judged the show, with personal-
ity development trainer Jaina Faruqui, supermodel 
Akbar Hasan and mega model runner-up Preeti 
Khare as guests of  honour.
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The deadline set by the 
National Green Tribunal 
(NGT) to clear encroach-
ment from the 33-metre 
range of  Kaliasot river 
ended on Sunday, the ille-
gal structures are yet to 
be removed. 

The state government
has to submit an action 
taken report by January 
14 in the NGT. 

The Bhopal Municipal 

Corporation (BMC) has 
been issuing notices to 
the residents of  Sagar 
Premium Tower, Ultimate 
Campus, Bhumika Resi-
dency, Signature, Sarvad-
harma, Mandakini 
Colony, Shirdi Puram, 
Amarnath Colony. 

Throughout the length 
of  the river, colonisers 
have constructed huge
structures and sold them 
to the public. Now, these 
have come under illegal 
marking and demarca-

tion. 
Environmentalist and 

NGT petitioner Dr SC 
Pandey said, “This case 
has been pending in the 
NGT since 2014. In August 
2023, the NGT had 
ordered marking and de-
marcation within a 
radius of  33 metres from 
both the banks of  the 36-
km-long river in two
months. The state govern-
ment has assured the 
NGT that demarcation 
and removal will be com-

pleted by December 31 
and an action taken re-
port will be submitted by 
January 15.” 

On the other hand, 
Kolar SDM Ashutosh 
Goswami said, “Marking 
and demarcation has 
been completed. Now, the 
BMC has started giving 
out notices. The report 
has to be presented in the
NGT by January 15. Now, 
we will start action to re-
move illegal and unautho-
rised structures.” 

Meanwhile, MLA 
Rameshwar Sharma, in a 
letter to collector 
Asheesh Singh, has de-
manded not to take action 
on humanitarian 
grounds. 

Referring to the colonies 
covered under unautho-
rised construction, he has 
written that the people 
have spent their entire
life’s savings and bought 
these houses. The notice 
to demolish them should 
be reconsidered.  

Deadline ends, illegal structures yet to be removed
Kaliasot river bed encroachment

MP Civil Service 
Sports Assn 

orgainses alumni 
meet in Agartala 

Bhopal: Former members of  
Madhya Pradesh Civil Service Sports 
Association organised alumni meet in 
Agartala on New Year eve. The meet-
ing was held to celebrate the legacy of  
Madhya Pradesh’s theatrical excel-
lence there. Former Bhopal Commis-
sioner Kavindra Kiyawat shared his 
journey as an accidental drama 
artist, playing a role in the team 
going to Agartala at one point. 
Jyashree Kiyawat portrayed a Mus-
lim woman in burqa, while music en-
thusiast Ulhas Telang played the role
of  a beggar. Ashok Manwani por-
trayed a leader, and Renu Tiwari de-
scribed her challenging role as a dis-
tressed woman. The artistes remi-
nisced about the joyful moments, in-
cluding an eight-day tour of  Tripura, 
Meghalaya, West Bengal, and Assam. 
The gathering of  officers and civil 
servants aimed to contribute to Mad-
hya Pradesh’s pride in the Hindi 
stage domain, acknowledging the 
roles played by various individuals. 
At the gathering of  25 artistes, four 
IAS officers also participated.  

OUR STAFF REPORTER
city.bhopal@fpj.co.in 

 
Makhanlal Ahirwar and his troupe 
from Sagar presented Badhai dance, 
which enchanted the audience at MP 
Tribal Museum in the city on Sunday 
evening. 

Badhai is performed by women and 
men to thank Goddess Shitala for 
safeguarding people from natural 
calamities and ailments and to seek 
her blessings on weddings and child-
birth. Majority of  the people in Bun-
delkhand worship Goddess Sheetala 

during calamities like floods, epidem-
ic when people pray to the Goddess to 
seek immediate relief  and recovery.   

 When blessings are showered and 
wishes are fulfilled, women and men 
dance before Goddess Shitala to ex-
press gratitude.  The musical instru-
ments including Dhapla, Timki, Lota, 
Rantula, Algoja are played during the 
dance. Malwi songs were presented 
by Leelabai Malviya and her troupe, 
Dewas. It was part of  Sambhavana, a 
series of  events on dance, singing 
and musical instruments, organised 
by the museum.   

Badhai dance, Malwi songs 
presented at Tribal Museum

Inter-school cricket tourney 
begins in Ganj Basoda 

Ganj Basoda: An inter-school cricket tournament, jointly 
organised by the private school association of Ganj Basoda and 
Vande Mataram sports club began on the ground of Sanjay 
Gandhi College here on Sunday. The tournament was 
inaugurated by chairman of Ganj Basoda municipality Shashi Anil 
Yadav and other dignitaries. During this, the principal of the 
college, Shilpanjana Sharma, Rakhi Yadav, Sarita Raghuwanshi and 
others were also present. The tournament was aimed at inspiring 
the youngsters in the direction of physical and sports activities, 
prevent addiction of mobile phone, electronic devices. The 
schools that participated in the tournament Rajeev Memorial 
School, Kendriya Vidyalaya, School of Excellence, Government 
Excellence School and IPS school. The girl cricket matches were 
organised on Sunday, on the first day of the tournament. Sources 
said that the tournament would end on January 4. 

People rush to petrol pumps as 
trucks, tankers come to a halt 

Bhopal: Truckers’ association is up in arms against the 
law in which punishment has been increased in hit and 
run cases. Though they have not gone on official strike but 
on the call of  the association, truck drivers have brought 
the wheels of  trucks to a halt. The final decision on strike 
will be taken on Monday. In hit and run, the punishment 
has been increased up to 10 years along with a fine. As 
tankers have also come to a screeching halt, vehicle own-
ers may face the shortage of  fuel. On learning about the 
impending strike, people rushed to petrol pumps to get 
their fuel tank filled. However, MP Petrol Pump Dealers 
Association has said that it is trying to manage the show 
by pressing its tankers into service to maintain supply. The 
enactment of  the new penal law, Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita 
has made provision of  up to 10 years imprisonment and a 
fine in hit and run cases. Currently, hit and run cases are 
tried under section 304A of  the Indian Penal Code, which 
provides for up to two years in jail. All India Motor Trans-
port Congress (AIMTC) state president CL Mukati said, 
“On January 2, we have convened a meeting to chalk out a 
strategy of  strike against the new law.  At present, it is an 
unofficial strike which truckers have staged in the country. 
In the country, there are 1 crore trucks and in MP, there are 
25,000 trucks including oil tankers.” 

SBI launches plantation 
drive at BHEL
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The State Bank of  India 
(SBI) joined hands with 
Lalitamba Social Welfare 
Society to begin an exten-
sive plantation campaign 
on BHEL campus in the 
city. The purpose of  this
initiative is to minimise 
the impact of  human ac-
tivities on the environ-
ment and sow seeds for a 
green and sustainable fu-
ture. The goal is to plant 
various types of  trees by 
February 28. 

Several prominent fig-

ures from the SBI, includ-
ing OP Mishra, deputy 
managing director - 
human resources and cor-
porate development officer, 
Binod Kumar Mishra - 
deputy managing director, 
Chander Shekhar Sharma 
- chief  general manager, 
Kundan Jyoti - general
manager, Ajitav Parashar - 
general manager, Neeraj 
Prasad - general manager, 
Deepak Kumar Jha - DGM 
& CirDO along with other 
officials, contributed sig-
nificantly to this tree plan-
tation initiative participat-
ed in the event.

Indore: Rashtriya Yadav 
Shakti Sangathan 
protested at the Central 
Kotwali police station on 
Sunday. They submitted a 
memorandum to the 
station in-charge and de-
manded strict action 
against the trader who had 

beaten his ex-employee. 
The state president of  the 
organisation Nandlal Ya-
dav said that they would or-
ganise a big protest if  their 
demands were not fulfilled 
and strict action was not 
taken against the trader. 
They claimed that the trad-

er had beaten the victim 
mercilessly as he left his 
job at his shop. Resultantly 
the victim was not able to 
walk and he was severely 
injured after the thrashing. 
They are demanding that 
the accused should be ar-
rested under strict sections 

of  IPC and they are not sat-
isfied with the police action 
towards the traders. 

The incident is of  
Wednesday night when a 
trader named Yuvraj with 
five people beat his ex-em-
ployee Rajpal Yadav on 
suspicion of  theft.  

Yadav body demands strict action against trader 

FREE EYE AND CATARACT CAMP HELD  
Indore: A free eye and cataract operation camp was organised 
in the memory of Mangilal Sohandevi Lodha at Kumhar Khadi 
Prajapati Dharamshala by Choithram Netralaya (Dhar Road), 
Anand Umbrella, Indore Prajapati Bardiya Samaj Trust. The 
chief camp co-ordinator Anokhilal Jain and Anandilal Lodha said 
that 480 patients took the benefit of the camp. 78 patients 
were selected for cataract operation. 


