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HCG Cancer Centre Ahmedabad and
Sports Club Unite for Courageous Hearts

Ahmedabad, HCG Cancer
Centre, Ahmedabad, in
collaboration with Sports Club,
announced the 'Courageous
Hearts' initiative, driven by a
collective commitment to
raising awareness about
ovarian cancer, empowering
survivors, and fostering
preventive healthcare
measures for the well-being of
women. The event was hosted
by Dr. Kalpana Kothari, Chief of
Gynaec Oncology Department,
Senior Consultant in Robotic
Surgery, and HIPEC Surgeon,
Dr. Manasi Shah, Medical
Oncologist, Dr. Viral Patel,
Gynaecological Oncologist and
Robotic Surgeon, and Dr. Nidhi
Gupta, Gynaecologic Oncologist
at Sports Club in Ahmedabad
to spread awareness about

ovarian cancer. As a part of the
event ovarian cancer survivors,
walked the ramp and carried
placards to raise awareness on
cancer.

Around 200 survivors
participated in the walk,
symbolizing strength, and
resilience. A vibrant flea market
was also set up at the
Ahmedabad Sports Club. The
flea market not only offered
attendees the opportunity to
support the cause through
purchases but also served as
a community-driven effort
towards a worthy cause. The
funds collected from the flea
market will be utilized for
vaccination of young orphan
girls against cervical cancer
which will be conducted on 12th
May 2024. (19-10)

Rohit Sharma Unveils India's First
Numberless Prepaid Student ID Card

Ahmedabad, LEO1, a
leading Edu-fintech company,
has introduced India's first
numberless prepaid student ID
Card in partnership with NSDL
Payments Bank and
Mastercard as part of its
Financial SAAS for Educational
Institutions. This innovative
card serves as a secure
prepaid card and a student ID
card, marking a significant
step in digitizing financial
transactions in educational
institutions, rewarding
responsible behavior, and
promoting cashless campuses.
This strategic all iance
underscores LEO1's
unwavering commitment to
financial innovation, inclusivity,
and digital empowerment in
the education sector.

Rohit Gajbhiye, Founder
and Managing Director of
LEO1, expressed anticipation
about the collaboration,
emphasizing the mission to
make quality education
universally accessible. The
partnership signifies a crucial
stride in dismantling financial
barriers, establishing an
environment where
stakeholders can confidently
embrace digital solutions for
fee payments. The launch
event unfolded with great
anticipation as the card was
unveiled in the presence of
Rohit Sharma, the Captain of
the Indian Cricket team, before
a distinguished gathering of
officials from LEO1,
Mastercard, and NSDL
Payments Bank.  (19-10)

India’s thrust into Indo-Pacific islands goes far beyond
The airstrip Prime Minister

Narendra Modi inaugurated in
Ageleg, Mauritius, with his
counterpart Pravind
Jugnauth, symbolises India’s
massive outreach to the
island nations in the Indo-
Pacific region and the long
runway this outreach has
going forward.

This approach is still in a
state of evolution, involving a
combination of defence
outreach and humanitarian as
well as development
assistance. Away from the
headlines of the jetty and the
air strip is the leveraging of
India’s strong diaspora
presence in these islands.

India’s Islands strategy is
aimed at securing the
country’s maritime interests,
countering growing Chinese
influence, and ultimately
projecting Delhi as a leading
regional power.

That Jugnauth is a person
of Indian origin and that India
also launched for Mauritius
‘Jan Aushadhi Scheme’ that
allows the sourcing of about
250 high-quality medicines
from the pharmaceuticals and
medical devices bureau of
India at concessional rates
highlights the multiple layers
that Indian island outreach
policy operates at. The

geopolitical canvases of
India’s islands outreach
encompass the vast expanse
of the Indian and Pacific
Oceans. These islands are
outposts that open up vast
geographies. They straddle
crit ical sea lanes,
chokepoints, and rich marine
resources. As the Indian Navy
has acquired blue water
status, these islands have
been the focus of a renewed
strategic interest. The
ocean’s inherent value and its
growing intersection with
geopolitical rivalries have
spurred India to develop a
more robust marit ime
strategy, central to which is
nurturing the numerous
island nations dotting this
oceanic theatre.

The fruits of India’s island
outreach have not happened
all of a sudden. There has
been a long-term approach
fol lowed by the Indian
external affairs ministry and
turbo charged by political
capital invested by PM Modi.
India initiated the forum for
India-Pacif ic is lands
cooperation back in 2014, and
PM Modi’s visit to Port
Moresby in Papua New
Guinea underlined India’s
commitment at the highest
levels. In the case of

Mauritius, there is mutual
interest in strengthening
security and the strategic
signif icance of the
partnerships underscored by
India’s defence-related
activities on Agaléga Islands.
Developing infrastructure on
these islands allows India to
project power further into the
Indian Ocean and serves as
a symbol of India’s intent to
become a more significant
maritime security provider.
India has cultivated close ties
with Mauritius based on
historical connections and the
presence of a significant
Indian diaspora on the island.
This relationship has seen
substantial progress in the
defence realm through
regular naval exercises,

training programmes, and the
establishment of key
infrastructure projects. India
has already put in place a
Coast Guard radar and
surveil lance network to
enhance the Maurit ian
maritime domain awareness.
This project serves the dual
purpose of boosting Mauritian
defence capabilities and
providing India with greater
strategic visibility in the
Western Indian Ocean.

When you have an
ambitious forward strategy at
play, there are bound to be
drawbacks. Maldives is an
example. In the trajectory of
India’s is land strategy,
Maldives has been a nose
dive. Traditionally, India
enjoyed extensive influence

How is Russia-Ukraine war becoming a frozen conflict forever
As the war in Ukraine is

entering its third year, few
observers would have
imagined that it would still be
raging. After the dramatic
swings in territorial control
during 2022, when the
Ukrainian military managed
to recapture parts of the
Kharkiv region and the city of
Kherson, the war settled into
a positional and attritional
grind in 2023, with both the
tempo of operations and the
intensity reducing.

The Ukrainian
counteroffensive failed to
deliver substantial territorial
gains. The momentum
generated by Ukraine’s
success in the first year of
the conflict has given way to
a sense that, despite ongoing
fighting, the frontline is not
moving and the risk of a
forever frozen conflict is
growing. The US is wrangling
over funding, and although
most European leaders
remain firm in their support
for Kyiv, it is becoming
increasingly difficult for them
to maintain that same level
of support among their
publ ic.  Cost-of- l iv ing
concerns are leading many
Europeans to question the
sustainability of continued
funding for Ukraine, and the
outbreak of war in the Gaza
Strip has divided the West’s
attention. The Ukraine War
has upended many of the
theories of war, including the
one that modern wars will be
short and swift. Why is this
war dragging on? The fact is
that war is the worst way to
settle political differences. As
the costs of fighting become
apparent, adversar ies
usual ly look for an
agreement to end the
conflict.

Many wars, of course, do
last longer. There are many
reasons why compromises
fail to take place. These
could range from public
opinion against a
compromise to leaders
thinking that a defeat or the
end of a confl ict could
threaten their own position,
particularly when there is a
lack of understanding
between one’s own strength
and that of the enemy, as
articulated by Sun Tzu many
centuries ago, leading to
underest imating the
damaging consequences of
the conflict and when there

is a fear of an existential
threat.

This manifests itself with
Russia being uncomfortable
with NATO at their doorstep
and Ukraine fearing the loss
of their sovereignty. All these
factors have kept the war
going.

Of course, the above
reasons are rooted in a
situation where there is not
a clash of ideologies such as
communism versus
capital ism, autocracies
versus liberal democracies,
or on religious grounds.
Peace is impossible i f
ideological barriers prevent
negotiations. Such values and
ideas will continue to play a
leading role in the wars
waged in the future.

The West has grown
more rights-based over
t ime, result ing in i ts
defending certain liberal
principles, whatever the
consequences.

Compared with last year,
Ukraine faces two
challenges. Militarily, it has
been pushed due to the
fai lure of i ts counter-
offensive and by the sheer
force of troops in Russia’s
favour. A Ukrainian victory
wi l l  require strategic
endurance and vision, as well
as the ability to sustain
losses.

Apart from this, the
West—and particularly the
US—has struggled to provide
the military aid Ukraine
needs to sustain the fight.
Ukraine can’t  turn the
military tide without more
Western military aid, but it
has struggled to get more
military aid unless it can
demonstrate that it can win
on the battlefield.

The two key challenges
are obvious. The first is how
to get more weapons to
Ukraine. The second is how
Europeans can defend
themselves without US
backing. Russia, on the other
hand, is now operating from

in part by sending some
troops to Poland and other
European countr ies for
additional combined arms
training before the
counteroffensive began. But
Kyiv’s efforts were sti l l
insufficient for the task of
retaking more of the South.

This year, the Russians
have met with success by
capturing Avdiivka. The now-
destroyed city carved a bulge
in the front l ine that
undermined critical Russian
logistical operations. It sits
only a few miles from the city
of Donetsk, which Russia has
occupied since 2014. Its fall
allows the Russian military to
move troops and equipment
more efficiently as it presses
in other directions. There is
another chink that has been

a position of strength. After
the capture of Bakhmut and
the creation of the Surovikin
Line, they spent 2023
consolidating their positions.
Coupled with improvements
in shortening the t ime
between target detection
and the carrying out of

batt lef ie ld str ikes, the
Ukrainians faced an
adversary in 2023 that was
very different from the one
it faced in 2022.  To
overcome this evolved
enemy, Ukraine was forced
to adapt i ts tact ics,
technology, and operations,

in the Maldives on the back
of a generous cheque-book
and a robust mil itary
presence. However, the
Muslim majority nation has
politics of its own and India
has been shown the door
more or less. The change of
government in the island
nation saw increased Chinese
outreach and investment,
significantly eroding India’s
influence. While India has
made attempts to revive its
relationship with the
Maldives, events surrounding
Chinese presence there have
served as a reminder of the
vulnerabilities inherent in
India’s island engagement.
India has shown the carrot to
its island partners it ’s
important to use the stick for
Male. Not doing so will set a
wrong precedence. India is
the Maldives’ closest major
supplier. Food staples like
rice and wheat, essential
medicines, and even fuel for
power generation come
primarily from India. The
proximity and established
trade routes make India a
natural choice. Additionally,
India provides medical
evacuations and training for
Maldivian personnel. It’s time
to stop the supplies.
Geography matters and

exposed with the removal of
General Zalhuzhny, which
was the differences regarding
the new conscription law that
would increase the size of the
military. He had proposed
mobilising close to 500,000
troops, a figure President
Zelensky viewed as
impractical given the scarcity
of uniforms, guns, and
training facilities and the
potential challenges related to
recruitment. President
Zelensky said publicly that
Ukraine lacks the funds to pay
so many new conscripts.
General Zaluzhny countered
that Ukraine is already short
of forces because of
mounting casualties and
needs to match the 400,000
new soldiers that Russia
plans to mobilise.

Chinese supplies will cost at
least twice over and will not
be on generous terms. India
needs to let Maldives know
that there are costs to empty
bluster.

At the same time, it needs
to suppress Maldives, India is
doing well to bypass it.
Maurit ius is just one
example. India is working
with partners of the Quad
where it has refuel l ing
arrangements but the most
important island outreach is
with France. Here France’s
blood-stained colonial past is
an asset for India. France
rings the Indo pacific with
colonial possessions and deep
legacy relationships as far
f lung as Seychelles,
Madagascar, and Comoros
the Reunion islands — and
many others. Force de
Frappe is riding the surfs with
India’s island entente.

From Mauritius to Fiji a liquid
Indian footprint is entering a
brave new age. However, for
that to be sustained India has to
spend more on defence, at least
three percent of the GDP so that
it has money to back its
overseas commitments. As
things stand, it is a bit of a stretch
for the Indian armed forces to
guard India. The new role takes
it way beyond the littoral.

A regional turf
The maximalist dream of the so-called INDIA alliance,

involving the complete seat coordination of all parties opposed
to the Bharatiya Janata Party, was never likely to be a reality in
West Bengal. In this state, where the BJP has traditionally never
had much of a foothold, it was always impossible to conceive
of any electoral alliance that involved the ruling All India
Trinamul Congress and its age-old adversary, the Communist
Party of India (Marxist). Even so, the beleaguered liberal
ecosystem centred on the national capital had always hoped
that an understanding of sorts involving Rahul Gandhi, M.K.
Stalin in Tamil Nadu and Mamata Banerjee would have a
symbolic importance in a general election in which Prime
Minister Narendra Modi is threatening to run away with all the
prizes. Last Sunday, at yet one more of those stupendously
large public meetings for which West Bengal is famous, the
mercurial AITC supremo snuffed the life out of the INDIA
alliance in a very dramatic way. She announced the names of
AITC candidates from all the 42 Lok Sabha seats of West
Bengal, including the two seats held by the Congress. On its
part, the Congress uttered a feeble protest against Mamata
Banerjee’s ‘unilateral’ declaration but it could not conceal the
fact that the oh-so-clever alliance, whose naamkaran was said
to be the handiwork of the Bengali poet-politician, was now
dead, publicly strangled before lakhs of witnesses in Calcutta.
Whether the oozing self-confidence of the chief minister and
her nephew is warranted will be known once the results of the
election are out. However, judging from the speeches of the
Banerjee duo at the meeting, some conclusions are warranted.
First, in resurrecting her 2021 assembly poll plank of being
the party of Bengal against outsiders, the AITC made it
sufficiently clear that it was fighting the general election to
hold on to a regional space. Secondly, the AITC’s shrill
insistence that the Modi government at the Centre had short-
changed West Bengal in welfare payments was at one with
the protest politics that had been a feature of Left politics in
the state from 1977 to 2011. Mamata Banerjee’s indictment of
a venal imperial power in Delhi was a melodramatic carbon
copy of the gripes associated with Jyoti Basu and past
generations of venerable bhadralok Marxists. Decoding the
speeches of the AITC top guns is no rocket science. The
underlying assertion that the mantle of Swami Vivekananda,
Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar, Raja Rammohan Roy and
Rabindranath Tagore had fallen on the Banerjee family of
Kalighat could well be inspirational. It could also bolster the
younger Banerjee’s claim that each of the 42 AITC candidates
represent Bengal, no less. However, since the electoral battle
ahead is for the control of the Government of India in its entirety,
it can safely be assumed that Mamata Banerjee has quite
pragmatically concluded that her battle is for a small share of
the Opposition space.


