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Rajput leads VGGS roadshow in Bengaluru
Gandh inagar :  S ta te  indust r ies

minister Balvantsinh Rajput led a roadshow
at Bengaluru on Thursday as part of the
state government’s promotion of the 10th
edition of Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit
(VGGS), which will be held from January
10 to 12 in Gandhinagar next year. Quoting
the minister, an official statement said,
“Gujarat’s development includes projects

such as GIFT City, Dholera Sir, DREAM City,
greenfield ports, LNG terminals, and high-
speed rail network. GIFT City hosts a
f inanc ia l  serv ices  cent re  and an
international bullion exchange.” Rajput said
Gujarat  accounts  for  18% share in
manufacturing in India and is leading when
it comes to the number of startups in the
country.

How will police act against those
attacking CNCD teams, HC asks

Ahmedabad: The
Gujarat high court on
Wednesday directed the city
police commissioner to file an
affidavit and state what action
does the police department
plan against cattle owners
who attack civic body officials
in the presence of policemen.

The bench of Justice A J
Shastri and Justice H M
Prachchhak said videos show
government officials being
beaten like animals and that
too in the presence of the
police and added that this
cannot be tolerated in any
circumstances. On the assault
on Ahmedabad Municipal
Corporation (AMC) officials,
the bench said, “This would
not be a good message to
society and it would
demoralize the officials who
go to implement the court
order.” It sought a reply in 24
hours, stating that the

department will provide
adequate police force to all
officers who go to enforce the
law and court order by
removing stray cattle from
public streets. The court
sought to know what action
has been taken against the
“wrongdoers” with an
observation that wrong
message would be sent to the
public at large and people
would not feel safe if
government officials are
beaten in the presence of
police.

The court appreciated
the work done by AMC officials
in the past week to remove
cattle from city roads. “We
appreciate the work that has
been commenced and
activated, barring few
instances for which stringent
measures are yet to be taken.
The machinery is activated, no
doubt about it.”

Five members appointed
to state waqf board

Ahmedabad: The state
government has appointed
five members to the Gujarat
State Waqf Board through a
notification dated November
7. As there is no woman
Muslim MP from the state,
Shofia Jamalbhai has been
appointed in this category,
the notification said. Imran
Khedawala has been
appointed in the Muslim
member of legis lat ive
assembly category. In the
professionals category, the
government appointed Dr
Mohsin Lokhandwala and
Jishaan Nakvi as a recognized
Shia scholar and Aasif Kadar
Salot as a recognized Sunni
scholar, the notification said.

Ahmedabad: The
admission committee for
professional undergraduate
and postgraduate medical
educat ional courses on

Wednesday said that 975
students have confirmed
admission to ayurveda and
homeopathy courses in the
ongoing seventh round of
admissions.

7 0 - m e m b e r
Japanese delegation
visits

Gandhinagar: A 70-
member Japanese
delegat ion vis i ted the
Dholera Special Investment
Region (SIR), even as the
state government aims to
posit ion Gujarat as a
semiconductor and display
manufacturing hub. The
delegat ion, compris ing
representat ives of
semiconductor, electronics,
chemicals and logist ics
companies, commended the
facilities being set up at the
SIR, an official statement
said on Wednesday.

HC rebukes ACS
home, asks why
order was not

followed
Ahmedabad:  The

Gujarat  h igh cour t  on
Thursday came down
heavily on the additional
ch ie f  secretary,  home,
Mukesh Pur i ,  fo r  h i s
“audacity” in not following
the court order and asked
him to expla in why he
skipped the meeting with
the FSL director and the
DGP as directed by the HC.

Accord ing to
complainant ’s advocate
V ishrut  Jan i ,  the  case
invo lves a l legat ions of
forging a power of attorney
in a land fraud case in
Chandkheda.

The FSL took more
than three years to verify
the s ignatures  on the
documents in question. To
resolve the issue, the HC
ordered a meeting last
month, but the ACS (Home)
did not attend it. The court
ordered the meeting to
expedite FSL analysis and
reports by filling up vacant
posts so that investigations
are completed early. There
are cases in which parties
have waited for FSL reports
for five years.

Justice Sandeep Bhatt
was annoyed wi th  the
secretary’s conduct and
questioned whether he is
above the law. If senior
officers are not interested
in resolving the issue and in
complying with the court
orders, the court will pass
strictures against them, or
the courts should stop
passing orders, he said.

Whi le  seek ing the
secretary’s explanation for
not attending the meeting,
t he  HC  sa i d  t ha t
verification of signatures
t akes  f i v e  yea r s .  The
Guja ra t  h igh  cour t  on
Thu r sday  came  down
heavily on the additional
ch ie f  secretary,  home,
Mukesh  Pu r i ,  f o r  h i s
“audacity” in not following
the court order and asked
him to expla in why he
skipped the meeting with
the FSL director and the
DGP as directed by the HC.

After HC rap,
inspector

returns gadgets
to accused
Ahmedabad: It was

only after the Gujarat high
court castigated the police
for  showing the
“superpower of khaki” by
ignoring court orders that
Dhandhuka’s  Gulabsha
Jadeja got his laptop and
mobile phones back. The
trial court had ordered that
the gadgets be returned five
months ago.

The police seized the
gadgets after Jadeja was
booked in a land-grabbing
case. The FIR was filed with
the Dhandhuka police just
one day before Jadeja’s
scheduled interview for the
Accounts Officer Class-I
position, organized by the
Gujarat  Publ ic  Serv ice
Commission (GPSC), in
April. He could not take the
test due to an arrest and
because the f inance
department would not
provide him with an NOC to
part ic ipate in the
recruitment process since
he worked at the treasury
office. Jadeja had been
suspended from his job on
the grounds of ‘adopting a
communal  approach in
pension cases,’ ‘imparting
j ihadi  educat ion,’  and
‘engaging in other anti-
national activities.’ Given the
seemingly unrelated nature
of these allegations to the
land-grabbing case, Jadeja
sought court intervention to
recover h is  e lectronic
gadgets. The court had
issued an order on May 11
for the police inspector to
return the gadgets,  a
d i rect ive the inspector
unsuccessfully contested in
a sessions court. Despite
this, the inspector did not
return the confiscated items
to Jadeja. His advocate,
Hemang Shah, complained
about this in the high court.
On hearing the matter,
Justice J C Doshi summoned
the inspector, saying, “This is
nothing but the superpower
of the khaki.” The court also
demanded an explanation
from the superintendent of
police about the inspector’s
behaviour.

AERA warns airports against
arbitrary charges on charters

AHMEDABAD: The
Airports Economic Regulatory
Authority (AERA) recently
warned airport operators
against imposing non-
aeronautical charges in
violation of provisions of the
AERA Act 2008.

The warning notice was
issued soon after Adani Group
increased charges levied on
charter flights at Ahmedabad
airport during the ongoing ICC
World Cup. Sources said these
arbitrary charges were levied
at the Adani-run airports in
Ahmedabad, Lucknow and

Jaipur, under the heads of
'decongestion charges' and
'non-aero ancillary charge per
passenger'. The issue has been
a grave concern for charter
users, operators and
aggregators. "It has been
reported by stakeholders that
some airport operators are
levying charges for non-
aeronautical services (Elite
Meet and Greet Service), which
are otherwise optional for
charter/aircraft operators and
making them a prerequisite for
availing of aeronautical services.
Making such non-aeronautical

charges mandatory to avail of
aeronautical services amounts
to altering aeronautical
charges, thus violating
provisions of the AERA Act,
2008," the notification states.

"It is hereby clarified that
Section 2(a) of the AERA Act,
2008, explicitly defines
aeronautical services and does
not entail availing of any non-
aeronautical service (viz, Elite
Meet and Greet Service) as a
mandatory prerequisite for
aeronautical services (viz,
operating the aircraft charter at
the airport).


