
AGENCIES / Beijing

China plans to launch an "inter-
national manhunt" to target fugi-
tive officials allegedly involved in
corruption in the country's ambi-
tious decade-old multi-billion-dol-
lar Belt and Road Initiative (BRI),
a media report here said Wednes-
day.

The Central Commission for Dis-
cipline Inspection (CCDI), the rul-
ing Communist Party of  China's
anti-corruption watchdog, made
the call in a meeting on Tuesday
with multiple agencies involved
in the cross-border corruption
hunt, the Hong Kong-based South
China Morning Post reported.

"[We] must strengthen the in-
tegrity of  building the Belt and
Road Initiative and reinforce the
high-pressure stance against cor-
ruption to provide strong support
and a firm guarantee for winning
the tough and protracted battle
against corruption," the CCDI
said, the Post reported quoting the
party-run People's Daily.

This is the second report in as
many months highlighting CCDI's
plan to clean up the BRI projects.

Last month, the CCDI's annual
report said that fighting corrup-
tion related to the BRI will be
among the priorities for the CCDI
Inspection's work for 2024.

However, there is no clarity on
the nature of  the crackdown
against corruption in the BRI
projects stated to be about a USD

trillion worth of  investments in
the last ten years which involved
both the Chinese officials, leaders
and bureaucrats of  the recipient
countries.

According to the previous an-
nouncement, all cases of  disputes
related to BRI will be conducted
by judicial organs set up in China.

The CCDI plans for an anti-graft
campaign in BRI projects espe-
cially in small and medium coun-
tries come amid allegations of
corruption and mis-
management of  the
high-profile proj-
ects which left a
number of  Asian
and African coun-
tries in heavy debt
traps with massive
loans owed China.

Sri Lanka's Ham-
bantota project fur-
thered by then Pres-
ident Mahinda Ra-
japaksa besides oth-
er projects in the
countries has be-
come a global con-
cern as China ac-
quired the port for a
99-year lease as a
debt swap.

The projects built
without due dili-
gence assessments
of  their viability
also resulted in alle-
gations of  corrup-
tion.

British foreign secretary visits Thailand
BANGKOK: Britain's foreign secretary met with Thailand's prime minister on
Wednesday on his first visit to the Indo-Pacific region. Britain's foreign office said the
discussion between David Cameron and Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin was aimed at
improving cooperation in areas including defense, the economy and trade. 
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China defends new ‘harsh’ HK law 
AGENCIES

Beijing/Hong Kong

China on Wednesday defended
Hong Kong's draconian new na-
tional security law that grants the
government more power to quash
dissent and slammed the US, the
UK and the EU for criticising it,
saying they should stop interfering
in its internal affairs and give up
the illusion of  continuing its "colo-
nial influence" in the southern
Chinese city.

Hong Kong, a British colony, was
handed back to China in 1997 under
the principle of  "one country, two
systems", which guaranteed the
city, a major financial hub in Asia, a
certain degree of  autonomy. While
China and Hong Kong both insist
this is still the case, critics and in-
ternational rights groups say Bei-
jing's grip on the city has steadily
increased over the years.

Hong Kong's pro-Beijing legisla-
ture passed the Safeguarding Na-
tional Security Bill during a special
session on Tuesday.

Article 23 of  the new law passed

by the Hong Kong legislature tar-
gets new offences like external in-
terference and insurrection, and
penalties include life sentences.

The commissioner's office of  Chi-
na's foreign ministry in Hong
Kong condemned British Foreign
Secretary David Cameron and the
Council of  the European Union
which both hit out at the law after
it was unanimously passed in the
city's "patriots-only" legislature on
Tuesday.

A spokesman for the office said
Britain had "no sovereignty, gover-

nance or supervision" over Hong
Kong after its return to Chinese
sovereignty in 1997, and was not
qualified to make irresponsible re-
marks on the city's affairs.

"Britain continues to stir up trou-
ble and make arbitrary comments
on Hong Kong's situation, blatantly
trampling on international law and
basic norms governing internation-
al relations, which is out of  its deep-
rooted colonial mentality and
teacher-like behaviour," the Hong
Kong-based South China Morning
Post quoted the spokesman as say-

ing.
In Beijing, Chinese Foreign Min-

istry spokesperson Lin Jian refer-
ring to the US and Japan's criticism
of  the law said China deplores and
firmly opposes a few countries and
institutions smearing and slander-
ing the new legislation.

The legislative council of  Hong
Kong unanimously adopted the bill
to protect the national security and
further consolidate the security of
Hong Kong's development, he said.

"It is a milestone of  the One China
Two Systems concepts in the new
era and new journey," he claimed.

The new law balances the protec-
tion of  national security, safeguard-
ing rights and freedom and eco-
nomic development. Any attacks or
attempts to smear the new law will
lead to nowhere and are doomed to
fail, he said.

China has firmed up its grip fur-
ther on Hong Kong after the Special
Administrative Region's Parlia-
ment enacted a tough law, which the
local government say is necessary
for stability.

Critics fear the new law which ex-
pands on the controversial national
security law (NSL) imposed by Chi-
na on the former British colony in
2020 to quell massive protests by lo-
cal people.

Members of the Legislative Council sit in the chamber during reading of the
Article 23 security law in Hong Kong

SLAMS UK, EU
FOR CRITICISM 

‘Nepalese youths in Russian army
reluctant to return home’

KATHMANDU: Russian
Ambassador to Nepal
Aleksei Novikov on
Wednesday claimed that
many Nepalese nationals
who reached Russia ille-
gally to join its Army are
reluctant to return to their
homeland.

During the meeting, Pun
expressed concern over
the reports of  the recruit-

ment of  Nepali youths in
the Russian Army without
a bilateral agreement and
requested the Russian gov-
ernment to facilitate the
safe return of  those Nepali
youths recruited in the
Russian military forces,
according to officials at
the Finance Ministry.

At least 19 Nepalese
youths have died while

serving in the Russian
Army while fighting on
the side of  Russia in the
ongoing Russia-Ukraine
war.

China’s international manhunt
to target those involved in graft

BRI PROJECTS
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Hanoi

Vietnamese President Vo
Van Thuong resigned after
a little over a year in the
job, the Communist Party
said Wednesday, making
him the latest senior of-
ficial to leave office
amid an intense anti-
corruption campaign.

The party approved
his resignation, writing
in a statement
that "viola-
tions by Vo
Van Thuong
have left a
bad mark
on the rep-
utation of
the Com-
munist
party."
Thuong,

54, became president in
March 2023, two months af-
ter his predecessor
Nguyen Xuan Phuc re-
signed to take "political re-
sponsibility" for corrup-
tion scandals during the
pandemic. He was the
youngest president since
modern day Vietnam
emerged from war in the
mid-1970s. 

The announcement
came a day before
Vietnam's Parlia-
ment is set to meet
for a special ses-
sion in Hanoi,

which is likely to
approve the party's

decision.
The posi-

tion of  presi-
dent in Viet-
nam is large-
ly ceremoni-
al and ranks
third in the
country's po-
litical hier-
archy. 

Vietnamese President
Vo Van Thuong resigns
Latest top official out
amid anti-corruption

campaign 

SENEGAL: First woman to run for prez
in years is an inspiration for many

DAKAR (SENEGAL): Senegal's only female presidential
candidate may have little to no chance of  winning in Sun-
day's election, but activists say her presence is helping to
advance a decades long campaign to achieve gender equal-
ity in the West African nation. "Our country has enor-
mous potential. The natural resources are there, and
they can be developed," she told The Associated Press.
"The young girls I meet ask for my support. They do so
because they know that when a woman comes to power,
she will put an end to their suffering. I'm not going to
forget them." Few expect Ngom to be among the leading
candidates for the presidency, but activists say the fact
that a woman has made it to the presidential race for
the first time in years reflects how women are moving
ahead in the struggle for equality.


