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Aadi Pampa-Varattar revival 
project moves at slow pace
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Alappuzha

THE slow-going rejuvenation 
work of  Aadi Pampa-Varattar 
rivers has raised concerns 
among the residents. Water Re-
sources Minister Roshy Augus-
tine launched the second phase 
of  the project in February 
2022. 

T h e  ` 4 3 . 9 3 - c r o r e 
project aims to restore 
the natural flow and ef-
fective water manage-
ment of  the tributaries of  
the Pampa river — Aadi Pam-
pa (4.2km) and Varattar (9.4km). 
The rivers remain silted and 
weed-infested as less than 2km 
is rejuvenated so far, residents 
said. 

The de-siltation work has 
been completed only on a small 
stretch of  the Aadi Pampa riv-

er. Though work was launched 
in the Varattar, it came to a halt 
soon after the launch. A section 
of  residents started agitation 
against the move to excavate 
sand from the river bed in the 
name of  rejuvenation. It also 
became a reason for the delay 
in implementing the project. 

The first phase of  the 
project was launched with 

the support of  the public. 
Later, the government 
took over the project and 
began the next phase. The 

government was supposed 
to desilt the rivers, but it only 
removed sand, inviting people’s 
ire. The rejuvenation of  the riv-
ers is expected to ensure the 
availability of  water around 
the year, which will be a major 
boost to farming in Chengan-
nur, Aranmula, and Thiruvalla 
assembly constituencies.

Unify rubber subsidies in Northeast  
with traditional areas: V M Sudheeran
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@Kottayam

IN response to the alleged indif-
ference of  the state and Union 
governments towards the crisis 
in the rubber sector, the farm-
ers staged protests in front of  
the Rubber Board headquar-
ters in Kottayam on Wednesday. 
The National Consortium of  
Rubber Producers’ Societies 
(NCRPS) organised the march 
and sit-in protest, highlighting 
various issues faced by rubber 
farmers.

Inaugurating the protests, 
veteran Congress leader V M 
Sudheeran emphasised the 
need to unify benefits such as 
plantation subsidies offered by 
the Rubber Board. “The Rubber 
Board provides higher subsi-
dies in the Northeast states 
compared to traditional rubber 
farming areas like Kerala. It 
should be unified. If  this is not 
possible, the gover nment 
should provide interest-free 
loans to farmers to aid in the 
development of  plantations,” 
he said.

He demanded that the subsi-
dy amount under the Rubber 
Price Incentive Scheme (RPIS) 
be promptly credited to the 

farmers’ accounts. NCRPS na-
tional president V V Antony 
presided over. MPs Anto An-
tony, and Thomas Chazhika-
dan, MLAs Sebastian Kulat-
hunkal, Chandy Oommen, and 
Kurukkoli Moideen, political 
leaders P C Thomas, Joseph M 
Puthusseri, and others spoke.

The protest aimed to address 
various issues, including en-
suring a minimum price of  
`250 per kg for rubber, increas-
ing the planting subsidy to 
`1.50 lakh per acre, and remov-
ing anti-farmer recommenda-
tions from the proposed Rubber 
Bill. According to Babu Joseph, 

general secretary of  the 
NCRPS, both the Union and the 
state governments have turned 
a blind eye towards the press-
ing concerns of  rubber farm-
ers. “Around `13 crore is pend-
ing to be released from the 
Rubber Board to Rubber Pro-
ducers’ Societies across the 
state in connection with the 
anti-fungal sprays and distrib-
uting rain-guarding materials 
for the plantations. Meanwhile, 
the state government is yet to 
release the funds for RPIS that 
ensures a minimum price for 
rubber,” said Babu Joseph, gen-
eral secretary, NCRPS.

4th Rubber 
Board Virtual 
Trade Fair begins
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Kottayam

THE fourth edition of  Virtual 
Trade Fair (VTF), an e-trading 
platform set up by the Rubber 
Board for rubber and rubber 
products, has been launched. 

Board executive director M 
Vasanthagesan launched the 
VTF at a function held at the 
Rubber Board head office in 
Kottayam on Wednesday. The 
VTF was started in 2021 to 
showcase Indian rubber and 
rubber products in domestic 
and international markets. The 
VTF is hosted on its official 
website. Producers can rent the 
stall at ̀ 5,000 with 18% GST ex-
tra for one year. Contact: 0481 
2353790/2353311- Ext: 219/302, 
or E-mail: marketpromotion@
rubberboard.org.in

Kanthalloor farmers erect solar  
fencing in 3 villages themselves
Officials’ apathy prompts farmers to build the fence on their own at an estimated cost of D5L

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Idukki

FED UP with the authorities’ 
apathy towards wild animals 
destroying farmlands, the 
farmers of  Kanthalloor in 
Idukki have decided to erect so-
lar fencing in their villages 
themselves. 

At an estimated cost of  `5 
lakh, the farmers have partial-
ly completed the fencing work 
on the 2.5km stretch along the 
forest boundary from Karayur 
to Keezhanthoor. “The remain-
ing works will be completed in 
a week’s time,” said the 
residents. 

The cultivation of  winter 
fruits and vegetables is the 
main source of  income for the 
majority of  the residents living 
in this purely agrarian village. 
“However, for the past decade, 
farming has become difficult 
due to the menace caused by 
wild elephants, monkeys and 
peacocks. The animals that 
stray into the farmlands from 
the forest frequently damage 
the crops. Apart from destroy-
ing standing crops, wild ele-

phants affect the normal life of  
residents by venturing into hu-
man habitats and roads. There 
have been instances of  tuskers 
attacking motorists on the 
highway,” Sivakumar, a farmer, 
told TNIE.  

When petitions and protests 
did not yield results, the resi-
dents of  three villages — Kula-
chivayal, Keezhanthoor and 
Kanthalloor — convened a 
meeting and formed a five-
member committee, under the 
leadership of  which the deci-
sion to erect the solar fencing 
was taken. “We expect to com-
plete the works for `5 lakh. 

Those who have the money will 
contribute to the cause, and af-
ter completing the works, the 
total expense will be shared be-
tween the residents in the three 
villages,” said Sivakumar.  

Kanthalloor panchayat has a 
total of  seven villages includ-
ing two tribal settlements. The 
fencing will be beneficial for 
600 families living in Keezhant-
h o o r,  K a n t h a l l o o r  a n d 
Kulachivayal. 

The works, which began two 
weeks ago, have been complet-
ed on the 1.5km stretch from 
Karayur to the forest watchtow-
er in Keezhanthoor. “Separate 

teams of  residents will work on 
erecting the fence every day. We 
have designed the work pattern 
in such a way that the liveli-
hood of  the residents is not af-
fected,” said Vinayakam, a 
committee member. 

Cost-effective  
The high budget was the major 
concern that hindered govern-
ment departments from execut-
ing the project. However, the 
residents have come up with a 
cost-effective way to erect the 
fencing through community 
support. 
“The joint participation of  resi-
dents in carrying out the works 
has helped us reduce labour 
cost. The budget would have 
risen to `7 or `8 lakh if  we had 
depended on outside labour. In 
certain locations, we have used 
tree trunks as pillars to connect 
t h e  p owe r  l i n e s, ”  s a i d 
Vinayakam. 

Though erecting solar fences 
will not put an end to the 
mounting wild animal menace, 
the residents hope that it can be 
controlled to a certain extent.

10-year RI 
for 4 accused
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@Alappuzha

MAVELIKKARA Additional 
District Court judge K N Ajith-
kumar sentenced the four ac-
cused in the R Renjith murder 
case to 10 years of  rigorous im-
prisonment and imposed a fine 
of  `2 lakh each on Tuesday. 

The accused are S Sanu, 29, 
Malavila Vadakkethil, Val-
likunnam; Ratheesh Kumar, 28, 
Vilayil, Thamarakulam; Sree 
Raj, 24, Lakshmi Bhavanam, 
Kannanakuzhi and Shanu, 28, 
Shanu Bhavanam, Kannana-
kuzhi. The gang murdered R 
Renjith, 33, Puthuppurackal, 
Kaduvinal, Vallikunnam, dur-
ing a booze party on August 2, 
2018. 

According to the prosecu-
tion, Sanu hit Renjith on his 
head with a liquor bottle after 
the latter misbehaved with the 
wife of  one of  the accused per-
sons. The others then attacked 
him physically. 

Though Nooranad police 
took Renjith to a private hospi-
tal, he was declared dead, the 
prosecution said. As many as 
28 documents and 20 pieces of  
evidence were submitted in 
court. If  the accused failed to 
pay the fine, they should spend 
one more year in jail, said the 
judgment.

‘Grievance redressal system will  
be ensured in media institutions’
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@Kottayam

IN an effort to ensure the safety 
of  women jour nalists,  P 
Sathidevi, chairperson of  Ker-
ala Women’s Commission, has 
announced that grievance re-
dressal systems recommended 
under the Harassment of  
Women at Workplace (Pre-
vention, Prohibition, and 
Redressal) Act, 2013, 
(PoSH) will be enforced 
in all media institutions 
in the state. The announce-
ment was made during a pub-
lic hearing held in Kottayam to 
address the challenges faced by 
women in the media industry 
in Kerala.

Sathidevi emphasised that 
the commission will collabo-
rate with press clubs to ensure 

the implementation of  PoSH 
guidelines within the media 
sector.

“A mandatory Internal Com-
plaints Committee for all media 
organisations will be a key rec-
ommendation from the com-
mission to the government. De-
spite our achievements in 

terms of  literacy, healthcare, 
education, gender equali-

ty, and workforce bal-
ance, there is still a sig-
nificant gender gap that 
needs to be addressed for 

Kerala to progress,” she 
stated.
Further more, Sathidevi 

highlighted the importance of  
incorporating gender justice 
topics into media studies. “Dis-
cussions will be held with the 
Kerala Media Academy to en-
sure the inclusion of  these top-

ics. It is crucial to have women 
represented in every editorial 
board. Although there are 
many women employed in the 
visual media, the number of  
those with long-standing ca-
reers in the field is significant-
ly low. Media houses and press 
clubs will also undergo assess-
ments to determine their level 
of  women-friendliness,” she 
added. Sathidevi also expressed 
deep concern over the high sui-
cide rates among women in the 
TV serial sector.

It was also decided that a 
thorough examination of  the 
redressal panels of  newspaper 
institutions and the registered 
cases should be conducted. Sen-
ior journalist Sebastian Paul 
delivered the keynote address 
while journalist K K Shahina 
led the discussion.

Farmers engaged in fencing works at Kanthalloor in Idukki 
Congress leader V M Sudheeran inaugurates the sit-in protest held in front of the 
Rubber Board headquarters in Kottayam on Wednesday
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D Church festival: 
Holiday declared
Alappuzha: District Collector 
John V Samuel has declared 
a holiday for all educational 
institutions and government 
offices in Chengannur and 
Mavelikkara taluks on 
Thursday in view of the 
annual festival of Parumala 
St Peter’s and St Paul’s 
Church. 

Gurumandiram 
attack: Youth held
Alappuzha: The 
Mararikulam police 
arrested a youth for 
attacking a 
gurumandiram at Kattoor 
near Cherthala on 
Wednesday. Police said 
that the accused is a 
mentally challenged 
person. 

Thomas Isaac @drthomasisaac
Dear N Murthy Sahib, 70 hours working hours a week norm is most retrograde from the point of 
view of workers. Unacceptable! Longer working hours increases by increasing absolute exploita-
tion. Increase productivity by upgrading technology and not prolonging work hours.

TWEET
OF THE 

DAY


