
AP / Moscow 
Russian President Vladimir Putin visited the 
Southern Military District headquarters in 
Rostov-on-Don as he assessed the state of  his 
country's forces in Ukraine as the war drags 
on toward winter. It was his second public visit 
to the headquarters in less than a month. 
Video shared by a Russian state news agency 
showed Putin being greeted late Thursday by 
Defence Minister Sergey Shoigu and Valery 
Gerasimov, chief  of  the General Staff. Almost 
21 months of  war have significantly eroded 
both Russia's and Ukraine's military re-
sources. As winter comes, the fighting is likely 
to further settle into attritional warfare and 
analysts expect little change to the over 1,000-
km front line.  In Rostov-on-Don, less than 100 
km from Ukraine's southeastern border, Putin 
was "introduced to new types of  military 
equipment" and was informed about the 

progress of  
the war, his 
spokesperson 
Dmitry 
Peskov said, 
as per Russ-
ian state news 
agency Tass. 

Putin visits 
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Thousands of  Palestinians 
streamed onto Gaza's only high-
way on Friday, fleeing the combat 
zone in the north after Israel an-
nounced a window for safe pas-
sage, as officials in the enclave 
said the Palestinian death toll sur-
passed 11,000 people. 

Amid an intensifying cam-
paign of  airstrikes and ground 
battles in Gaza City, the search for 
safety in the besieged enclave has 
grown increasingly desperate. 
Tens of  thousands have walked 
south, where they face the 
prospect of  ongoing bombard-
ment and dire conditions. Others 
have crowded into and around 
hospitals, sleeping in operating 
rooms and wards.  

Gaza medical officials accused 
Israel of  striking near hospitals 
on Friday, though Israel said at 
least one was the result of  a mis-
fired Palestinian rocket. Gaza's 
largest city is the focus of  Israel's 
campaign to crush Hamas follow-
ing its deadly Oct. 7 surprise in-
cursion. 

Early Friday, Israel struck the 
courtyard and the obstetrics de-
partment of  Shifa Hospital, 
where tens of  thousands of  
people are sheltering, according 
to Ashraf  al-Qidra, spokesperson 
at the Health Ministry in Hamas-
run Gaza. A video at the scene 
recorded the sound of  incoming 
fire waking people up in their 
makeshift shelters in the court-
yard, followed by screams for an 
ambulance. 

The Israeli army has alleged 
that Hamas hides in and under 
hospitals and that it has set up a 
command center under Shifa - 

claims the militant group 
and hospital staff  deny.  

The director of  Shifa 
said Israel demanded the 
facility be evacuated, but 
he said there was 
nowhere for such a large 
number of  patients to go. 

"Where are we going to 
evacuate them?" Director 
Mohammed Abu Selmia 
asked in an interview on 
the television network Al 
Jazeera. 

The Health Ministry 
later said one person had 
been killed at Shifa and sev-
eral were wounded. 
Another strike near the Al-Nasr 
Medical Center, which includes 
two hospitals for children, killed 
two people, according to the min-
istry. 

In all, Gaza health officials said 
strikes were carried out near four 
hospitals overnight and early Fri-
day. 

A senior Israeli security 
official said that initial findings 
indicated that one strike at Shifa 
was the result of  a misfire by mil-
itants.  

US Secretary of  State Antony 
Blinken said on Friday that "far 
too many" Palestinians have died 
and suffered and that while 
recent Israeli steps to try to mini-
mize civilian harm are positive, 
they are not enough. 

Though US President Joe 
Biden and others have challenged 
the figures from the Gaza Health 
Ministry as exaggerated, Assis-
tant Secretary of  State Barbara 
Leaf  told American lawmakers 
this week that it was "very possi-
ble" the numbers were even high-
er than reported. 
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Palestinians stream out of combat zone in north Gaza 

Palestinians flee to the southern Gaza Strip on  
Salah al-Din Street in Bureij, Gaza Strip

Small window to safety

The Philippines and China report 
new maritime confrontation

AP / Manila 
 

Chinese and Philippine ves-
sels engaged in a new con-
frontation in the South 
China Sea on Friday, with 
Manila charging that a Chi-
nese coast guard ship and ac-
companying vessels conduct-
ed dangerous maneuvers 
and blasted a Philippine sup-
ply ship with a water cannon 
in disputed waters. 

China responded that it 
acted appropriately under 
maritime law to defend what 
it says is its territory. 

The incident was the latest 
in a series of  maritime con-
frontations between the two 
nations over territorial dis-
putes that risk turning into 
more serious armed engage-
ments. Tensions have risen 
recently as China has block-
aded an isolated Philippine 
marine outpost on Second 
Thomas Shoal, also known 
as Ayungin Shoal. The 
marines are based on a rust-

ed old warship that the 
Philippine navy grounded 
deliberately in 1999 to bolster 
its territorial claim. 

Last month, a Chinese 
coast guard ship and an ac-
companying vessel rammed 
a Philippine coast guard ship 
and a military-run supply 
boat near the contested 
shoal, according to Philip-
pine officials. China accused 
the Philippine vessels of  tres-
passing in what it said were 
Chinese waters "without au-
thorisation" despite repeated 
radio warnings. 

A Philippine government 
task force dealing with the 
South China Sea said on Fri-
day that vessels belonging to 
China's coast guard and its 
paramilitary Maritime 
Militia "recklessly 
harassed, blocked and exe-
cuted dangerous maneuvers 
in another attempt to ille-
gally impede or obstruct a 
routine resupply and rota-
tion mission." 

Sunak under pressure to sack Suella  
London: British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak is under pressure to 
sack his Home Secretary, Suella Braverman, as the row surrounding 
her controversial newspaper article attacking the Metropolitan 
Police over its handling of Israel-Hamas protests in London 
continues to gain momentum on Friday. While Sunak's official 
spokesperson has said that he has "full confidence" in the Home 
Secretary, they did confirm that the contents of 'The Times' Op-Ed 
did not have the full clearance of her boss.

Canada probes ‘threat’ 
to Air India passengers 

PTI / Ottawa 
 

Canada has said it takes any "threat" to avia-
tion "extremely seriously" and is investigating 
online warnings, days after a banned pro-
Khalistani group warned Air India 
passengers against travelling on November 19. 

Founder of  the outlawed Sikhs for Justice 
(SFJ) Gurpatwant Singh Pannun recently re-
leased a video threatening passengers of  Air 
India flights on November 19, the day the ICC 
World Cup final takes place in Ahmedabad. 

The Canadian government and the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police have confirmed 
they are investigating a possible terror threat. 

Federal Transportation Minister Pablo Ro-
driguez posted on social media on Thursday 
that the government is investigating the al-
leged threat with its security partners. 

"Our government takes any threat to avia-
tion extremely seriously. We are investigating 
recent threats circulating online closely and 
with our security partners. We will do every-
thing necessary to keep Canadians safe."  

The RCMP confirmed on Thursday that it is 
investigating but refused to comment further, 
the Vancouver Sun newspaper reported. 

"The RCMP takes all threats to national se-
curity very seriously, including threats made 
online," said Marie-Eve Breton, a spokesper-
son for the national RCMP. On Thursday, India 
said it will continue to press foreign govern-
ments to deny space to such extremist ele-
ments. External Affairs Ministry Spokesper-
son Arindam Bagchi said New Delhi strongly 
condemns such terrorist threats.


