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SRM Institute of Science and 
Technology (SRMIST)  (for-
merly known as SRM Univer-
sity) launched the online ap-
plication for B Tech/ M Tech 
(Integrated) entrance exams, 
SRMJEEE 2024 (SRM Joint 
Engineering Entrance Exam-
ination).  Qualifying in SRM-

JEEE provides entry to all the 
campuses of SRMIST located 
at Kattankulathur, Rama-
puram, Delhi-NCR Ghazi-
abad, Vadapalani and Trichy, 
also for SRM University at 
Sonepat-Haryana and SRM 
University- Andhra Pradesh. 
For further details, visit www.
srmist.edu.in Admissions 
to B Tech/ M Tech (Inte-
grated) programmes are only 

through the common en-
trance exam, SRMJEEE 2024, 
which will be held through 
Remote Proctored Online 
Mode (RPOM) in two phases 
in April (19, 20, 21) and June 

(21, 22, 23). SRMIST offers 
a wide range of scholarships 
making it affordable and ac-
cessible to all. To apply and 
for more details, kindly visit 
www.srmist.edu.in

SRMJEEE 2024 applications open 
for B Tech, M Tech (Integrated) 
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The Supreme Court also 

said that the Governor of 
Punjab is "playing with 
fire" by deflecting the 
course of bills passed by 
a duly elected Assembly. 
It ordered the Governor 
to decide on the bills 
forwarded for his assent 
after being passed by the 
state legislature.

"We are governed by 
a parliamentary form of 
government where the 
government is accountable 
to the legislature. The 
Governor is a titular head 
of the state," it added.

The Punjab Raj Bhawan 
had objected over holding 
of the special session of 
the Assembly on June 19-
20. The Sikh Gurdwaras 
(Amendment) Bill, 2023, 
the Punjab Universities 
Laws (Amendment) Bill, 
2023, the Punjab Police 
(Amendment) Bill, 2023, 
and the Punjab Affiliated 
Colleges (Security of 
Service) Amendment Bill, 
2023 are still awaiting the 
Governor's assent.

Based on legal advice, 
the Governor had said that 
calling of such a session 
was "illegal, against the 
accepted procedures and 
practice of the legislature, 
and against the provisions 
of the Constitution".

Further, the Governor 
has said the October 20-
21 session, which was 
projected as an extension 
of the budget session, was 
"bound to be illegal" and 
any business conducted 

during it "unlawful".
Governor Banwarilal 

Purohit has been involved 
in a running feud with the 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
government led by Chief 
Minister Bhagwant Mann.

In its plea filed before 
the apex court, the Punjab 
government had said 
that the Governor cannot 
indefinitely sit over the 
bills as he has restricted 
powers under Article 200 
of the Constitution and 
such "unconstitutional 
inaction" has brought the 
entire administration to a 
"grinding halt".

‘Playing with fire’
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However, now, in the 

Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, no 
provision for non-consen-
sual sexual offence against 
male, female, transgender 
and for bestiality has been 
made. The committee feels 
that to align with the ob-
jectives stated in the BNS 
Statement of Objects and 
Reasons, which inter-alia 
highlights the move towards 
gender-neutral offences, it is 
mandatory to reintroduce 
and retain Section 377 of 
the IPC. 

The committee, therefore, 
recommends to the govern-
ment to include Section 377 
of IPC in the proposed law. 
On IPC provision on adul-
tery (Section 497), the com-
mittee noted that the Su-
preme Court struck it down 
as it violated Articles 14, 15, 
and 21 of the Constitution. 

The court held that this 
law was archaic, arbitrary 

and paternalistic and in-
fringed upon a woman's 
autonomy, dignity and pri-
vacy. "In this regard, the 
committee is of the view 
that the institution of mar-
riage is considered sacred in 
Indian society and there is a 
need to safeguard its sanc-
tity. For the sake of protect-
ing the institution of mar-
riage, this section should be 
retained in the Sanhita by 
making it gender neutral," 
it stated. 

The committee appreci-
ates that the proposed San-
hita has raised the age of 
sexual consent for married 
women from 15 to 18 years 
with certain exceptions. The 
panel welcomes the changes 
in gang rape law introduced 
in relevant sections of IPC. 
The removal of age-based 
qualifiers to consider gang 
rape of any minor girl as an 
aggravated offence is in line 
with the position under the 

Protection of Children from 
Sexual Offences (POCSO) 
Act, it stated. 

Further, the minimum 
sentence for gang rape of a 
minor girl under the San-
hita which is whole life 
sentence is greater than the 
minimum sentence under 
POCSO which is regular 
imprisonment for 20 years. 
For the sexual intercourse 
by employing deceitful 
means, the committee has 
noted minor typographical 
error which needs correc-
tion and recommends re-
placing the word 'marring' 
in the explanation to clause 
69 with 'marrying'. 

The committee also rec-
ommends addition of the 
words 'or marital status' 
after the words 'suppress-
ing identity' in the explana-
tion part of this clause, for 
the reason that there are a 
plethora of cases that have 
been decided by the judici-

ary wherein the accused has 
deceived multiple women 
into marrying him or hav-
ing sexual intercourse with 
him without revealing that 
he is already married. 

In case of the punishment 
for murder, the commit-
tee notes that the Sanhita 
includes a new provision 
for offence under clause 
101(2) in line with the Su-
preme Court's recommen-
dation. The issue regarding 
provision of an alternate 
punishment of seven years 
imprisonment to an ac-
cused under clause 101(2) 
was debated in detail in the 
committee. The committee 
recommends to the govern-
ment that the punishment 
of seven years from the 
clause may be deleted.

 It is also recommended 
that opinion of the Attorney 
General and the Solicitor 
General of the country may 
be sought in this regard.

Parl panel for retaining  
IPC Sec 377, adultery provision

Renovated Gandhi
Park inaugurated

 VL Syamsundar  
Guntur

ADVISOR to the state 
government Sajjala Rama 
Krishna Reddy along with 
the Rajya Sabha member 
Alla Ayodhya Rami Reddy, 
mayor Kavati Siva Naga 
Manohar Naidu, MLAs 
Mustafa, Maddali Girid-
hara Rao, MLC Lella Appi 
Reddy, GMC commissioner 
Kirthi Chekuri inaugurated  
the Gandhi Park renovated 
at a cost of Rs 6.25 crore  
here on Friday. 

Speaking on the occasion, 
Krishna Reddy said that the 
government is developing 
parks in all the cities.

He said parks are useful 
for recreation and to relieve 
mental stress and reduce 
pollution. To attract the chil-
dren, they set up a Jungle 
book, Guntur express toy 
train, butterfly zones, selfi 
points, and an open gym in 
the park.

Deputy mayors Vanama 
Bala Vajra Babu, Sk Sajeela, 
former MLC Dokka Manikya 
Vara Prasad, GDCC Bank 
chairman R Ramanjaneyulu, 
GMC officials were present.

Noor Shaik 
Eluru

DISTRICT collector Prasan-
na Venkatesh instructed 
teachers to ensure more 
students from government 
schools appear and pass 
NMMS (National Means and 
Merit Scholarship) test con-
ducted by the Central gov-
ernment. He released study 

material of the test prepared 
for free distribution among 
Class VIII students at Collec-
torate here on Friday. 

Speaking on the occa-
sion, collector said that the 
government introduced the 
scholarship as many merit 
students in rural areas have 
been dropping out from 
schools because of poverty. 

The test passed students 

will be provided a scholar-
ship of Rs 12,000 annually for 
four years. By availing this 
scholarship, the students can 
pursue their education up to 
Intermediate.

Teachers should create 
awareness among parents 
and students about the 
scholarship and help 
more students to make 
use of the scheme. He 
appreciated Demo-
cratic Progressive Re-
organised Teachers 
Union for taking ini-
tiative in preparing the 
study material for poor 
students.

Pedapadu ZP High 
School HM and the 
union state general 
secretary P Ven-
kateswara Rao, Sevadal 
leaders Satyanarayana, 
N Srinu, Srinivas, Da-
vid and others were 
present.

Teachers told to ensure 
more students appear 

in NMMS test 

Collector Prasanna Venkatesh releasing NMMS test study mate-
rial in Eluru on Friday


