
Plan to end Naxalism
NEW DELHI

Three battalions of  the
BSF comprising more than
3,000 personnel will move
across the border from
Odisha to Chhattisgarh
and an equal number of
ITBP units will further
move into the Naxal
stronghold of Abujhmad
as part of  a strategy to in-
tensify anti-Maoist opera-
tions in their last bastions,
official sources said.

The new operational
blueprint is part of  a plan
under which Union Home
Minister Amit Shah re-
cently made a declaration
that India was "on the
verge of" eliminating Left
Wing Extremism (LWE).

"The last strike against
LWE by forces such as the
BSF, the CRPF and the ITBP

is in the process. We are de-
termined to end Naxalism
in the country," Shah said
on December 1 in Hazarib-
ag, Jharkhand while ad-
dressing BSF troops on
their 59th raising day. These
forces are called as central
armed police force (CAPFs).

Sources in the security
establishment said the
Border Security Force
(BSF) has been directed to
create six new COBs or
company operating bases

in Chhattisgarh's
Narayanpur district by ini-
tially moving one of  its
battalion based in Odisha's
Malkangiri, just across the
inter-state border.A BSF
battalion has a strength of
over 1,000 personnel. The
Indo-Tibetan Border Po-
lice (ITBP), which current-
ly has about eight battal-
ions located in Narayan-

pur, Rajnandgaon and
Kondagaon districts of
Chhattisgarh, has been
asked to move one unit fur-
ther inside the core area of
Abujhmad.

Militants attack
commando unit 

Situation tense in
Manipur

IMPHAL

The situation in Manipur's
Moreh town continues to
be tense a day after three
commandos of  Manipur
Police were injured in a
rocket-propelled grenade
(RPG) attack at one of
their posts in the border
town on Saturday night, of-
ficials said.

Suspected militants fired
several RPGs which ex-
ploded inside the CDO out-
post building at Moreh
Turelwangma Leikai
where the commandos
were staying, officials said
on Sunday.

"The commandos are
now being treated at the
Assam Rifles KPL camp
and are stated to be out of
danger," police said.

A number of  police vehi-
cles were also damaged
during the attack, they
said. Police added that six

suspected militants were
injured in retaliatory fir-
ing. "Fatalities are also be-
ing reported but it could
not be immediately con-
firmed. Further details are
awaited," an official said.

In another development,
a village volunteer was in-
jured in a gunfight be-
tween two groups at
Tabungkhok area in Im-
phal East district in the
wee hours of  Sunday, po-
lice said.

C Lamyanba was tasked
with guarding the village
when the gunfight broke
out, officials said. He has
been admitted to Raj
Medicity for treatment and
is "under observation", a
hospital staff  said. 

Despite challenges, we can work to create better world: Dalai Lama 
DHARAMSALA: Tibetan spiritual leader the Dalai Lama on Sunday thanked everyone for sending New
Year wishes, saying despite many challenges the "world is facing today, I feel optimistic that with a growing
appreciation of how interconnected we all are in the oneness of humanity, we can all work to lead more
meaningful lives and create a better world".
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Tehreek-e-Hurriyat...
They include Farooq Ahmad Dar alias Bitta Karate,

Altaf  Ahmad Shah alias Fantoosh, Geelani's son-in-law
and public relations officer of  the TeH as well as secre-
tary and strategist in the Hurriyat, Mohammad Akbar
Khanday, spokesman of  the Hurriyat and a fund-raiser
for it, Raja Mehrajuddin Kalwal and Bashir Ahmad
Bhat alias Peer Saifullah, personal assistant of  Geelani
as well as secretary of  the TeH. Geelani died in Septem-
ber 2021 while his son-in-law in October 2022.

The Union home ministry, in a notification, highlight-
ed the group's involvement in raising funds from vari-
ous sources, including Pakistan and its proxy organisa-
tions, to support unlawful activities such as sustaining
terrorist acts and orchestrating stone-pelting incidents
against security forces in the region.

In addition, the notification underscored the group's
disregard for constitutional authority and its repeated
calls to boycott assembly elections, displaying a lack of
belief  in the democratic system of  governance.

The central government's decision to ban the Tehreek-
e-Hurriyat for five years stems from its concern that the
group, if  left unchecked, would persist in advocating for
the secession of  Jammu and Kashmir from India while
disputing its accession to the Union.

The group's activities were deemed prejudicial to the
integrity, sovereignty, security, and communal harmony
of  the country, with a potential to perpetuate a false nar-
rative and anti-national sentiments among the people of
Jammu and Kashmir. In exercising powers conferred by
the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967, the cen-
tral government officially declared the TeH, Jammu
and Kashmir, as an unlawful association for the next
five years, effective immediately.

This measure reflects the government's commitment
to curbing activities that pose a threat to the territorial
integrity, security, and sovereignty of  the nation, aim-
ing to maintain public order and discourage sentiments
of  disaffection against India. 

Panagariya appointed 16th...
During these years, he also served as India's G20 Sher-

pa and led the Indian teams that negotiated the G20 com-
muniques during the presidencies of  Turkey (2015),
China (2016) and Germany (2017).

Professor Panagariya is a former Chief  Economist of
the Asian Development Bank and was on the faculty of
the Department of  Economics at the University of
Maryland at College Park from 1978 to 2003.

During these years, he also worked with the World
Bank, IMF, and UNCTAD in various capacities. He holds
a PhD degree in economics from Princeton University.

As US thwarts...
But, of  late, Indian vessels too have come under attack.

MV Chem Pluto was attacked about 200 nautical miles
(370km) off  the coast of  the western state of  Gujarat.
The attack triggered a fire but it was quickly extin-
guished by the crew. There were no casualties. Going on
the offensive — though steering clear of  a larger US
naval game plan — Indian Navy has deployed a total of
four destroyers, one frigate and one I long-range patrol
aircraft in the Arabian Sea and Gulf  of  Aden. Also on
the job are a Predator Drone — for surveillance in the
Arabian Sea — and Dornier aircraft and helicopters. It
is perhaps for the first time that frontline destroyers
and frigates have been deployed to undertake maritime
security operations and help merchant vessels. The de-
stroyers deployed in the region include INS Mormugao,
INS Kochi and INS Kolkata. Following the hijack bid,
shipping giant Maersk said it is suspending the passage
of  vessels through a key Red Sea strait for 48 hours. The
decision came just days after Maersk said that it was re-
suming voyages through the Red Sea and the Suez
Canal. For about a week before that announcement, the
company s ships had been avoiding the area because of
safety concerns.

People being duped...
He also shared on the microblogging site the com-

plaint sent to the Uttar Pradesh police chief, a copy of
which was marked to Adityanath and Home Minister
Amit Shah. "Beware! Some people are trying to cheat
people carrying fake ID of  Sri Ram Janmabhoomi
Teerth Kshetra," the VHP spokesperson Bansal said in
in post on X. "We have sent the formal Complaint to the
Uttar Pradesh DGP, Lucknow Range IG to take immedi-
ate steps in the matter of  faith," Bansal said in another
post on the microblogging site. In a post on X, the VHP
had recently said that no one has been given permission
to form a separate committee and collect funds for the
January 22 consecration ceremony at the Ram temple in
Ayodhya. "No one has been given permission to form a
separate committee and print receipts to collect funds
for (upcoming) consecration ceremony at Shri Ram Jan-
mabhoomi temple in Ayodhya," VHP general secretary
Milind Parande had said.

"Society should also remain alert in such a situation,"
Parande had said in his post on X on December 22. 

Sandeep Yadav is...
Neeraj Kumar Singh, Collector Narmadapuram, has

been posted as Collector Ujjain. He replaces Kumar Pur-
shottam who has been appointed as Deputy Secretary,
General Administration Department. Narendra Kumar
Suryavansi, Managing Director, State Seed and Farm
Development Corporation, has been transferred as Col-
lector Betul. Amanveer Singh Bains, Collector Betul has
been shifted as Collector Guna.

Sonia Meena, Director Tribal Caste regional develop-
ment schemes, MD, Schedule Tribe Finance and Devel-
opment Corporation with additional charge of  MD, MP
Council of  Employment and Training (MAPCET) has
been appointed as Collector Narmadapuram. 

Roshan Kumar Singh, Commissioner Ujjain Munici-
pal Corporation  has been posted as CEO, Smart City,
Bhopal, Swapnil G Wankhede, Commissioner, Jabalpur
Municipal Corporation, as Officer on Special Duty
(OSD) cum Commissioner cum Director, Institutional
Finance and Preeti Yadav, Additional Collector, District
Ujjain as Commissioner Jabalpur Municipal Corpora-
tion.  Meanwhile, Deepali Rastogi, Principal Secretary,
Commercial Tax department and Principal Secretary,
Women and Child Development Department (addition-
al charge) has been entrusted with additional charge of
PS, Cooperative Department. 

3 held for...
The incident took place on the night of November 1.

Following the incident, hundreds of  Banaras Hindu Uni-
versity (BHU) students had held a protest on the campus
and demanded that the entry of  outsiders be banned. Ac-
cording to the complainant, she had gone out of  her hos-
tel with a friend on the night of  November 1. They were
near the Karman Baba temple when three men came
there on a motorcycle, forcibly took her to a corner and
gagged her after separating her from her friend. The ac-
cused then allegedly stripped the woman, made a video
of  her and clicked photos. They let her go after about 15
minutes and took her phone number, the complainant
stated. On the basis of  the complaint, an FIR was regis-
tered under Section 354 (assault or criminal force to a
woman with intent to outrage her modesty) of  the Indi-
an Penal Code and under provisions of  the Information
Technology Act at Lanka police station. Subsequently,
the charge of  gangrape was added to the FIR, police said.
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3,000 CAPF TROOPS TO MOVE FROM ODISHA TO CHHATTISGARH Before the
Chhattisgarh
poll, Union
Home
Minister
Amit Shah
urged people
to bring the BJP to power in
the State, promising that his
party will rid the entire
State of the Naxal menace


