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BigBloc Construction majority promoter
group entities waive off their dividend rights

Ahmedabad, Majority of
the promoter group and its
en t i t i e s  o f  B igB loc
Construction Limited, one
o f  Ind ia ’ s  l a rges t
manufacturers of Aerated
Autoclaved Concrete (AAC)
Blocks, Bricks and Panels
have decided to waive off
the i r  d i v idend  r i gh t
announced for FY2022-23,
considering the ongoing
expansion plans of the
company. The Board of
Directors of the company
took note of the same at
their meeting held on 29
Augus t  2023 .  The
remaining shareholders
will receive the dividend
subject to shareholders
approval at the Annual
General Meeting (AGM).
Promoter group entities
compr i s ing  o f  60 .03%

equ i t y  sha res  o f  the
company  ou t  o f  to ta l
72.27% held by promoter
g roup  in fo rmed the i r
decision to waive off the
dividend rights announced
fo r  FY23 .  Board   o f
Directors of the company
at their meeting held on
May  24 ,  2023 ,
recommended  a  f i na l
dividend of Rs 0.40/- at the
rate of 20% per equity
Shares of Rs. 2/- each for
the FY 2022-23 subject to
shareholders approval at
the AGM. The board of
directors at its meeting
held on 29 August, 2023
a l so  cons i de red  and
recommend for giving loan
or guarantee or providing
security in connection with
loan availed by any of the
Company’s subsidiaries.
Annual general meeting of
the company will be held
on September 25, 2023.
The company in  jo in t
venture with Thailand’s SCG
Group is setting up 3 lakh
cbm per annum plant for ALC
Panels and AAC Blocks at
Kapadvanj Ahmedabad
(Gujarat) and also expected
to commence work on the
Phase 2 of the Wada Project
at Palghar, Maharashtra in
the current financial year.

KFC's all chicken no bun Double
Down Burgeris

Ahmedabad, Presenting
KFC's limited-edition Double
DownBurger. This all chicken,
no bun burger is what a
chicken lover's dreams are
made of! The KFC Double

Down Burger has two juicy
chicken fillets with delicious
sauces (spicy & creamy
Dynamite Mayo and Sriracha),
and crunchy veggies in
between. Priced at INR 239/-,
the Double Down Burger is
unlike any other. Isse samjho
mat, khao.  Like everything
else at KFC, the Double Down
Burger comes with the
assurance of KFC's 5X Safety
Promise of Sanitization,
Screening, Social Distancing,
and Contactless service with
Vaccinated teams. All surfaces
and frequently touched areas
in a restaurant are regularly
sanitized, team members and
riders are screened regularly
for their temperatures.(19-10)

Gohil accuses Gujarat govt of excess payment
of Rs 3,900 crore to Adani Power Mundra

AHMEDABAD: Gujarat
Congress chief Shaktisinh
Gohil on Saturday accused the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
government in the state of
making an excess payment of
Rs 3,900 crore to Adani Power
Mundra Limited (APMuL) over
five years under two power
purchase agreements (PPA),
an allegation the government
denied.

Gujarat government
spokesperson and cabinet
minister Rushikesh Patel said
the allegations were
"misleading", stating that the
payment was only interim and
not final. The state-run
Gujarat Urja Vikas Nigam
Limited (GUVNL) paid Adani
Power Rs 13,802 crore
between October 2018 and
March 2023 even when the
latter did not submit any
invoice or supporting
documents of coal
procurement (for its power
plants), Gohil claimed at a
press conference here.

He produced a letter
purportedly written by GUVNL
dated May 15, 2023, to Adani
Power Mundra seeking
recovery of Rs 3,802 crore,
excess payment made by the
GUVNL towards energy
charges under the two Power
Purchase Agreements (PPA)
signed with the latter.

The Congress leader
called it a "textbook case of
corruption, money laundering,
loot of public money and
above all, the classic case of
cronyism that the Prime
Minister and his government

represent," and demanded a
probe by the Enforcement
Directorate and other
agencies into the "massive
scam." GUVNL realised it
made an excess payment of
Rs 3,900 crore to Adani Power
only after US-based
Hindenburg Research exposed
alleged wrongdoings of Adani
Group, Gohil claimed.

In the letter, the GUVNL
stated that the rate at which
coal was being purchased by
Adani Power Mundra was
significantly higher than the
actual market rate at which
coal was being traded in
Indonesia. "Adani Power has
been continuously procuring
coal at premium price from a
few selected spot suppliers

which is not reflecting the
actual market value of
Indonesian coal from time to
time and not submitting the
supporting documents,"
stated the letter. Responding
to the allegations, minister
Rushikesh Patel said a
settlement deed was executed
on January 2, 2022, for
resolution of outstanding
issues between GUVNL and
APMuL, and the former
requested the Central
Electricity Regulatory
Commission (CERC) to fix the
base rate for the above
contract after verification,
keeping in view the market
price as of 15.10.2018.

As per the judgment
dated June 13, 2022, of CERC,
the base rate has been fixed,
and this matter is under
consideration before the state
government and all payments
will be reconciled and offset
from October 15, 2018
onwards, the minister said.

"In order to maintain
quality and uninterrupted
power supply to the people of
the state, GUVNL purchases
power from Adani Power and
makes interim payment till the
base rate is finalised," he said.

Residential sales keep
cash register ringing

A H M E D A B A D :
Residential real estate has
contributed the highest share
to Gujarat's total stamp duty
and registrat ion fee
collection in the past six
years.

Stamp duty and

registration charges from
residential property sales
shot up 63.57% between
April 2017 and March 2023,
according to data compiled
by the Confederation of Real
Estate Developers '
Associat ions of India

(Credai). The commercial
segment, meanwhi le,
contributed only 5.49% and
the retai l  segment
contributed 11.18% to stamp
duty and registration fee
collections.

Data shows the
resident ia l  segment
continuously outperforming
all other segments, with a
54% share in the total
document value over the last
six years. Plotting sales too
have remained higher across
the state, contributing 20%
to the total stamp duty and
registration fee collections.

Yash Brahmbhatt ,
treasurer, Credai
Ahmedabad said, "With
upgrade in lifestyle, Gujarat
has seen high demand for

Nine-month-old swallows LED bulb,
undergoes surgery in Ahmedabad

AHMEDABAD: A nine-
month-old child from Ratlam
in Madhya Pradesh, who
swallowed a tiny LED bulb,
was operated upon at the Civil
Hospital here.

Hospital officials said the
child was playing with a toy
mobile phone when he put the
‘antenna’ of the phone,
including the LED bulb, in his

mouth.
The bulb

detached and
ended up in his
food pipe.

Dr Rakesh
Joshi, medical
superintendent of
Civil Hospital, said

the bulb had punctured the
wall of the food pipe.

A bronchoscopy was
performed to inspect the lungs
as the area around the spot
where the bulb got lodged was
inflamed. “A surgery was
performed to remove the bulb.
It is a reminder for the
parents to keep tiny objects
away from toddlers,” he said.

New guidelines propose 'Friends of
Cattle', action against biker gangs

G A N D H I N A G A R :
Identification of gangs of
motorcyclists that prevent
civ ic body teams from
rounding up stray bovines,
and a new scheme called
'Friends of Cattle' are among
the fresh guidelines issued
by the urban development
department to tackle the
cattle menace.

Issued earlier this week
to municipal corporations
and munic ipal i t ies, the
guidel ines recommend
installation of high resolution
cameras on vehicles used to
impound stray cattle so that
biker gangs can be identified
through their vehic le
registration numbers.

The 'Friends of Cattle'
scheme allows people to
donate money that will be
used to buy fodder for cattle.

Citizens can visit a city
c iv ic centre and make
donations. "Police complaints
must be filed against the
biker gangs. Install high
resolut ion cameras on
vehicles used to round up
cattle so that the offenders
and their vehicle registration
numbers can be captured,"
the fresh set of guidelines
states.

Acknowledging that
police protection is often
required by civic body teams
that impound stray cattle, the
guidelines said, "In the
commissionerate areas, a
DCP level officer, and in
nagarpalika areas, a DySP
level off icer must be
appointed as the nodal
officer to provide police
protection."

All cattle owners must
get permits and licences for
their cattle and should not be
al lowed to keep more
bovines than what has been
permitted, the guidelines

state. Civic bodies have been
asked to initiate strict action
in accordance with the laws
in case the permit and
licence clauses are violated.
Impounded bovines that
remain unclaimed must be
auctioned, given to farmers
or panjrapols, or kept in
animal hostels outside city
limits, the guidelines stated.

The circular preceding

the guidelines had stated that
cattle moving freely on the
roads in cities and towns has
become a serious issue and
several people have lost
their lives or have been
injured because of the
menace. The preface states
that at present, cattle control
teams impound stray cattle
in areas under municipal
corporat ions and
municipalities. The animals
are released after their
owners have paid fines. The
circular states that these
cattle again roam on the
streets, posing a risk to
pedestrians and vehicle
riders. Last month, the high
court had directed the state
government to frame a policy
or issue administrat ive
instructions crystallizing
measures to control the
cattle menace in the state.

Rain breaks 14-day dry spell

AHMEDABAD: After
nearly a fortnight, the city
experienced light showers on
Saturday evening. Almost all
western parts of the city
recorded light showers,
totalling less than 1mm of
rainfall until 9pm. These
showers arrived after a
maximum temperature of
35.4°C, 3.1 degrees higher
than normal.

The temperature was
one of the highest in the past
few days that saw citizens

grapple with the sweltering
combination of heat and
humidity. Meteorological
department officials have
indicated there is no likelihood
of significant rainfall in
Ahmedabad or Gujarat, as
there are no major weather
systems active in the region.
According to data from the
India Meteorological
Department (IMD), the state
has only received around 12-
13% of the normal August
rainfall so far.

Unruly passenger
brings Pavagadh
ropeway to halt

VADODARA: Giving
passengers some heart-
stopping moments, the
Pavagadh ropeway stopped
working abruptly midway late
on Friday evening for about
30 minutes. The sensors of
the ropeway detected
abnormal movement of the
cabins and stopped its
movement automatically.

The ropeway was made
later made functional again
and the passengers were
brought down safely.

The ropeway is used by
several pilgrims to go from
Maachi on the hill to almost
the top of the mountain where
the Mahakali temple is
located. On Friday, at around
7.30pm, the ropeway cabins
had only 25 to 30 passengers
coming from the temple
towards Maachi when the
incident took place. The
ropeway came to a halt when
there were passengers
travelling in six or seven
cabins. Deepak Kaplish,
assistant vice-president of
Usha Breco Ltd, which
operates the ropeway, said
that the movement detected
was because a passenger
stood up inside one of the
cabins near tower five of the
ropeway. It took 25 to 30
minutes for the technicians to
reach the tower by foot and
then climb it to reset the
sensors. "We made
continuous announcements to
ensure passengers do not
panic till the sensors were
reset and the ropeway was
made functional again," said
Kaplish. He added that the
ropeway was in a robust
condition and would be
functional again on Saturday
morning as per schedule.

Man gets
passport in an
hour to attend

father’s funeral in
Saudi Arabia

AHMEDABAD: Soyef
Shaikh, a resident of Shahpur,
was left devastated upon
hearing the news of his father
Ramzani's passing in Saudi
Arabia. With no passport in
hand, Soyef 's prospects
seemed grim. However, the
Ahmedabad Regional Passport
Office (RPO) issued him a
fresh passport in just one
hour, leaving him astonished.

Ramzani Shaikh and his
wife Shyarabanu left on an
Umrah (a pilgrimage) to Mecca
some days ago. They planned
to stay there for 28 days.
However, Soyef Shaikh
received news of his father's
demise on Wednesday night.
The procedure to obtain the
necessary documents in Saudi
Arabia took some time. Once
he got the papers on Friday,
he applied for a new passport
and visited the passport seva
kendra at Mithakhali.

He said, "I had a letter
from Jamalpur MLA Imran
Khedawala and initially
intended to apply under the
tatkal (urgent) category. The
PSK staff informed me that
obtaining a tatkal passport
would take three days. I was
advised to approach the RPO."

Soyef approached the
Ahmedabad RPO, Wren

HC lets rape victim
abort at 26 weeks

AHMEDABAD: Justice
Samir Dave of the Gujarat
h i gh  cou r t  on  F r i day
permitted a 22-year-old
rape victim to abort her
26 -week  f e tu s  and
directed that the medical
procedure to terminate
her pregnancy be carried
out at Sola Civil Hospital in
Ahmedabad before August
28.

The permission for
abortion under the Medical

Termination of Pregnancy
Act was sought by the
rape victim from Limbdi
town in Surendranagar
district. The HC had sought
a medical opinion from the
Mahatma Gandhi Smarak
Gene ra l  Hosp i t a l  i n
Surendranagar. A panel of
doctors had opined that
the victim was 26 weeks
pregnant, and that the
procedure of abortion may
be undertaken where an
ICU facility is available.
S ince  the  woman i s  a
resident of Ahmedabad,
the HC directed Sola police
i n spec to r  t o  t ake
neces sa r y  a c t i on  t o
arrange for her abortion at
Sola Civ i l  Hospita l .  On
request made by Nimit
Shukla, the petit ioner's
advocate ,  that  t i ssues
from the fetus be drawn
for DNA test report as a
piece of evidence in the
trial, the HC directed the
doctors to do the needful.
Last week, the HC had
denied permission to the
rape victim to terminate
her 27-week pregnancy
and its decision to adjourn
the  ca se  had  l ed  t he
Supreme Court to observe
that there should be no
delay in such cases. The
permiss ion for abortion
under the Medica l
Termination of Pregnancy
Act was sought by the rape
victim from Limbdi town in
Surendranagar district. The
HC had sought a medical
opinion from the Mahatma
Gandhi Smarak General
Hospital in Surendranagar. A
panel of doctors had opined
that the victim was 26 weeks
pregnant, and that the
procedure of abortion may
be undertaken where an ICU
facility is available.


