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New Delhi: Indo-Pacific and
Quad cooperation, Chinese as-
sertiveness in the region, coun-
terterrorism, connectivity
with focus on the recently
launched India-Middle East-
Europe Economic Corridor
(IMEC) and other global and re-
gional issues like the situation
in West Asia and the Russia-
Ukraine war dominated the
2+2 talks on Friday.

Expectedly, the Israel-Ha-
mas conflict found prominent
mention in a joint statement
that noted the “horrific” terror-
ist attacks against Israel and
had the ministers reiterating
that India and the US stood

with Israel against terrorism,
and seeking immediate release
of  all hostages. To balance out,
they also called for adherence
to international humanitarian
law and protection of  civilians.

“They expressed support
for humanitarian pauses and
committed to continue close
diplomatic coordination, in-
cluding with key partners in
the region, to prevent the con-
flict from spreading, preserve
stability in the Middle East,
and work toward a political so-
lution and durable peace,” the
joint statement said as it em-
phasised the importance of
humanitarian aid to meet the
urgent needs of  civilians in
Gaza.

The support for humanitar-

ian pauses is significant as the
US had earlier voted against a
resolution in the UNGA for a
humanitarian truce and India
had abstained from voting on it
because the resolution didn’t
condemn the terror attacks on
Israel.

In talks with secretary of
state Antony Blinken and sec-
retary of  defence Lloyd Austin,
foreign minister S Jaishankar
and defence minister Rajnath
Singh also underscored India’s
support for early resumption
of  talks for a two-state solution,
zero tolerance to terrorism and
international humanitarian
law. Jaishankar said the agen-
da covered advancing the stra-
tegic partnership, including ef-
forts to elevate defence ties.

At 2+2 meeting, India, US support
humanitarian pauses in West Asia
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New Delhi: Coming down
heavily on the Punjab gover-
nor for withholding assent to
bills passed by the assembly,
the Supreme Court said Fri-
day that “casting doubt on
the validity of  the session of
the House is not a constitu-
tional option open to the Gov-
ernor”. 

“Do you realise the gravi-
ty of  what you are doing,” the
bench of  CJI DY Chandra-
chud, and Justices J B Pardi-
wala and Manoj Misra asked.
“The governor says the ses-
sion of  the legislative as-
sembly, which has passed
four bills, that session itself

is void because the assembly
ought to have been prorogued
and not adjourned sine die. 

“The bills are passed by a
duly elected legislative body.
If  you have reservations on
the bill on the ground that it is
unconstitutional, you have
your remedies under the Con-
stitution. You can reserve it
for consideration of  the Presi-
dent, you can return it to the
assembly. But surely, you can’t
sit on judgment over it and say
this legislative assembly ses-
sion is unconstitutional. If  we
allow this power to the gover-
nor, what will happen? Will
we continue to be a parlia-
mentary form of  govern-
ment?”

Session valid, proceed
to examine bills: SC

New Delhi: The Indian Railways has set the target to install CCTV cameras in 54,000 coaches
in mail, express and other trains in the next 100 days. As of  now, around 7,000 coaches have
these CCTV cameras, which are fixed at entry and exit gates, and in the aisle to avoid any vio-
lation of  passengers’ privacy. Sources said railway minister Ashwini Vaishnaw has directed
officials to complete this task in the next three months. - Dipak Dash

Railways to install CCTV cameras in 54k train coaches

Try growing younger
with the Times.

Relive the day your
eyes opened with the front
page of  The Times of  India.
See in words and photo-
graphs what happened in the
world on your birthday.

The stories, photographs
and advertisements offer a
look into the events, culture
and technology of  the time.

Gift this tangible glimpse
of  the past to yourself  or to
someone you care about. You
can even personalise it with
the recipient’s first name on
the front page (Rakul’s spe-
cial day in the life of  The
Times of  India).It’s your very
own time machine so hop
aboard and roll back the
years. To order, visit www.ti-

mescontent.com. Simply en-
ter the date of  your choice,
preview the front page, select
your preference of  frame or
tube scroll, and place your or-
der. Don’t forget to mention
the first name you want print-
ed on the front page. We will
deliver this personalised gift
to your physical mailing ad-
dress. For corporate queries,
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tss@timesgroup.com.
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