
11000
people killed in Gaza strip says 
Palestinian health authority
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KHAN YOUNIS 

THOUSANDS of  Palestinians 
streamed onto Gaza’s only 
highway on Friday, fleeing the 
combat zone in the north after 
Israel announced a window for 
safe passage, as officials in the 
enclave said the Palestinian 
death toll surpassed 11,000 
people.

Amid an intensifying cam-
paign of  airstrikes and ground 
battles in Gaza City, the search 
for safety in the besieged en-
clave has grown increasingly 
desperate. Tens of  thousands 
have walked south, where 
they face the prospect of  
ongoing bombardment 
and dire conditions. 
Others have crowded 
into and around hos-
pitals, sleeping in op-
erating rooms and 
wards. 

Gaza medical officials 
accused Israel of  striking 
near hospitals on Friday, 
though Israel said at least one 
was the result of  a misfired Pal-
estinian rocket.  The Red Cres-
cent called for medical facili-
ties and workers in war-ravaged 
Gaza to be protected, warning 
the health system there had 
“reached a point  of  no 
return”.

Early Friday, Israel struck 
the courtyard and the obstet-
rics department of  Shifa Hospi-
tal, where tens of  thousands of  
people are sheltering, accord-
ing to Ashraf  al-Qidra, spokes-
person at the Health Ministry 

in Hamas-run Gaza. A video at 
the scene recorded the sound of  
incoming fire waking people up 
in their makeshift shelters in 
the courtyard, followed by 
screams for an ambulance.

The Israeli army has alleged 
that Hamas hides in and under 
hospitals and that it has set up 
a command center under Shifa 
claims the militant group and 
hospital staff  deny. 

The director of  Shifa said Is-
rael demanded the facility be 
evacuated, but he said there 
was nowhere for such a large 
number of  patients to go.

“Where are we going to 
evacuate them?” Director 

Mohammed Abu Sel-
mia asked in an inter-
view on the television 
network Al Jazeera.

The Health Minis-
try later said one per-

son had been killed at 
Shifa and several were 

wounded. Another strike near 
the Al-Nasr Medical Center, 
which includes two hospitals 
for children, killed two people, 
according to the ministry.

In all, Gaza health officials 
said strikes were carried out 
near four hospitals overnight 
and early Friday.

A senior Israeli security of-
ficial said that initial findings 
indicated that one strike at Shi-
fa was the result of  a misfire by 
militants. The military is con-
ducting a review. The official 
spoke on condition of  anonym-
ity because the investigation is 
ongoing. Agencies

MORE CIVILIANS FLEE NORTH GAZA 
Over 8.5L have left north, says Israel; Gaza’s health system at point of no return, says Red Crescent

Families fleeing Gaza City and other parts of northern Gaza towards the south on Friday |  AFP

SHOTS FIRED AT CANADA 
JEWISH SCHOOLS

Montreal: Two Jewish schools in 
Montreal were hit by gunfire overnight, 

police said Thursday, amid spiking 
tensions in Canada over the Israel-

Hamas war. School staff arriving in the 
morning found bullet holes in the front 

doors of the schools in the Cote-des-
Neiges neighbourhood of Canada’s 

second-largest city, authorities said. 
There were no casualties. The shootings 

follow the firebombing of a synagogue 
in Montreal earlier this week, and 

clashes between pro-Palestinian and 
pro-Israel student groups at the city’s 

Concordia University. On Wednesday, 
Prime Minister Trudeau reported a 

“terrifying” rise in anti-Semitism and 
Islamophobia across the country

PRESSURE ON SUNAK TO 
SACK BRAVERMAN
London:  British Prime Minister Rishi 
Sunak is under pressure to sack his 
Home Secretary, Suella Braverman, as 
the row surrounding her controversial 
newspaper article attacking the 
Metropolitan Police over its handling of 
Israel-Hamas protests in London 
continues to gain momentum on Friday. 
While Sunak’s official spokesperson at 
10 Downing Street has said that he has 
‘full confidence’ in the Home Secretary, 
they did confirm that the contents of 
The Times Op-Ed did not have the full 
clearance of her boss. “The words that 
she used are not words that I myself 
would have used,” UK Chancellor 
Jeremy Hunt told broadcasters when
asked about the row.

ISLAMABAD   

AMID signs that Pakistan 
was close to eradicating po-
lio, a top laboratory for the 
eradication of  the disease 
here has confirmed the de-
tection of  a strain of  poliovi-
rus in nine samples collect-
ed from across five cities, a 
report said on Friday.

Pakistan and Afghanistan 
are the only two remaining 
polio-endemic countries.

“The regional reference 
laboratory for polio eradica-
tion at the National Institute 
of  Health (NIH), Islamabad, 
has confirmed the detection 
of  Type-1 Wild Poliovirus 
(WPV1) in nine environmen-
tal samples collected in Oc-
tober,” The News Interna-
tional reported. “These new 
detections take the total 
number of  positive environ-
mental (sewage) samples in 
2023 to 64.” it said.

Poliovirus 
found at nine 
places in Pak

Influential feminist news site Jezebel shutters
Washington: Jezebel, the influential American feminist news site beloved for its pithy 
cultural commentary and astute reporting, is shutting down after 16 years online, its 
parent company announced Thursday. In a memo G/O media, the New York-based 
holding company, cited “economic headwinds” in announcing the 23-person editorial 
staff would be laid off.
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