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30 devotees injured in heavy rush at Puri’s Srimandir
R A J K U M A R  M O H A N T Y  @ Puri

AT least 30 devotees, mostly 
elderly women, were injured 
following a near stampede situ-
ation in Shri Jagannath temple 
during the ‘mangal aarati’ dar-
shan of  the Holy Trinity on 
Friday.

One woman suffered severe 
injury on her leg and is being 

treated at the district head-
quarters hospital. She was 
staying at the government-
hosted facility at Bagala 
Dharmasala. 

According to sources, a large 
number of  devotees including, 
‘habishyalis’, were waiting at 
the Lion’s Gate, main entrance 
to the temple, in the morning. 
‘Habishyalis’ are women, most-

ly widows, who observe fast 
during the holy month of  Kar-
tika. When they were allowed 
in, there was a heavy rush as 
the general devotees too en-
tered the shrine.

While devotees were enter-
ing through ‘Satapahacha’ (sev-
en steps door) and Ghanti 
Dwar, two doors to the main 
shrine, there was a near stam-

pede situation due to the rush.
Many ‘habishyalis’ tripped and 
scores others experienced suf-
focation. All this happened de-
spite tall claims by the admin-
istration that  adequate 
arrangements were put in place 
to conduct ‘habishyalis’ in the 
temple for observing the month 
long ‘Kartik Brata’ at govern-
ment expense. 

Cong declarations aims to 
create a rift between BCs 
and minorities, says KTR
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad

BRS working president KT 
Rama Rao alleged that the Mi-
nority Declaration announced 
by the Congress was a ‘conspir-
acy’ to create a rift between 
BCs and minorities. 

The Congress promised to 
take up a caste census in six 
months and to provide 
fair reservations to mi-
norities in its declara-
tion. Reacting to this, 
Rama Rao said that the 
Constitution termed 
Muslims, Christians and 
S i k h s  a s  r e l i g i o u s 
minorities. 

Stating that the proposal of  
the Congress would hurt both 
the BCs and minorities, he said 
that it was a conspiracy against 
both communities.  

Speaking to reporters here 
on Friday, Rama Rao said that 
if  minorities were recognised 
as BCs, there would be no need 

for a minority ministry, com-
mission or any other organisa-
tion. The Muslims would fore-
go their identity as minorities, 
he added. 

It seems that there was a link 
between Congress’ Declaration 
and BJP’s ideology, Rama Rao 
alleged. 

He also said that the Con-
gress had no commitment 

or sincerity in imple-
menting their declara-
tions. There would be 
incremental growth 
and the allocations for 
minorities would auto-

matically touch `5,000 
crore in the next state budg-

et, the BRS working president 
said, while ridiculing the as-
surance by the Congress that it 
would provide `4,000 crore for 
minorities.

On the BC Declaration, Rama 
Rao recalled that the Congress 
gave tickets to family members 
of  several leaders and violated 
the Udaipur Declaration. 

HOLIDAY RUSH 
People seen rushing to catch buses from Tambaram in Chennai to reach their  home town for Diwali  festival I  ASHWIN PRASATH

Minor girl gangraped in 
K’taka, three held
Mandya: A 17-year-old girl was 
allegedly raped by three people, 
including two juveniles, who also 
recorded a video of the act and 
later blackmailed her with it, 
police said on Friday. All the 
accused have been nabbed in 
connection with the November 4 
incident in Maddur taluk

Police apprehended 12 offenders in connection 
to the clash that took place in Ibrahimpatnam 
during a face-off between the BRS and Congress 
candidates and supporters, on Thursday

12 HELD 
IN HYD 

Cong promises 
hike in quotas & 
loans for BC youth

BSY’s son Vijayendra appointed K’taka BJP president
D E V A R A J  B  H I R E H A L L I  @ Bengaluru

AFTER weighing the pros and 
cons, the BJP national leader-
ship on Friday appointed 
former chief  minister BS Yedi-
yurappa’s son and first-time 
MLA BY Vijayendra as the par-
ty’s Karnataka president ahead 
of  the 2024 Lok Sabha elections. 
The decision on appointing the 
leader of  opposition in the state 
assembly is likely next Friday 
(November 17). “My Humble 
Pranams to PM Narendra Modi 

Ji for entrusting me with this 
huge responsibility as the State 
President of  BJP Karnataka. I 
consider this as a divine oppor-
tunity to work with our beloved 
Karyakarthas under the able 
guidance of  Senior Leaders in 
building a strong organization-
al foundation that envisages 
the Nationalistic ideals and 
principles of  our Party and its 
great founders (sic),” he posted 
on X.

“We will be successful in 
strengthening PM Narendra 

Modiji’s hands by  winning 
more seats in Karnataka in the 
next Lok Sabha polls,” he said 
soon after the appointment.

With the state president from 
the dominant Veerashaiva-Lin-
gayat community, the party 
high command may consider 
either a Vokkaliga or a back-
ward classes leader for the 

leader of  opposition post.
In fact, Yediyurappa wanted 

a big break for his son earlier 
with a cabinet berth in the then 
CM Basavaraj Bommai govern-
ment. But it was denied. His 
continued effort to ensure a po-
litical future for his son has 
paid off  now. “In one shot, Yedi-
yurappa has felled many birds. 

He has ensured that no other 
leader from the Lingayat com-
munity is at the helm of  party 
affairs in the state. With this, 
the leader of  opposition may 
also go to a member from an-
other community,” said a po-
litical pundit. Vijayendra could 
be Yediyurappa’s successor as 
the community leader, he 
added.

Vijayendra’s elevation from 
the party vice-president’s post 
could bring the Lingayat com-
munity back to the party fold.

Party unveils BC Declaration, vows to spend 
`20,000 crore annually for welfare of BCs

B  K A R T H E E K  @ Hyderabad

THE Congress has promised to 
raise reservations for the BC 
community within six months 
of  assuming power after the 
completion of  a caste census 
during the unveiling of  the BC 
Declaration by Karnataka 
Chief  Minister Siddaramaiah 
during a public meet-
ing held on Friday af-
ter TPCC chief  A 
Revanth Reddy filed 
his nomination for the 
Kamareddy Assembly 
constituency. Addi-
tionally, the Congress 
has also promised to 
spend `20,000 crore 
per year for the wel-
fare of  BCs if  it is 
elected to power. 

Other significant 
commitments include 
raising BC reserva-
tions from 24% to 42% 
in local bodies’ elec-
tions, with the assur-
ance that 23,973 leaders will 
emerge from BC communities. 
Congress leaders vowed to es-
tablish a dedicated MBC (Most 
Backward Classes) ministry 
and caste-wise corporations, 
providing interest-free and col-
lateral-free loans up to ̀ 10 lakh 
for BC youth to establish small 
businesses and pursue higher 

education. Moreover, the party 
pledged to establish Guruku-
lams in every mandal, akin to 
Navodaya Vidyalayas, and set 
up one new degree college in 
each district. 

The Congress also promised 
to support caste-based occupa-
tions by creating ‘Vruthi Ba-
zaars’, by establishing shop-

p i n g  c o m p l e x e s 
comprising 50 shops 
in each mandal to pro-
vide free shop spaces 
for artisanal commu-
nities like barbers, 
carpenters, washer-
men, blacksmiths and 
goldsmiths. Addition-
ally, the age eligibility 
for all communities 
engaged in artisanal 
occupations will be re-
duced from 57 to 50 
years.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Siddaramaiah 
said his government 
in Karnataka has suc-

cessfully implemented four out 
of  five promised guarantees 
and expressed plans to intro-
duce the Yuva Nidhi scheme in 
January. 

He invited KCR to visit his of-
fice, asserting that he would 
personally explain how they 
are implementing the five 
guarantees. 

Free shop 
spaces

Congress vows  
to support 

caste-based 
occupations by 
creating ‘Vruthi 

Bazaars’ and 
shopping 

complexes in 
each mandal, to 

provide free 
shop spaces for 

artisanal 
communities

I consider this as an opportunity to work with our beloved 
Karyakarthas in building a strong organisational foundation. We will 
be successful in strengthening PM Narendra Modi’s hands by winning 
more seats in K’taka   — BY Vijayendra, MLA
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